





First Publfehed 1915 
This series 1987 


Published by 
RANI KAPOOR (Mrs) 
COSMO PUBLICATIONS 
24-8, Ansari Road, Darya Ganj, 
New Delhi-110002 (India) 

P/intedat 
M/S Rakesh Press 
New Delhi 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


CHAPTEB I. 

Nature Ponert. 

WoflSHiP of minor local deities. Sun-worsiip- The ^wastike, Circumambulation 
sound mages aoa other sacred objects. Moon-worship. Days of special importance. 
Eclipses. Worship of planets and stars. The milky way. The rainbow. Worship 
of the earth. Thunder and lightning. Earthquakes. Worship of sacred nrers, 
springs and pools. Water spirits and goblins. Ceremonies at digging of wells. 
Well water as a cure for disease. Sacred Lakes. Palaces under the water. Sacred 
mountains. Deities who control the weather. Methods of causing or averting ram 
and of checking storms. Fratas or religious vows practised only by Women. Kites 
in which women are excluded. Kites in which the worshipper must he nude. 

Superstitions in connection with aerolites and meteors ... ... ... 

CHAPTEB II, 

The Heroic Godlings, 

Village deities. Local deities. ' Installation of deities in new settlements- Ghostly 

godlings. Deities responsible for crops and cattle ... ... ••• 

CHAPTEB III. 

Disease Deities. 

Causes of epidemic diseases and the remedies adopted to stop them. Cattle 
diseases. Bemedies practised by the village people in connection with them. The 
methods for the exorcism of disease. Methods of expelling evil spirits from the b^y. 
The village sorcerer. Offerings of rags, coins, etc., at saerfd trees and wells. The 

fctansf erring of disease from one person lo another. Scapegoats ... ... ... 

CHAPTEB IV. 


The worship of Ancestors and Saints. 

Shrdddhas and other ceremonies performed for the propitiation and emancipation 
of the deceased. Worship of the founders of religious sects, of sain^, etc. Qho^ts. 
Rebirth of ancestors in the same family. Miracle-working tombs. Muhammadan 
saints whote worship has teen rdepted^y Hirdus. Buial methods for the cure o 
barrenness ... 


CHAPTEB V. - 

The Worship of the malevolent dead. 

Popular notions about drehms. Auspicious and inauspicious dreams. Temporary 
abandonment of tbe body by the soul. Character and functions of the 
atsembodied soul. The state of the soul after death. The rebirth of the soul. The 
souls of perrons dying a sudden or violent death. The ways by whjch g^^ts 
enter and leave the fcedy. Metfccds of drivirg. away evil s^pijits from the^body. 
Beliefs regarding steering ard yawning. Eakshasa malevolent d^on 

Other maligoant spirits. Evil spirits which go about headless- Ti e haunts of evil 



li 


table op contents 


spirits. GUosts of ivio-'.uAi dying au wmatiiral death. Spirits of person.^ killed l>y 
tigers and other wild beasts. Ghosts of women dying in childbed or menses. Precau- 
tions taken by parents at the birth of children. Beliefs in connection with bats and 
owls. Spirits which haunt ruins, guard buried trc.isnre and occupy valleys 

CHAPTER VI, 

Tlie evil eye and the scaring of ghosts, 

Etfectsofthe evil eye. Objects liable to be influenced by the evil eye. Precautions 
taken to evade the influence of tlic evil eye- Op^jrobrious names. Change of sex 
Protection against evil spirits. Amulets. Charmed circles. Omens. Numbers, Lucky 
and unlucky days. Rites performed to help the soul to the other world. Cremation 
and burial. The customs of shaving the Jiair. OftVrings of food to the dead. Mani- 
festation of evil spirits in form, Tiie practice of breaking earthen vessels at death. 
Rites connected with mourning. Benevolent spirits. Spirits whicli haunt trees. TJi« 
guardian spirits of crops and cattle. Spirits invoked to frighten children 

CHAPTER VII. 

Tree and SerpeiU worship. 

Trees connected with deities and saints. Legends and superstitions connected 
with them. Mstrriage of brides and bridegooms to trees. Snake worship. SJirines 
of snake deities. Deified snakes; ■Snakes guarding treasure. The village treatment 
of snake-bite. The jewel in tiie head of the snake. 'Guardian snakes ... ,,, 

CHAPTER VIIL 

ToiemUm and Fetishism, 

Devedea, Names derived from animals and plants- Sacred aicimals. DetMes 
associated with animal worship. Worship of stocks and stones, Survivals of human 
sacrifice. Disease-curing stones. Respect shown to corn sieves, corn pounders, the 
broom and the plough. Fire worship, ... ... 

CHAPTER IX. 

Animal worsMp, 

Sacred animals and the legends and supdrstitions connected with them 

CHAPTER X. 

Witchcraft. 

Chetaks and Cheiakina. ■ ■ 

*** «■» < 4 * 

CHAPTER XI. 

General. 

Rural ceremonies connected with agricnltnral operations. Rites perforDiod for 
the protectioa of cattle. Rites performed for. searing noxious animals and insects. 
Rites performed for ensuring sunshine aUd favourable weather. Rites performed 
for the protection, of crops. Rites in which secrecy and silance are observed. 
The observances at the HoK festival. Rites performed when boys and girls attain 
puberty. Vows, The black art .. 

«»* aaa t a 0 

' , . ' APPENDIX 

GUssary of vernaoular terms, oeatrring in Volumes I and II ... ... i to 



FOLKLORE OF THE KONKAK, 

CHAPTER I. 



NdTVBE 

^HE worsliip of minor local deitios is con- 
nected with such low castes as Guravas. 
BliopiSj Maratha KunhiSj Dhnngars, Wjiglies, 
hliirlisj Maliars and Hangs in the District of 
Kolhapur. It is believed by the Brahmans 
that once an image is consecrated and ivor- 
shipped, it should be worshipped uiiinterrupt* 
cdly every daj', and he who neglects to wor- 
ship such an image daily incui's the sin of 
Eiakma-haiifa or Bralnnan-raurder. For this 
reason Brahmans generally do not worship 
minor local deities. In former times BrilUmans 
who worshipped these deities were escommuai- 
cated by their caste-men. Such Pu^aris were 
compelled to W'oar a folded dhoiur or waist 
and were forbidden to put on the gandh 
or sandal paste mark in straight or cross lines. 
They ivcre allowed to pul on the or circu- ' 
lar mark of sandal paste. Another reason why ' 
Brahmans are not the Pujdris or worshippers 
of such deities is that Brahmans cannot accept 
or partake of the Naived^a offering of cooked 
food, fowls, etc., made to them, -Lower class 
people can j>artakc of such offerings, and are 
therefore generally the worshippers or rainist- 
raiits of minor local deities. 

At Taishet in the Eatnagiri District, there 
arc two grdmdevis^ viz., Jholai and Mharjai, 
and thje pujdris of these deities are respect- 
iiely a Gurav and a Mahar.i The pujaiis of 
goddesses are generally men of the lower 
castes. The guardian goddesses of the vil- 
lages of Pule, Varavade, Nandivadcj and Eiiu 


POWERS, 

hai'e Kunbis as their puja'rM; while the JujuVir 
of the goddesses Mahalakshmi, Bliagvati. 
Hahakali, .and Jogal are generally chosen from 
the Gurav caste.- In the Konkan the EuuL 
(Sliudras) are the pujdris of the deities Vithoha, 
Ravalnath and Bhavaui ; the Ghadis are tin 
pujdris of the deities Sateri and Khavanesh- 
warj while the deities HJahadev and Maruti 
are worshipped by pujdris belonging to the 
Gurav caste,® The goddesses Makhajan and 
Jakhmata at Sangameshwar in the Ratnagirt 
District are worshipped by pujdns who belong 
to the Gurav and Bhoi castes respeetiyely. 
The god Ganpali at Makhnde has for his 
pujdri a Waiii. The pujdris, o£ the temjale of 
Shiva at L^njc in the Batb4giri District fire 
Wanis.^ Itis said that the paydrt of Tunda- 
rik at Pandharpur is a Kirata (fisherman) by 
caste.'* 

The pujdri the goddess Narmata at Sid- 
gad In the Thana District is a Koli; whilst 
the pujdtis of Kanoba, Khandoba, and Vetal 
are of the lower castes,® The goddesses 
Mahiilakshiui of Kolvan and Vajreshvaii have 
their pujaHs chosen from the lower castes. 
The pujdris of Jari-Mari,Mhasoba, Bahiroba, 
Cheda and other deities which are said, to 
prevent contagious diseases, arc always men 
of the lower castes.- ® 

The pujdris of tbp guardian goddesses of 
the villages Petsai, Dasgatnn and Nizampur 
arcoMahar^ a Kumhhar or potter, and a 
Maratha, respectively. ® The pujiri of tlie 
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guardian goddesses of Chaul in the Kolaba 
District belongs to the lower castes.^ The 
goddess Manual has always a Mahar as her 
2 mjdn,- Everyday the god Shiva is required 
to be worshipped first by 2 ipu}dri oftheGurav 
caste. The pujdri of Babiri, a corruption of 
the word Bhairav, one of the manifestations 
of Shiv3j is a man belonging to the lower cas- 
tes. Similarly the pujdris of Bhagavati, Bha- 
lahi, Aiobika, Ealika, J^bat, Jliolai? Janni, 
Kolhai, Vadyfijaij Shitaladevi, Cliandika, etc., 
are persons belonging to lower castes.® 

It is considered by the Hindus very tueiri' 
torious and holy to worship the Sun; and by 
Brahmans fhe Sun is considered to be their 
chief deity. The 'Gdyatn Mantra of the. 
Brahmans is a prayer to the Sun-god or the 
Savita Dev, and the Brahmans offer arghya 
or oblations of water to the Sun thrice a day. 
Those who want health, wealth and prosperity 
propitiate the Sun-god by prayers and cere- 
monies. The RatliOt E/zptaim is considered to 
be the principal day for special worship and 
festivities in honour of the Sun-god. On this 
day,, on a low wooden stool, is drawn, in red 
sandal paste, a figure of the Sun in human 
shape seated in a chariot drawn by seven 
horses, or by a horse with seven faces. This 
figure is then placed in the sun-shine, and it is 
then worshipped by offering- it argEya or 
spoonfuls of water, red powder, red flowers 
misled with red aandal paste, camphor, incense 
and fruits, So.me people kneel down while 
offering the argkyas to the Sun. These 
arghyas are either three or twelve in number. 
Some persons make a vow not to eat anything 
unless they have worshipped the Sun and per- 
formed the twelve Namaskaras by falling 
prostrate and bowing with folded hands twelve 
times, and at each time repeating one of the 
twelve names of the Sun.* 


In the Batnagiri Distriet some people 
worship the Sun on the Sundays of the 
month of iHirdmn, A ceremony held on the 
Bathasapiami day, i.e.^ the 7th day of the 
bright half of Mdgh, is deemed a special 
festival in honour of the Sun-god. On that 
day people draw, on a small wooden stool, 
an image of the Sun, seated in a chariot 
drawn by seven horses, and worship it with 
great reverence. Milk is then boiled on a 
fire made of cow-dung cakes in front of the 
household Tulsi plant. If the milk over- 
flows to the east, it is believed that there 
■will be abundance^ of crops, but if it flows 
to the west it is taken as a sign of the neat 
approach of famine. * The Sun-god is also 
worshipped on the following occasions* , 
Trikal^ Oajacchaya^ Ardhodaya^ Mahodaya, 
Vyaiipdt^ MaharS&nhrdnt, Karh'^ankr&nt 
and the Solar eclipse. ® Though there are 
few temples dedicated to the Sun, the vil- 
lage of Parole has the honour of having one 
called “the temple of Adi-Ndrayan.” Non- 
Brahmanical classes afe not seen worshipp- 
ing the San in this district, despite the 
fact that the Sun is said to be the embodi- 
ment of the three principal deities of the 
Hindus.*^ 

The people of the Tfadna District believe 
that the EwasHka is the central point of the 
helmet of the Sun, and a vow; called, the 
Swastika Vraia is held in its honor. A woman 
who observes this vow, draws a figure of the 
Swastika and worsliips it daily during the 
Chdfurmds (four months of the rainy season), 
at the expiration of which she gives a Brdh- 
man a golden or silver plate w;ith the sign of 
the Swastika upon it.'^ Another vow named 
Dhanurmds, common to all districts in the 
Konkan, requires a person to complete his 
daily rites before sun-rise, and to offer a 
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preparation of food called KhicJtadi to the 
Sun-god, The observer of this vow then par- 
takes of the foodj regarding it as a gift from 
that god. This is either done for one day or re- 
peated for a month till the D'h.anU’^ankrdntA 
On the ^omavati-Amdvd^^a day (the 15th 
day of the dark half of a month falling on 
Monday) , and the KapildsTtasthi day, the Sun 
is held in especial reverence,^ A curious story 
IS narrated regarj^lhg the offering of ArgTiya 
to the Sun. It is said that the Sun rejoices at 
the birth of a Brahman, and gives 1,000,000 
cows in charity, believing that the Atghya 
which the Brahman will offer later on will 
ievcur his foes, one drop of the Arghya 
killing 1,000 of them*. The repetition of the 
Hdyatri-manira 108 times a day is supposed to 
release a Brahman from the debt of 1,000,000 
cows owed in this way to the Sun. ® The 
Yogor^utras of Pa^njali however prohibit a 
man from looking at tllle setting Sun, though 
the sin thus incurred M\made amends for 
by the offering of Arghya to that god. * It is 
interesting to note that women dp not grind 
corn on the Railut Sapta mi^^Y, ® 

Women bow down to the Sun on the 11th, 
i2th, 30th or 40th day after their delivery; 
but Kunbi women generally worship that god 
on the 7th day.® On this occasion some 
women, show a churSifig handlet to the Sun- 
god and offer him some grains of rice.'*^ 

The Swastika is considered so holy in the 
Konkan that it is always drawn on the 
; and at the- time of the Puny aha 
Wac'han ceremony which precedes a Hindu 
■wedding, a drawn in rice is worship- 

ped.® The principal deities of the Hindus, 
■whenever they are invoked on special occa- 


sions, are seated on the Swastika^ The people 
of the Ratnagiri District -worship the Swastika, 
regarding it as the symbol as well as the seat 
of .the Sun-god.^® 

By some the Swastika is regarded as the 
foundation-stone of the universe^^ and is held 
to be the symbol of the god Shiva, and not 
of Jhe Sun.^2 

The conception of Kunbi is said to have 
taken place by the infiuenee of the rays of 
the Sun.^® 

The Swastika is considered as an emblem 
of peace and prosperity, and for this reason 
Brahman women dra-^v a figure of the Swast- 
ika in front of their houses. The custom of 
moving round such sacred objects as the Ban- 
yan, the Pipal, the Tulsi or sweet basil plant, 
the Vmbar, the Avala (Phylaathuis emblica), 
etc,, is prevalent in the district of Kolhajaur. 
There are no cases recorded in which -women 
after child-birth are exposed to the Sun, But 
on the 1 2th day after her delivery, the mother 
puts on new bangles and new clothes ; cocoa- 
nuts, betel-nuts and leaves, grains of rice, 
plantains and grains of wlieat are placed in her 
lap. She then comes out and bows to tlie Sun, 
"Wealthy persons on this occasion perform a 
homa sacrifice in their houses by kindling the 
holy fire and feeding Brahmans. No one m 
this district believes that conception is caused, 
or is likely to be caused, by exposure to the 
rays of the Sun. 

The Hindu women of the Konkan walk 
round Pipal, Tulsi^ and Vmbar trees every 
Saturday and on the Somavati-amdvdsya day, 
i.c,, the 15th day of the dark half of a month 
when it falls on Monday.^® Sometimes, how- 
ever, women make a vow to walk round a 
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imUofKdriik every sister ' 

&aaori,« lr„u“ r ”’'“ to«a Ua 
present. M ” tnakea him a 

Ttc eeremOTj „„ ilie ,5Ma.2„y La. 

■«» vosne „ aceaanl „f SabS- s 
« vers pleas, J' 

ti> b(. closed Hi/if A„^. \ 

to his amt '' 

sons who die on tlmt^dn 

«''‘v bo, are not ' ; sWuUhry 

i.c;hcij.u lo go to iWZo;C>« 

Triiipa:~^o^ the third A 

tegbl b.!f af v.«« ooM i ’'f 
fane »« Ssetibnlcd ,, ,11 a 
appeasing tl, a Afana, anaestots. o 1" 

pSaSimLS^'”*'^ '■'«'■ «f tte 
“e tag!., Wf ’„?'4S4‘pL “ f.Hb"*’ 

■aa^eafGanpati i, wnship^f a 

eeeemony I, ,„ ,,„ ^ » Seen, 

day of the bright half of every y fourth 

1 ^t-a-aafata.-, „,,„a aat^^^b’Tf 

Wf ia called Sa„ia.,i.CAat„L G 

^'^ndt/aka-Ohaturihi dav n i ^ 

day ~«i dine tb. „e« «»'a 

Smkmli ChU,rlhii„ thtr f. ^'J" °" 

^y lime and dine afL ""'”^ ‘'‘' 

^a»Wi C,„,aa,«„^;4~^- ^ 

considered the best.rs Tuesday is 


« f I Ba^b Kataii 

School Master. Ma]guua.Ram%;r! 


, fOiadpur. 
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“ *a<nS 

Setae. Master, 



^ag^anchartii: — On tlif* a 

bright half of - J J 

««»|»f^4„to':-_o„ He eft a., rf (le 

bright half of ^ 

-elating to 

brighthalf of the sa/-' f 

the qth ^ . 

a»i= h.aef«,4„„ He bWi e;^Hf 
Kmhna i^elebtated.^ “ ^ ^ 

brighthalfofCA^a,«thfbirth f ^ 

S^rna is celehrated.s ■ 

^ija^dda»kmi :~^tx fJip trut j 
briglu Wf „f <»»r •'f tie 

daryof their Villa ^ boim- 

of the Skam and A pta trees'! u ^ 

Ittef « “ * P»p.l.x 

sore to end well Weark^ ^ 

on this day.« * 'frorshipped 

“f *’■‘1 

a special fast is observed p i i 
fast on the litK da c ’ *®®P^calso 

-i» te.“ » r ti ^ “» 

so to Wen t Som "opposed to 

oo..ecSxe Z «'» » 

tas observe the first Smar- 

*ii^st wIuIb tiip tiTio 

observe the second.^ -Bbagvats 

^^an-^inddoshi- — Qn thx, loxv. a 

shipped and one or tivelve b« 

W to nep„,:f 

of the ra/„' pj,„t . ^ “«"- 

boated on thi, day a 

the dark half ^ 

goddess of wealth' the 
eaith IS Worshipped. 10 


\ Schoo] 

■; School MaatPf n atnaeirj. 

® School Masffir iSataigiri, 

' ^ Scho^ K® Eata^iriT 

^ School Master’ r®®®“V E^tn^giri. 
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^^^«k~C%aturdashi.-^Oj^ ih^ i^x, , 

the dark half of ^7 oi 

tiiie their bath beJor"”'"' ™ ^-ypeoplt 

“» «0ed, to tta, i Md .pplj 

Ndrali Pnurnima On tK r c t 

the bright half of ^ ^ 

I sea and throw into > ’ ^ worship the 

It a eocoannt.i3 

“» fc'iglt Uf ef /,e.,L t “* 

bonds arealivp ^hose hns~ 

the ;F«i„-tree.i3 * worship 

On the 15th day of tiix, u- » 

people keen tb half of 

^hole night and amuse 

of ways On th/l in a variety 

W« „e ai™^' '’?f“ ^ »* 

»« -ai,L l“?r *T ““ ^ 

torompl of the god Sir of the 

Pl«d.. Cm™ ood 

C laiU-moon day of t7\B *v, xt 

it exiled the ffeli „ ‘ 

^‘"*0l>ig6x.t heWay of Z , 

Hindus. On this night the 
Holi-fire and worship it 
the bright half Peonl ^ 

new harvest On the full ^ T 

‘^fp»f«totie«j:"irc“ 

a lamp in charity. On the fnil ^ 

the month of 

^Alrshn the births o/hrirnti w 
^ooI."oftleB.toxgfei D|^.e, lelle;. ^ 


School 

’, Peadnr,Ratnagiri.' Budrui^ Katnigirj, 





f ftiH-moon of Pamha, iho 

fn J ? tlieir Imntiog c^xMion on tZ 
Ml-n^ooir any o£ the month of JIUg/m Bnr- 

■sHipping fcJieir gods.i 

idf Of e r«7 month, ahlaliom aro given to the 
d7c!«es of the dend 2 Ti, * '-*1 to tJie 

... j j j ‘OJK^enccinent of -I 

syd a®d, 2 ,, 1 

inoon day of a month ^ SnLw 

to sot tbeir oWod „ 

People do nor set out 

Jollorpinor on tic 

fruftfnl “ ' then^ as nku /«„, 

truitful or anauspicious) 

<i«r of, fcot 

■Off pw„H„„ j,„, 

.'■ijaiej-slKnimaveaftii , ^ “ooi, 

'process follows foi- a 

22 tv .W„ a„ y 

iolIowjngao-mooHday.o ^ 

ilic eclipses of the ^alnd 
that the snn and the 
acities and that the demons 
who belong to the casrof fr "" 
to touch them and to d^v attempt 

V»e *V tta S^”- 

Stand ht the path of the « 
and tlicrchj' darkness is hfoon 

believed' that ...ahr^t ;i;^ 

commencement of the before the 

Snh and ahorrt;"*'^ 

tire Moon,, the 

“ftto a.«« b®-! .°; r'*” 

«“ ttff »w. «,p“t *4^ 


folklore of Tim mmiN 


strict fast h observed, At ihf. 

“-t tbe edips<, a. nyU t 
people hathe, Some sit on , . ' 

»* «“ g»d». or (Ih, ‘4“'”* 

»>»». or to f r 

-»lor th, „„J 4 « «o.d.»g to 

•V, “‘ff -I to t),« by 

'■> Moloirs Mill 3I,i„„ „ f”*" ' 

‘Voforc perwiis of f|,i, onci 

«->* v«g iou% ..ot r. *“ «"■ 

«‘ W -iH bo ovo,.- a,.. j/„ ;”“ . “■’<> 

bot ejuidren and t,„., Vuiao day 

“-oob boor Ibo „Sr 
‘bj»g to oat „„da, ^ y* «'«■> »iao. 

4® ““VMo,., (lat chiidtoo 
bern at that time ««imals 

SotootiMoa .0 oS,r '•"'’^J'.' 

■"'V to tlio fMortootto/™':* ^ °Vr«d 

»«5orl'>= Ibo people of tlo Ko? ' *'■•* 

tte foWtog enpodieot to ofde?T 
" Viter tto ««rtoto 

They take i p^Uul of 

Kitala„d.to,o ™ - it 

>t M regarded aa tadiea«,e of ..“’“'’fVed 
of «n edlpae. JI&., ./, 1“ e»Vnoe 
^opposed to Pe tie 1’, 'V are 

“0 Setoi a„d t of S«p 

Vdetothem to cb„i,y ”7'“ ore 
Tie people of tto 7, “““'.paodoy , 

7* “™ •bmdaoUy 

Witnesses many eellpges.e ^ 

The popnlaj. caus^ 

KoUba district, is t^e 

wbicli is said to wander 

.•f.4ss£f''«srKv^tssBo.,to^^ 


- KojfEA!} 

they cross liis 

i»«i»»i »,„j. . tJj I “' 

eclijjsr, th* yftopj^. < 5 f j;,, o . I cotoing ® it mdicates 

“i» felte. tlL tL? r f « 1 ■ ""’ -PP^rt 

•!■'>'!»'' ™ tta ,„„ .'/I “" ttep™.™ ‘ of th. daae of 

®c Konkan »IH,g,.„ “ ““ I ieavealy '* >>oli««J to be a- 

;” “><P«0 '*•?' relate 0 ."''“ '»■>« ‘'oaiKon 

-ooroi. I. rise, b..ta ,i,h to! regioJ anTl .f I “"= *"■« “f “e io„ee 

Bib3iliiu.|j „av laotive, I , »s)^ed iiim to give him lan,i 

0.0 '“'""“•oo* Wief. L”-“;;^'‘'o=foet oaly, ?be w™ 

■»*>mea sre noi ^iiowW his . A S:°<J Waman eiiJarged 

the sun »r the ai<H)«, nor ttre^tl ^ 1 footstep^Jie ocTu^d* 

f swi he occupied h 

he iniudou. to the chi d t f f god Brahma ‘he 

“«p»o «» 1 . .»pt“ L r.b' 

ffUitahic o be the most i f t as m heaven and from rhne 

!:r“ " '^fot 

«p ociipso to :r.kri ;, ' ■ - “ “* ““''■* O' “~ 


The worship of stars and planets is fn 
gae aroon/r Kontan 


1 Of .. .to., i. to 

r;.rnoif 

•«..pto.t.!^d™^!;rto r ‘'‘^■’ tt. '»»>-ip.ed by thb Ldo ^d 

‘kp Htodo., It to ZuZ Z '"" ".rr.^^” »f‘or ‘kotor^y 

tttV*!*!’''*!'! o.p.n>‘^Tf «»poctoZ;b«ir!Z!S;“B* 

/ cue ^rreat x'j> tl;_ . 


Utopotor,,.,. p„„ ri^o *«.t .»»«;■ *‘Mr.'’™'' ■'*'- »»■ 

<» if ir Wievod Hut Wt 

^<wd[ and bad luick aro j-.. . 


or irrs penance the sa^r. 

H’zrT,. t"’”*'*'* ^ 

Ttoroo;,, V- 1 - ®°^‘ ^“’'P- 

k.d.:r:ro:?:~r:zr“^ 

thological books s;aV tJi<i+ u. 


and bad rk are : . became enraged and 

infli f ^ dependant upon the ^ « new heaven w- “ 

^^fl^ence of the planets, offerings of various books sa^ that S ^ i 

h..ds are made and sacriffees perfolerfo^ ^-hista, Ang^^ 

p'™ pwte ^Trj4^‘to “•' w “"Wtpd 

«« e!ii tot;.; !f ' ! *“ **“ “f “ .''“ *?■ »»-^r«fe, t, 

»e.. of “«*■" - “■«»PW.ato„„„lipped btfore He .». 

.^etoeetof J] i„p,rte.t ee„„„,te, » A 
I duster of seven stars called the JS^ta-rishu 
«e worship ed My men at the time of the 
ceremony/ while women worship 
them on the 5th day of the bright half of 


jr to avert the effi-nf 

<?metnnes wear tmgs of those 

Whioh are supposed to L 2 ^ ^ 

the planets, ^ favourites of 

The joinbow is calJed TnSra m^ushya or 

the Indra’s bow and ,c k i- , ^ 

believed that if 

fSSKSElSig : 

® School Master, 




foimxoem op ms 


hi Z '“ 

“ ‘I"™ ‘” "1*= •«•-. of Ho 

»r o ' “"■'’‘™’ '• ax' fcow I»ed w 

ranee on tlie east is regarded ho tli ^ 

■WtoniaHe of theapproaeS of ,m“ j“ 

appearance on the Treat is equiya^t *n f 
tieparture of rain.* ^ 

its 1 r excesBive faJJ of raiu vJiiJe 
Its long dnraiiap JMo 

*■•«..• Tie oppearanoe ofthe XwL 

nieans the departure ^fTr^ '’of 

^OTTB of Trhioi. the JnZr f 

composed, tie larger ia heUerlTT^j 

an/? tx ^ wiieTed to belong ( 

Sioce tfc God &d« ‘is" *° • I 

»»In, liof»dreii«,»,sjja ^rSn bl 

%Boine HiEdHs it is K.?* j ' 
milky way a J, T 

J y IS a heavealy nVer ts 1 i{,eSe ■ 

tt' «re.t ssge Ag ' . 

B&.O.W to *» '«ia. ». 

j-f “ sontbera direotitwi tk 

/>^«gea (tie milky ) 

^ bethe iim. 
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feVtoetimes tie miy w&7' 
^bito cloEd.w . 

Oa. tbe aatiittrity jbe 
Tantta, soma p&ople *f ^i, 
Mieve that a person wfeo 
of aie polar star will die wi 
■«'Me otiiers $ubsUtms tbt 
for tie polar star and defer 
life of a diseased 
process, 

^be people of tbe Thin. 
that the raisd>ow h amed 
Won of moisture in tbe 
i» said to- eoaseetafe tiie tm 
appears t.. ^ppearaoct 

e mornisjg j* sepp,]^, 
approach of 

■Some people of ibeSloIdfe 

at the holy persons sn 
^randhaU and other sa 
o« this earth in aaclmrf; 

i. the sky byle 
™ pwcrs.i5 Hindo w, 
Fleets Bndha and Guru (hf 

Ah© 

^^taie and 

IS held by some to be fee 
aod I/akshmao, whp yfeit j 
f<^WM with the view of watc, 

»igs. O^ers, however, bt 

Presents God Indra who assr 
»eeW his orders ere exemi 

^^tes,is Theram-^towis 
goad if, it appears either at 
and of the rainy ae^sm, i 
^«ace at any other Ume 
loroode evil.io 
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2.^ 2 TrSlpI 

Sandhya tite a, if ^ 

fiaW8l« »f tie 

« tl>=7 Jeaee tteir W „ /“"^ “ 

«welle,«a,e,™e.ftr»l: ■ “' 

“e^ly built house 3 Si„, ., ^ ® 

*.p o„ tie ba,e g„„2T„ “ , '“ 

t3IIthei?pareofcsanu- 

pra»to s . •> <■'«.* w.„- 

prastas, oanyasis, and Ei-a?,r., 

to sleep .v«, 


folklore OE tttp ^ 
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bar. g.,rd 

day.-r eve ot the coronation 

»»'tif22 J°"'° "' toaleep 

on the point of death 
«>«SeteIlee„ Beae, „f , .. “■ '‘»>’ "« 

■>» tie eara.M TV «e f 
»" ttU .» one 2 T “ 

wetesJvpon ti ° ^ iiserved a vow 

xeep on the ground, P The . 
articles should not h. 7, /^e follo^ving 

__ _ ^ aot be albir-ed to touch the 


II 

^a«h, viz ; 

^od V;.i . ^ an image 

‘If. > ishnu, the lingo- at Q) • 

a ‘^onchsheJl i-Ti,. i ® bluva, 

^o^’ardan. 12 ^ basil leaves, and 

following lines are repeated in 

taormn » heforo ■ t- ■“^Pe^ted m the 
O / foot to the ground 

z,jzz: 

° G.dto« E If f ' ‘•“'1' «f my «at. 

^ iHii, vjiose surface •;<? +i i 

» - oonai ,va ,„g *1'^ =0l„„, 

«« rr;r i 

-.tv / 


‘« .leep o. tv g„„vd .t w„ “ ^'“'"‘'"i al'“°\''°'”“ “>' Th»a Di, trial f , 

-*^.vragr„Ld2v;":sr”r'‘ 

’ley equivalent of iti-*. Persons ^v7 

form a 1 . • -^ ersoHs who per- 

Ptirticolar nte* e' at fi; ■* 

^taia fa , 1 * ‘ O’' 

o-JTVd 'f SVCM. 

gm«d .. f, 7'-?"'^ ‘» *rp »alV 

f»o.r .„.f f, “”'’ ■»”»* lime 

'»«ch tVg„„„f f '*, “" “’lowed to 

f 00 am w„tor »; tv 

’t ^>n the ground ^ ^ ' PJaciug 

£.5 V~l;-“= 

SwcdirfoufhZ^^ 

of the bright mf7As^in evfry fa 4^ 
^arm, There he gathers ^ve 

.' I K SE; a^?”gm«0t«-,Gato4H 
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stonesj worships Lhcm, and offers the sweet- 
meats to tile earth. Afterwards he takes 
t portion of the food and scatters it over the 
farm. His family then gatinr tlicre.and take 
1 hearh- meal. In the evening the jicrson 
who carried the food to the farm, picks up 
some grains of barley and puts them into a 
basket. On return Imme tlie grains are thrown 
over the house. ^ 

V arious eonflicting notions are entertained 
regarding thunder and lightning. The people 
of the Ratnagiri District believe tliat the 
clouds are animals that roar, VTlien these ani- 
mals emit water it bursts forth on .account of 
the circular motion of the winds called Chanda 
and Munda, This bursting is suiaposed to 
produce thunder and lightning.^ SomewherO' 
tlnmder and lightning are said to be the 
signals given by the god Indra, to birds, beasts, 
etc,, of the setting in of the rainy season.^ 
Some people believe that the ged Indra sejids 
rain through his elephants who, being excited, 

make a noise like thunder,'* 

Others regard the thunder as the roaring of 
the elephant of the gods, while sucking sea- 
water.. The thunder is also believed to be the 
roaring of the god V^’amna, the king of the I 
clouds. The boys of the Ratnagiri District 
believe tliat thunder is a sign of the wedding 

ceremonies performed in the heavenly houses 
of the gods.** Some Mahomedans believe that 
an angel called jM’ekail has control over the rain. 
To cause a fall of rain Jlekail strikes the clouds 
with a whip of lightriing. The clouds then 
utter a cry, and this is the cause of thuiiderp 
Some people of the Tliana District believe 
that there, are big stones in the sky. which 
strike against each other owing to the force of 


The dash- 

{ iug of these stones ag,ainst each other also 
generates lightning.^ 

Ill the Kolaha District it is bclieveil that 
thunder is tile military band of the king of 
clouds and lightning is his bfmner.o Lightnmg 
is said to be produetd by the fighting of celes- 
tial elephanls; while tlnmder is heard when 
they pour out waterA® Some people think that 
thunder is the noise of the feet of the elephants 
(clouds) that give rainj lightning is also said 
to be gcner.ated from their foot fali.ii Xhe 
cloud.s arc siupposed to be the mes,sengers of 
gfds, lightning being the iwanifesbtion of 
Divine power. The gods are said to confine 
these messengers from the nahkatm of Ardrt 
to the nakshatra of Hasti, in which latter 
nakshatra they again begin to roarA^ 

Thunder is supposed to take place when the 
god Indra dr.aws his bow ; while lightning i$ 
said to be produced when the Same god strikes 
his adamant against a mountainA!* 

In the Ratnagiri District it is believed that 
earthqu.ike occurs whenever the thousand 
headed Sliesha shakes its head.^* It is said th’^it 
at one time a demon named Gayiisor became 
very troublesome, and all the gods held him 
down by standing on his body. Thereupon the 
demon requested all the gods to remain on hn 
body for ever. Occasionally this Gayfeur 
shakes his body and this causes the earth- 
quake.i-> Some people, believe that the earth 
trembles of its own accord when sins accumul- 
ate upon it.i** Others hold that the earth- 
quake takes place in the hollow parts of the 
earth.i7 Some people, however, believe that 
since the earth floats upon water, it naturally 
quakes at times. 
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T]ie Hindus being elenieat worshippers na- 
turally hold in reverence certain rivers, ponds, 
etc. In the Ratnagiri District the spring at 
Rajapur, called the Rdjdpurchi Ganga is con- 
sidered very sacred. It flows from the roots of 
a Banyan tree. There are fifteen Kundas or 
ponds, and the principal Kanda always remains 
filled with water. On occasions a big^’atm 
fair is held and people from distant places 
come to bathe and worship at the spring.*' 
Some people believe that many of the lakes, 
springs, etc., situated in the Kolhapur State are 
sacred.^ A spring or rivulet that flows to the 
east is considered specially sacred. It is called 
a Surga-Vansi spring, and it is considered meri- 
torious to bathe in it.® In the village of Kuu- 
kauli. in the Ratnagiri District if a person is 
bitten by a snake or other poisonous reptile, no 
medicine is administered to him, but holy water 
brought from the temple of the village goddess 
is given to him to drink, and it is said that the 
patient is thus cured.* The water fall at Maral 
near Devarkuha, where the river Bdn takes its 
rise, is held sacred,"' At Sliivam in the Ratna- 
giri District the people use the tirtha of a 
deity as medicine for diseases due to poison. 
They say that it is the sole remedy they apply 
HI such cases.^' There are ponds at Manora in 
the Goa StatCj and Vetore in the Savantwadi 
State, the water of which is used as medicine 
for the cure of persons suffering from the poi- 
son of snakes, mice, spiders, and scofpions.*^ 
When a well is dug, the people call a Brahman 
priest to consecrate it. The Brahman takes 
cow's urine, milk, curds, glii, sandle paste, 
flowers, basil leaves, and rice, and mfxes 

School Master, Ratndgiri. 

® School Master, Waalavli. Ratnagiri. 

5 School Master, Makhanele, Ratniigiri. 
r School Master, Ubh^d^nda, Ratattgirl, 

* School Master, Basani, Ratndgiri, 

“ School Master, Basaal, Ratnigiri. 
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them with w'ater, and after repeating sacred 
mantras over the water, throws the mixture 
into the well. After this ceremony, the people 
are at liberty to drink water from the well.® 
Before a well is dug, an expert is 
consulted to ascertain the place where a 
spring flows. A well is then dug, after 
oflTering a sacrifice to the spirits and deities 
that happen to dwell at that spot. A 

dinner is given to Brahmans af^er the well is 
built.® A golden cow is often thrown into a 
newly built well as an offering to the water 
deities.*® There is a well at Mandangad, the 
water of which serves as medicine to cure 
the poison of snakes and other reptiles.** 

It is believed that there is a class of wicked 
water nymphs called Asara who generally 
dwell in wells, ponds, or rivers, far from the 
habitation of men, Whenever these nymphs 
come across a lonely man or woman entering a 
well, pond, etc., they carry that person under 
water. The village of Mith-Bav in the Rat- 
nagiri District is a well-known resort of these 
Asaras, and many instances are given by the 
villagers of persons being drowned and earned 
olF in the river by these wicked nymphs. A 
tank in the village of Hindalem in the same 
district has a similar reputation.*® The people 
of the Konkan believe that water nymphs are 
sometimes seen in the form of women near 
wells, rivers, and ponds.*® Some say that the 
water nymphs and water spirits confer objects 
desired by worshippers if they are propitiated 
by prayers.** 

There are seven kuwdaa, ponds, at Nirinal in 
the Thana District, forming a large lake. This 

» Schpot Master, Phoude, Ratnagiri. 

*, School Master, Bandivade, Budruk,. Ratnagiri. 

? School Master. Masure, Ratoitgin, 

* School Master, Mith-Bav, Ratnagiri. 

‘0 School Master, Masiire, Ratnagiri. 

« Seboal Master, Mith-Bav, Ratnigiri. 

** School Master, Devarukh, Rataigirt 
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coals into tlie rain water.^ Irale (a protection 
against rain, made of tlie leaves of trees) is 
kept in the rain upside down, the goddess Ho- 
lika is worshipped, the boughs of the ^vali tree 
are conveyed to a place where four roads meet 
and stones are heaped over it, and eaves of 
thatched houses are beaten by boys who do not 
wear clothes, all these being done by tlie villa- 
gers with 3 view to preventing an excessive 
fall of rain,^ 

The people of the Tirana District believe 
that distinct deities preside overdistinctseasons, 
e.g., Mars presides over the spring (Vasant), 
Venus over summer (Grishma), the moon over 
autumn (Varsha), Mercury over sharat^ Saturn 
over winter (Hemant and Shislur)/'* When 
the people are in need of rain they say to the 
god of rain “Tet us have plenty of rain to- 
morrow and w'e will give thee, Oh ! God of 
rain! rice mixed with curd/' The same offer is 
made to the god of rain even when they do 
not want it. In order that there should be no 
scarcity of rain, some people perform the 
rites of LagKn-Tudta and Mahf-rudra^^ The 
following measure if adopted is said to cause 
rain. The villagers go from house to' house 
with boughs of the Dim 6 tree on their heads, 
and water is then poured upon them by the 
inmates.® The fall of rain is supposed to 
pease if a person born in the month of Fdlgun 
extinguishes burning coals in rainwater when 
his garments have been removed. “ 

Some stones are supposed to have influence 
over rain fall. There is a big stone at Varasai 
in the Kolaba District on which are drawn 
certain images. The people believe that' it 
rains hard if this stone is held straight, and 


then swung to and fro j Semo people per- 
form the following rite known m the Dhondil.^ 
jagga. They ask a person of tlie KaikMi ©r 
Vadat caste to remain naked and break, the 
string round his w'ftist, A small image of 
black earth is made and placed npon his 
head. The boy tlien conveys tlie image fmm 
house to house in the village, A woman sn 
each house sprinkles water over the image 
while the boy dances saying “ DimdU g«jya, 
Pdus gajyaf It is believed that it rains in 
the direction in which the wstf* sprinkled 
falls, A person who accompaojcs the boy 
gathers corn at every house. A dinner is then 
prepared, and the people of the caste to wlticb 
tlie boy belongs, partake of it liearUly. It is 
also said that making -water in a standing pos- 
ture causes the fall of rain.® The god It4- 
meshwar at Chanl in the Kolaba District »a 
said to have control over rain. la the temple 
of this god there is a parjanga^kund (pond) 
which is opened after performing a gicced 
rite, if there be a scarcity of rrin. There are 
also other kundos in the temple, vi*., Fdpu- 
hund and Agni-kund^ biH: no occasion has yet 
arisen to open them,® Some people believe 
that the god Agni regulates the seasoasi®. 

Eaves ot thatched houses arc cleansed with 
a brush made from the leaves of cocoanut 
trees in order that a fall of rain shoidd be 
prevented.il 1 

The ceremonies of Haritalifca, Rjsfai-Pan- 
chami, Vata-Savitri, Vsna-Shasthi, Hangala- 
Gouri, Shital-Saptami are to be performed by 
women alone.^® Similarly, the ceremonies of 
Mahalakshmi, Vasobiras, Slilv^-mutha, and a 
rite on the Makar Sankrant day are performed 
by women exclusive Iy,i» 
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Tile lite of RisMi-Panchami is joeiforoied 
on the 5tli day of the bright-half o£ Bhddra- 
pad to make amends for sins committed with- 
out knowledge, On this day women go to a 
river, a well, or some other sacred place, 
cleanse their teeth with the leaves of the 
’Aghdda plant, and take baths with something 
on the head. They then take some stones 
from that place and worship them as Rishis^ 
On the conclusion of the worship, they partake 
of fruits. On the Frata-JSdvitri d%y wamcn 
worship a banyan tree or its bonghs. The 
ceremony falls on the 15th day of the bright 
half o£ Jyesia,^ On the Haritdlika deij i.e,, 
the 3rd day of the bright half of Bhddrapdd, 
women make images of earth of Parvati and 
her two friends and worship them and fast 
the whole day. The observance of tliis rite 
contributes to their good fortune. Even girls 
of tender years observe this fast. The wor- 
ship of Mangala-Gauri is a ceremony per- 
formed by married girls for five successive 
years on every Tuesday of the month of 
Shrdvan, Similarly, the goddess Mahalakshmi 
as worshipped on the 8tli day of the bright 
half o£ Ashvin, On the Makar Sankrdnt day 
women worsliip a sugad * and present it to a 
Brahman.®^ The tShiva-muika consists of a | 
handful of corn offered to the god Shiva by 
married girls on every Monday in the month 
of -SUrdvan,^ 

The worship of Shadananda and the Holika 
Devi and the ceremonies of Shrdvani^ 
ShrdddJia and Antyesti are performed by men 
alone,* 

In some families of non-Brahmans on a 
particular day, especially on the full-moon 


day of Ashvin, the host and the hostess put off 
their clothes and perform certain family 
rites.® 

The women of the Thana District fast the 
whole day on the 12th day of -the dark half 
of Ashvin, At night they worship a cow, 
give in charity a calf, and then take their 
meal. It is to be noted that this ceremony 
called the Fagu~dfvddasi is performed by 
women who have children. On the Hariidhka 
day some women live on the leaves of a 
■Rjii tree,® 

On the BomavatLAmdvdsya ds^y women wor- 
ship a Pipal tree and offer it a hundred 
and eight things of one kind,'^ Women 
! desirous of having a son perform a certain 
rite at midnight, without clothing.® If one 
wishes to have a son, one has to go through 
a ceremony called the Hmumdn in a naked 
state,® 

The god Kalbhairav is worshipped by a 
naked person on the, Narka-Chathurdasi day 
(14th day of the dark half o£ Aslivin), 
Those learning the dark lore, e. g., muth 
mdrane, are also required to remain naked 
while studying it. They learn this lore on an 
eclipse day on the bank of a river.^® The rite 
! called ■Somaya is performed by the host 
when his clothes are off his body. On a 
certain Monday in the month of Shrdvan a 
lamp of wheat flour is prepared and burned 
by adding ghi. This lamp is regarded as a 
deity, and is worshipped solemnly. During 
the performance of this ceremony as well 
as the preparation of the requisite food, the 
host and the hostess are required to remain 
naked.^^ 
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ftiid for Lis bravery, In days gene bj' be uti- 
Jtzed bis strength for the protection of Saints, 
RisJiis, Brabioans and cows, and for this 
merit be was elevated to the rank of a Hindu 
g«d, Ev'ery Hindu village or locality is sup- 
posed to possess at least one temple of the ged 
ilaruti, and in IMaLarashtra Maiuti is tbe guar- 
dian of every village. He is a BraJtmachari^ 
ox bachelor and is one of the seven heroes wl o 
are believed to be chiranjivb or immortals.* 
Maruti is supposed to be the originator of the 
Mantra-Shdstra^ by tbe study and repetition of 
which one obtains strength and superhuman 
power. Women desirous of getting children 
go to the temple of Maruti, and there burn 
before his image lamps mrde of wheat flour 
and flllcd with ghi. The image of Hanmnsin 
IS represented in temple s in two ways, that is 
(1) Vfra Hanuman or Warrior Hanuman, (2) 
Dasa-Hanuma'n or servant Hanuman, The 
former is four d in a temple consecrated to 
the worship of the ged Hanuman alone, 
whereas the latter is found in a temple dedi 


eated to the worship of the god Bsma.» 


Since Maruti is the ged of strength, gymnasts 
tie an image of Maruti to their wrists, and 
they alfo consecrate an image of Maruti in 
their gymnasiums. The number eleven is 
said to be dear and sacred to him because he 
IS believed to he an incarnation of the eleven 
Rudras. The birth day of the god Maruti 
which, falls on the 15 th of the bright half of 
C^cifra, called the Hanuman JayantHaj is 
celebrated in the Kolhapur District with 
great reverence. Those who wish to have a 
son draw the figure of Maruti on a wall in 
red-lead, and worship it daily with sandal 
paste, flowers and garlands of Eui. Others 
bum lamps made of wheat flour before the 
image of the god. Persons who are under 
the evil influence of the planets, and especi- 
ally of the planets Saturn, worship the god 
Hanuman on Saturdays in order to propitiate 


♦ 

3 \ 


TheHindus believe that there are seven betni.- »-v,„ ~~ 7 - 1: — 

yasa, 4 Hanuman, 5 Bibhuhana 6 j ^ ran never die, i. e. 

•Knpachaiyw and 7 Parashuram. The S 

1 ScbooI.Mastei-i, Agasbi and Arnala, Thana. 


the phiimts. On this d*y they make wreaths 
of the leaves and flowers of the Rid plant And 
fldorn his neck with them. They also oflVr 
him wdiV (Phaseoltis r-idiatiis) and salt. The 
story told of Maruti is that .\nJaiH his mother 
pleased the god Shiva with her peiuaiiee, and 
when the god asked her to claim a boon, she 
requested that Shiva himself should be born 
as her son. Shiva therefore took birth in her 
womb and manifested himself us Haunnnin 
or Maruti^. 

The Local deitk'S are generally found m 
special localities or sacred placta oailed Kshe^ 
tras or Pan^ei stUnas, Thus the god 1 im* 
at Ndsifc, Vithoba at Pandharpur, Krishna at 
Dwslrka, Maiislafcshtni at Kolwan, Wagre,- 
shwari at Mirmal (Thana), Mlmrloba in the 
Ratn^iri, Shitala devt «t Ktlwa Maiiim^ 
and Kbandoba or Khanderai at Jejurl. 

Khanderdi is said to be an incarnation of 
the god Shiva. Khanderdi killed tlie demon 
Mani-Malla who was devastating the caith 
and he is therefore called MalHri or Malhari 
Knnhis and lower class Hindus in the Koakan 
as well as in the Deccan occasionally make a 
vow to the god Kbandoba that If their desire 
is fulfilled they will offer their first born 
male or female child to the service of the 
god. The male child thus dedicated to 
Khandoba ia called Wagbya and the female la 
called Murali. The W%hya and Mprali do 
not engage ia any business, but maintain 
themselves by begging in the streets in the 
name of the ged Khanderai. Though titey are 
not actually married, the Wfighyls and 

Mmralis live as husband and wife, and their 

progeny are also called Waghyas and Muralis 
They repeat the sacred cry J<ii hhanderdydeha 
Blkot, and give to pt'ople heLhhmddr 
of Khanderai consisting of the sacred 
Bel leaves and turmeric powder. The god 
Khanderai is the family deity of some De- 
shasth Brahmans, who perform a familv rite 


. 1 Asbwatthsiiua, 
-- Sanstrii text is:— 
^'TP^sr; W li 
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called Tali hharane on every 

purnima or full moon day. The rite is as 
follows: — 

A iali or plate is filled with cocoanuts, fruits, 
betel nuts, saffron, turmeric or bel bhdnddr, etc. 
Then a pot is filled with water, and on its 
mouth a cocoanut is placed. This eoeoanut, 
with the pot, is then worshipped with flowers, 
sandal paste, etc., a lighted lamp filled with 
gin is put in the same place, and the fall is 
waved thrice round the pot, w’liich is supposed 
to contain the god Khandoba. Five persons 
then lift up the eoeoanut with the iali and 
place it three times on the pot, repeating each 
timethe AVordsF/tof or Khande rdydeha Elbot, 
The eoeoanut is then broken into pieces, mixed 
Avith sugar or jdgri^ and is distributed among 
friends and relations as prasdd. On this 
occasion, as Avell as on the occasions of all 
Kuladharmas. that is, the diys fixed for per- 
forming the special worship of the family 
goddess or family god of each family, the 
ceremony called the Gondluxl dince is 
performed. On the same occasion another cere- 
mony called Bodan is performed by the Desha- 
sths and by the Chitpavans. It is as follows: — 
An image of the family deity is placed in a 
pot or plate called and it is then bathed 

in the panchdmrii, that is, the five holy things, 
»i~., milk, curds, ghi, honey and sugar. Sandtil- 
paste is offered to it as well as flowers, lighted 
lamps and some sweets and incense. Fii'e 
women whose husbands are alive then prepare 
five lamps of wheat flour called Kuranandi 
and wav'e them thrice round the face of the 
goddess or god, as the case may be. All the 
lamps are then placed in the plate or idmJian 
in Avhich the deity is kept, and the panchdmrifa 
and other materials of worship and food and 
sweet cakes are mixed together. Oecasionally 
one of the five women becomes possessed Avilh 
the spirit of the hula-devi oi family deity, and 


confers blessings on the members of the family 
for their devotion. It is believed that those 
families Avhich fail to perform periodically the 
Bodaa^ Tali and XSondlial ceremonies m 
: honour of their^ tutelary deity are sure to suffer, 
I from some misfortune or calamity during the 
: year.^ The local deities chiefly Avorshipped 
• -at Chaul, Kolaba District, are Hingiaj, Jakh- 
niata, Bhagawati, CiiamiJawati, MahikaAvati, 

' and Golamba-deA'i. At the soAving and reaping 
; times, peojile of the lower castes offer foAvIs and 
; goats to these deities, and Brahmans offer 
I cocoaiiuts.- The local deitj’- of the village 
Wavashi near Pen in the Kolaba District is 
said to possess the power 6f averting evil, and 
is accordingly held in great respect by the 
I people of many Aulliges in the District. 
! Every third year a great fair is held, and a 
I buffalo is sacrificed to the goddess on the full 
I moon day of the month of Chaiira. The 
I Pajdri of tliis goddess is a GuraA'.® Another 
: celebrated -5 f7?.ina-c?eya in tlie Kolaba District 

L , . 

' is Bahiri-Somajai of Khoppli. It is beBeAed 
I that a person suffering from snake-bite is 
I cured Avithout any medicine if he simply resides 
I for one night in the temple of this goddf ss 
I Sacrifices of goats, fowls and cocoanuts are 
I made to tliis goddess at the time of sowing and 
' reaping. The Pujdris of this deity are knoAvn 
I as Shingade Guravs-'* The worship of the local 
I deity Bapdev is much in faA'our among thcAil- 
I lages of Apta and the surrounding places. At 
j the times of sowing and reaping, offerings of 
i foAvls, goats and cocoanuts ’are made to Bapdev 
! through the PwJoVi.'' The worship of the 
I local deities Kolanibai, Bliawani, and Giroba 
j is prevalent in the Chauk villages.® To the 
i Grdma-dei'i of the village of Tale every third 
year a buffalo is sacrificed, .and at an interval 
of tAvo years goats are ofl'ered.^ The deiti* s 
Siiiva and K^kai are worshipped with great 
reverence atBakavali in the Batnagiri District.® 


1 School Master, Poladpar, Kolaba. 
s School pilaster, TiVavshi, KoMba. 
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frt many tillages of tlie Ratnagiri District 
tiifi goddess Piindliar is considered t*? be the 
Gaon-devi or the chief goddess of the 
village. The Pujdri is generally a Gcrav or 
MarathaKunbi- On every fuJl moon day cocoa- 
nuts are offered, and on the occasions of so'iv- 
mg and reaping, goats and fo^vJs are sacrificed 
to this deity .1 At Devgad'there is a temple of 
the. goddess Gajabai on the sea shore. The 
Fifjdri of this goddess is a man of the Gha'di 
caste. On the first day of the bright half of 
the month of Mdrgashirsh (December) sjiecial 
ofl'erings of goats, fowls and cocoannts are 
made by the villagers.^ Tlie deities Raval- 
uaLh, Manli, Vetill, Rameshwar and Hanuman 
u'e usnalZy worshipped in most villages in 
Ratnagiri. The villagers in the Ratnagiri 
District have great faitli in their local deities, 
uid before undertaking any important busi- 
ness they obtain tlic consent or take the omen 
of tlic deity. This ceremony is known as 
iaul gltdlne and it is performed as follows : — 
Iwo betel nuts or flowers are taken and one 
of tliein is placed on the right side of the 
deity and the other on the left side. The 
worshipper then bows before the deity and 
re(iuests her to let the nut on the right side 
fall first if the deity is pleased to con- 
sent, if not, to let the nut on the left side fall 
first. Naturally one of the two nuts falls 
first, and they interpret this , as either 
consent or dissent as the ease may be. The 
\ illagcrs have so much faith in this kanl that 
they make use of this method of divination to 
ascertain wliether sick os diseased persons 
Will recover or die. Special sacrifices are offer- 
ed to these local deities whenever an epide- 
mic like cholera occurs.3 In the Ratnagiri 
District, at many places, there are Ewayamhhti 
or natural of the god Shiva, and over 
these places temples are bailt. The Ftijdm 
of these temples are- generally Jaiigams or 

1 School Master, Katadgiri. 

= School Master,. PaniJe, Ratn^iri, 

- o . “J Master, Malgund, Ratnigiri. 

■ hchoDi Mast-in Sangameshwar, Ratnsgirl 


Lingayat Gnrrivs. No animal sftcrlfiet'fl* are 
made at these shrines--* At a short distant e 
from the village of Makimmk* there is a tem- 
ple of the god Shiva mlkd Amasyeshwar. 
The following legend is mirrated in connection 
with this temple;— The pkee where the present 
temple stands once abounded with Am<mi trees 
and formed a pasture for cattle. The cow of 
a certain man of the village daily nsed to go 
to grnze at tills piact;. The cow m:d to give 
milk twiite, but one day she gave ioilfe only 
once, and thercjifter she confejuued ty gh? 
milk only once a day. The owner therefore 
asked the iravdi or cowherd fco asc<;rtsln the 
cause of this sudden change. One day the 
cowherd noticed that the cow allowed her 
milk to drop upon a stone. At this the cow- 
herd was so enraged that he struck the stone 
with his scythe so hard that it was cloven in, 
two and blood gushed forth. He hurriedly 
repaired to the village and rbiated this won- 
derful phenomenon to the people. The villa- 
gers came to the spot, and decided to builds 
temple to the god Shiva over the stone. 
One part of tlie stone ie in this temple and the 
other part was taken to the village of Knlam- 
buiri, where another temple -was built over it.^ 
In the Sangameshwar village thb jgrdhinans 
also worship the images of the local gt>dde.sse8 
Chandukai, Jlioiai and Sunkfii, In the Kon- 
kan the deities Narayan, Ba-s^-alnfith, Manh, 
Datta, Vetal and Shiva ate worshipped every 
where.® The following legend is told about 
the deity Vetal, the leader of the ghosts: — Ijtj 
the Sawanhva'di State there is a U-mple of 
Vetal in the village of AjgaonJ As part of 
his worship it is considered necessary to* 
offer to this ddty a pair of shoes every month. 
The people believe that after a few days 
the shoes become worn out. The inference 
drawn from thi.s by the people is that at 
night the god Vetal goes out walking is 
the new shoes.s In the village of Shea 
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la tlie ItaLn.'igiri Dislrict, n. buffalo is offered j 
to the goddess Rcdjai on the full moon 
day of C7(aii»'« every third year. ^ At Narin- j 
gre offerings of eocoanuts, etc. are made to the 
deities Bhiivakfii, Cliala, etc. on the 1st of the 
month of MdrgasJdrsha. ^ The Schoolmaster 
of Ibrampur states that one of the following 
deities is the gr/nnadevata of every village in 
the Ratnagiri District viz- Ghandkai, Varad- 
han, Kliem, Bahiri, Kedur, Vaggaya, Anfcaral, 
Manaj'aj Salbaya and Vaghanibari, A proces- 
sion in their honour takes place in the months 
of CJuiitra ar.d Fdlgun. The Pitjdris are gener- 
ally' either Guravs or 3Iaratha Kimbis. A 
cereihonv called Faleiuira is performed in the 
sovring season^ while the Dhed-jodva is per- 
formed at the harvest time. At these fairs 
fowls, cocoaiTiits, goats, fruits, etc. are offered 
to these deities.'* At MalwaiV on the no-moon 
day of Shi'dvan (August) local deities and 
ghosts arc propitiated by offering to them goats, 
fowls, etc.^ At Palsct in the Ratnagiri 
District, the god Parashuram is the most 
miportant deity especially for Chitpavans, 
He exterminated the Kshatriyas twenty-one 
times, and having no space for himself and 
his Brahmans, he asked the sea to provide him 
with new land. On meeting with a refusal, 
Parashuram became enraged and was about to 
push the sea back with his arrow, when, at the 
instigation of the sea, a black-bee (bhiinga) 
cut the string of his bow, and the arrow only 
ivent a short distance. The people say th.at the 
space thus recovered from the sea came to be 
called Konkan,= At Anjarlc there are two local 
goddesses Sawanekarin and Baliiri. Offerings 
of goats and foivls are made to them in the 
months of MArgashirsha (December) and 


day except Monday and Ek&daski^ Tuesdays 
and Sundays being considered most suttablci* 
At Ubhadanda in the Ratnagiri District, Rav- 
alnath and Bliuitanatli are held in great rever- 
ence, They are believed to be incarnations of 
the god Shiva, The Pujat’is are generally 
Guravs, Ghadis, Rauls and Sutars,'^ The 
following goddesses which are popular in the 
RatnagiriDistr Let are believed to be incarnations 
of the goddess Durga, viz, Navaia-devi, "l^aghur- 
devi, Jakha-devi and Kalkai.® At Maral in 
the Ratnagiri District there is a swayambku 
or natural iinga of the god Shiva. It is called 
Mahesliwar, and in its honour a fair is held 
onthe day,® The chief local deity 

of the Dabanu taluka, Thana District, is Maha- 
Laksluni. She has seven sisters and one bro- 
ther, two of -the sisters being the Pangala-den 
at Tarapur and the Delavadi-devi at Ghivali 
Go.ats and fowls are offered to the Pangala - 
dci i on the Dasara day. Her Pujdri is a 
Gurav. It is said that the goddess Delwadi 
used to receive her garments from the sea, but 
now this is no longer the case though it is still 
believed that the incense which is burnt before 
her comes floating from Dwarka.i® Hig 
village of Ed wan there is a goddess called 
Ashapuri, who used to supply her devotees with 
whatever they ■wanted. The devotee was re- 
quired to besmear with cow-dung a plot of 
groimd in the temple, and to pray for the things 
wanted by him. The next day, when he came 
to the temple, he found tlie desired things 
on the spot besmeared with cow-dung.^i At 
Mangaon the Pujdri of the local goddess is 
either the Patil or the Madhavi of the village .^2 
In the village of Dahigaon cocoanuts are 
offered annually to the village MatUti, and 
fowls and goats to the other local deities, m 

order that the village may be protected against 
danger and disease.** It is believed that any 


dlgun (March). Sometimes liquor and eggs 
■e also offered. Offerings can be made on any 
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CHAPTER XII. 

disease Deities 
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In tte Sangamesliwar taluka of tke Bataa* 
giri District, when epidemic diseases prevail, the 
people of the village assemble in the temple 
of the village deity, offer a cocoanut to the • 
goddess, and ask for a Knul {omen). After 
receiving the ■S'aal they pray for mercy. It is 
believed that if the Paul is in favour of the 
people tJie diseases will disappear.^ At 
Achare in the Mai wan taluka of the Katu^giri 
District it is believed that epidemic diseases 
such as ciiolera, small pox, etc., are caused by 
the anger of the deities J art and Mari ; and in 
order to satisfy those deities animal sacrifices 
ore offered at the time of their worship. There 
are no other deities who cause such diseases.® 
At Vijayadarg in the Ratnagiri District, in 
cases of small pox, tlie child suffering from the 
disease is made to sleep on a silk garment 
tSovalen. Flowers are thrown upon the 
patient’s body, and arc given to him to smell. 
Income is burnt in the house. On the 
seventh day from the beginning of the disease, 
the child is first bathed in milk and then in 
water. Black scented powder called 4bir is 
thrown on the body. After two or three days 
an image representing the deity is made of 
flour, which is worsliipped, and a feast is gives 
to Brahmans and unwidowed women.^ 

At Basani in the Ratnigiri District the 
disease of small pox is averted by a Brahman 
worshipping the goddess Shitala. Brahmans 
are also worshipped, and a feast is given to 
them. In cases of cholera and the other epide- 
mic diseases the village deity is worshipped 
and sacrifices are made to her.* 

At Kochale in the Vengurla taluka of the 
Ratnagiri District, a woman whose husband is 
alive is made to represent the goddess Jari 
Mari, and is worshipped with flowers, red pow- 
der Kunkii and black ointment She is 


j given & feast of sweet things; and rice and 
I eocoaauts arc put into her lop by aaothex wo* 
man whose husband is aUve. She is then 
carried in procession Ihroagh Uie village with 
beating «f drums a«d the singing of songs, 
This is similar to the Pamdi procession, which 
is also common in that District.^’ 

At Navare in the Ratndgiri District, in 
cases of small pox, the diseased child and the 
person into whose body the small pox deities 
called Hdydf enter, are worshipped witJj ^ihit 
black scented powder, flower garlands, dec.® 

At Pendue in the Mdlwaa taluka of the 
Ralndgiri District the wrath of the feamk 
deities or Mitrikds is supposed lo be the canto 
of epidemic diseases, and these Mdirikaa are 
accordingly worshipped for their pacification J 
At Chaul in the Koliba District the god 
I Shankar is worshipped by Brennans when epte 
demic diseases prevail in a village. The wor- 
ship consists in repeating Vedic hymns. The 
nine planets are also propitiated by sacrifices of 
boiled rice, etc. There is a famotHs temple of 
the goddess Shitala at Chaol where the deity 
is worsliipped by Brilimanit, who recite Vtdic 
hymns, whenever ssiiall pox prevails in the 
village. The mantras of the goddess and the 
Shitala dshtaha are also repeated in the 
Panrdratc style- The women walk round the 
temple every day as long as the signs of the 
disease are visible on their children. The 
goddess is worshipped with turmeric and red 
powders, and clothes and fruits ate given to 
her. The -KawJ ceremony is also practised in 
tliis District. It is worth noticing that even 
Musalmfns ask for a Kaul from this goddess. 
The days fixed for Paul are : — Sunday, 
Tniesday, Thursday and Friday. The morning 
hours are considered specially auspiciou' 


* School Master, Sangimesbwar, Ratndgiri. 2 School Master, Achare, Ratnagiri, 
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School Master, Kochare, Ratn^,giti. ® School Master., Ravare, Ramtigiri. 

1 School Master, Pendur, RatnAgiri. 
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ioT llie Haul. There is another temple at 
Chaul, of the goddess Shri Golaba Devi. 
This goddess is also worshipped when other 
epidemic diseases prevail in the village. 
Saptdha u. continuous worship for seven days 
is also performed in honour of the deity. The 
gardeners (^Milts') of the village worship this 
deity every Tuesday morning with cocoanuts 
gathered from every house in tlie village. This 
temple is being repaired at present.i 
VVJien epidemic diseases prevail in the village 
of PoladpuT of the Kolaba District the god 
Shiva is worshipped by continuously pouring 
water over the deity’s head or linga. Sacrifices 
of fruits and animals are also offered to the 
village deity. Where there is a temple of 
the deity Mari or Mahamari, the deity is 
worshipped through a Brahman, and sacrifices 
of cocks and goats are offered to her. The 
deity named Shitala ia worshipped in cases 
of small pox.® 

At Vavashi in the Pen taluka of the Koliha 
District, in cases of epidemic diseases, the 
people of the village invoke the god Shiva, and 
holy fires called Aomo are kindled in honour of 
that god. Sacrifices of boiled rice are also 
offered to the deity. For averting small pox 
the deity Shitala is invoked by the maniras 
called Shitala Astaka. For averting fevers the 
gods Shankar and Vishnu are also worshipped-® 

At Medhe in the Eohe taluka of the Koldba 
District the god Shiva is worshipped in 
order to avert an epidemic, and Hanuman is 
worshipped to avert fevers-^ 

At M^a'd in the Salsette taluka of the 
Thana District, when an epidemic prevails in a 
village, the goddess Navachandi is worshipped 
and the Homa is kindled in her honour. On 
the last day of worship a goat is set free as a 


I sacrifice to tlie deity. The Bali i. e., the offer- 
ing of boiled rice, and the goat are taken 
beyond the boundary of the viUage, and 
handed over to the people of the neighbouring 
village, who follow the same procedure, and at 
last both the sacrifices are thrown into the sea. 
The goat generally dies, as it does not get 
water and food till it reaches the sea.® 

In the village of Anjur in the ThAna Dis- 
trict, in cases of long standing fevers the 
Brahmans observe the ceremony called Udak 
Shanti or propitiation by water. It is as 
follows ; — An earthen pot filled with water 
is placed on the ground. On the top of the 
pot is placed a round plate in which the image 
of the god Brahmadev the son of Vishnu is 
consecrated. Four Brahmans sit on the four 
sides of the pot and repeat their Vedic hymns. 
These four Brahmans are supposed to be the 
four mouths of the god Brahmadev- It is 
believed by the people that by performing this 
ceremony the fever is made to disappear.® 

At Eai in the Th^ns District some people 
believe that malarial fevers are averted by 
placing secretly a small stone on the head of the 
god Hanum^.’^ 

In the Kolhapur District the nine planets are 
worshipped in the house to ward off diseases 
such as cholera, small pox, fevers, etc. The 
goddess Laxmi is worshipped in order to avert 
small pox, the worship being generally per- 
formed in a garden or a grove of mango trees, 
when parched rice, cocoanuts and lemons are 
offered to her. The people assembled at the 
spot partake of the food. To avert fever, the 
people perform a certain ceremony ordained 
in the SMstra^, If the sick person is suppo- 
sed to be under the evil influence of the planet 
Saturn, the planet is invoked by repeating the 


1 School Master, Cbaul, KoMha. ® School Master, PoJadpur, Koldbai 

’ School Maatear, VSLvashi, Koldba. * School Master, Medhe, KoMha. 
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w the goddess Shafett. Af «„ Mouien on tlie foil Ty7rt/1T1 >-7,:...,., A - Y ^ 
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are nho offered bv «rr 

r.« to do .0 u^._, «■<» m^e Tieto „ffo„ „™‘* '» «>« Iw 

.ffectod by any d, •«. pWeat, «„ eL " 

«-^.copper CO.. -- 

Banyan and trees on the h - 

f tbc n.onth of ^ eessiva da,s. fW the 1 3th 

baiurday .n the nionth of SJtrdwan fAu "'T*! /j "" !" 

At Vavanje in the Panwel tali I Worshipped 

KoWha District, offerings of iie ^oaxen of the Braf 

saered trees are made at the time of i>a/‘ for a hundw" , 

(a festival). For instant u ^ dailv ^ eight times 

falls on Monday th^ ) ceremony for the P^”" I a thread 

;;j^--.^^a.th:;:nZi;rtt r 

eusri p'^IairM "tl^l -i- '' 

women after their ddiverr'^^A^ I ells'" a^e 17 

-pitting the per.t 7 her coir' - 1 1:;::^^ ' 

~I .„p„,,. , JJ- oa«« = r.d,bc Wf 

Which she has to brio., k Banyan tree is x • ^^'^*>« I>istrict the 

* home water and is r,„ ^ ^ Worshipped on 

► cotton thread, copper coins /■ * ^ curaaj m the month of 

xzzriT "““r ‘;“ " 

, in the Pen fnlriLn I of its threa/l 

the Kolaba District , - ^ite thread ceremnnv * 

cloth enn. «««<>« tree K ^ till fte 

pte™,.,e.„,d,totto B.„,a., ?.>,(, „, r «„ .ndKy.,t,„, 

wlrv r' '“‘’ ”'“ '” -“»■ »a “'" "''■’■ “’■• “O rf 

" «“ 'li-toto.. ^Me fte W ‘““"S «“ H»<J- -«„ t„ „., J. “ 

^ n IS worshipDfid An i-w,. i-._n . I tuc Banyan tree on the full mn j 

fhfl n«- ■ - ‘iAy of Je^- : 

<«o. Ufteriners nf aJaij, ^ . 


. — uiscnct, wfnZe the Ban- 

Zl r '’’*"* ”“ "■' to«„da,.,f 

arc- • ’"7^' “““lols of worsLip 
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to^goea aod j«* frtta .. ’ ‘ 

A.M«di,iicTM„. Dtoict. the B„ 

in tree is ’umiaijiaia,.^ _ j i - 


Offerings of V r 
; of cloth and fruit are niadf 

to ^is tree, and copper or Silver coins arc given^^ 

del m gold. Silver, or copper of the Banyan 

tree or of its leaf, and present it to the Brah- 
man priest alon/i- tpi'eJi - ,._ 


, tJistrict, the Ban- K_ ’ ''*' of the Banyai 

J-on tree is worshipped by women of the Daii- ''' to the Brah- 

^ -f tJw twice bom castes. o„ the full W present of money 

moon day of the month of JeHA. Copper or fori 1"'" ' P^^' 

1. ■ -enjoined in the SAd.^r., r ' ^ 

Seboo) Master, _ ‘ 


3 f 
5 

School Master, Mdldd, Thana, 


E 40 S4iiet> shelite, KoJh^pur. 


^ School Master, Ibhrampar, Ratnigjw , 

Schod Master, .Varsai. Koiiba. 

« School Master, Padgbe,;rh4na! ■ 



38 


FOLKLORE OF THE KQNKAN 


At Nago thane in the Kolaha District, it is 
believed that men who are well versed in the 
mantras of witchcraft and sorcery sometimes 
transfer diseases from one person to another.^ 
Vaccination is believed to be a method of 
transferring disease to other persons.^ 

At Malad in the Tirana District a method 
of transferring disease from one person to 
another is in practice among the Shudras_ It 
IS as follows :■ — A woman without a child cuts 
secretly a little piece from the garment of a 
woman who has children. She then burns the 
piece, puts the ashes into water, and tlic mixture 
IS then dnmlr by llic barren woman. It is 
believed that, by so doing, the evil spirit of 
tlie disease that is troubling tJie barren woman 
IS transferred to the other who has children. 
The barrenness of the first woman then 
disappears, and she begets children. It is said 
that if the second woman comes to know of the 
nuscliicf before using that garment, she 
discontinues the use of the same, and no harm 
IS done to her.® 

In the Umbergaon taluka of the Thana 
District the methods of transferring disease 
are called Muth Mdrane i. e., a bewitched 
lime is sent to the person to wlioiu the disease 
IS to be transferred. Various mantrcfs are also 
secretly repeated with tlie object of trans- 
ferring the disease to an enemy.'* 

At Kolhapur, there are no methods of 
transferring disease to other persons, but it is 
said that tJie following ceremony is practised 
in the case of persons suffering from swollen 
glands. Eice, Udtd grain etc. are tied in a 
yellow cloth, and three knots are made in it. 
This is then kept for one night under the 
pillow of the diseased person. It is taken out 

^ School Master, Nagothane, Koldba. 

’ School Master, Mdlad, Thdna. 

• Rao Saheb Shelke, Kolhdpur, 
f School Master, Ubhdddnda, Katnagiri. 


the next morning and thrown away at a piece 
where three roads meet. It is then supposed 
that the person who steps on the bundle first is 
attacked with the disease, and the one for 
whom the rite is performed is cured.® 

At Devgad taluka in the Eatu^giri District 
it is believed that c'il spirits arc fond of 
things like a cock, cocoanats, faoxkd rice, etc , 
and when a person considers himself attacked 
by evil spirits, these tilings are waved round 
his body and thrown .hway at some distance 
from his residence. This is generally done in 
the evening, but if necessary it eaxr be done at 
any time. TJie p*:r80B who goes to throw these 
things away is prohibited from looking behind. 
The things required for a 5 ali, i. e., oblationj^ 
on such occasions are boiled rice, red jmwder, 
and an oil lamp made of black cotton wick ® 
In the Veagurla taluka of the Katnigin 
District, when a person is sufFering from any 
disease for a long time, and wlmn ordinary 
medicines prove to be intlFective, a goat or a 
cock is waved round tlie body of die patient^ 
and are then put bejmnd the village boimdary 
or taken away by the sorcerer. While 
performing this rite, the man must repeat 
certain tnantrasj 

At Fonda in the Ratnagiri District, tlie use 
of scapegoats is resorted to in cases of persons 
supposed to have been attacked by evil spirits. 
Curds and boiled rice arc wai ed round the 
body of the diseased person and thrown away 
at a distance from the house. In some cases it 
is said that the cock whicli is waved round 
the body of the sick person dies instantane- 
oudy.® 

In the M^lwan taluka of the Katnagiri Dis- 
trict the scapegoat (often a cock) is waved 

® School Master, Navare, Ratn^giri. 

* School Master, Shirgaon, Thiina, 

® School Master, MitbAv, Katnagiri. 

* School Master^ Fon.de, Ratnilgiri, 
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three times round the sick person and thrown 
into tlie street. The man who goes to throw 
it away is prohibited from looking behind. 
Burnt cowdung ashes are thrown out of the 
door after the man has left the house, and the 
door is dosed at onee.^ 

In tlie Dapoli talnka, cocoanuts, curds, 

spirits from the body of thei patient are not 
thrown away, but are eaten by the e.wdsl.** 
At Navre in the Hatirigiri District, hens 
are used to extract the poison of snake bites 
from the body of the sufferer. Incases of 
cvjI spirits alone, cocoamts, cocks and goats 
ace used as scapegoats.® 


boiled rice, turmeric powder, red powder, cocks 
etc. are waved round the body of the sick 
person and taken beyond the village boundary 
or to a big tree supposed to be haumted by 
evil spirits, and in some cases tliese things are 
tJjrown away where four roads meet ^ 

In the Eajapur taluka of .the Ratnagiri 
District scapegoats are used by the low caste 
people, while Brahmans use cocoanuts, boiled 
Tice and copper coins.' At Raise in the Bal- 
nagiri District eggs, cocks, goats, etc, are used 
as scapegoats. These things are waved round 
the body of the patient, and taken beyond the 
village limits or far from the residence of the 
sick person. For this rite a man from the 
Ghadi, Gurav, Raval, or Miahar caste is in« 
vited at night* and he is paid in cash for his 
services.* 

At Ibhrainpnr in the Ratnigiri District, the 
cocks and goats used for driving oat evil 


At Dasgaon in tlie Kolaba District, a Paradi 
(basket) containing black glass beads, bangles, 

tamenc and red powders, sweetmeat of fi\e 

sorts, flowers, cocoanut, a burning scented 
stick, and rice, is waved three times round the 
body of the patient, and thrown away outside 
the village,'^ 

At Kolhapur, the use of fowls, goats, limes, 
cocoanuts, copper coins, dry ciiillies and salt 
is in vogue, not 'only in eases of sick persons, 
but also when a person performs a feat sncli 
as beading an iron bar, or doubling with his 
hands a silver coin, or winning a victory in 
wrestling. The articles are then waved round 
him and thrown away in order that he may 
not suffer from an evil e.ye, Anmng the rich 
the Same rite is performed on ordinary occa- 
sions such as leaving a house, starting on a 
journey etc. In cases of illness it is specially 
perfornied in the evening, and the articles are 
thrown away at the outskirts o-f the village, 
or by the side of n well.** 


^ School Master, Bandivade, Ratnagiri. 
® School Master. Adivare, Ratntigiri. 
5 School Master, Ibhrampur, Ratn^iri, 
School Master, Ddsgaon, Koidba. 


® School Master, Anjarla, Katndgiri. 
* School Master, Kdlse, Ratnagiri. 

® School Master, Navre, Ratndgiri. 

® Rao Sdhib, Shelke, Kglhdpur. 



CHAPTER IV. 


WORSHIP OF ANCESTORS AND SAINTS 
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^ School Mas J shiri ^ Ratuagiri. 

VSebopi 


^ bahool Master. .VayaiMfetaimrri 

^-School- Master, PabhoI/KataSi.: 

* ?2 R«4iri. 
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Maluxnfs and Eddhmats worshipped bv wash- 
inir their feet, sandai paste is applied to their 
W7, and tliep are garlanded with flowers 
Cocoanuts, a piece of doth and a gift in coins j 

are girento tiiem aceorJing to the means of Hindus Th. J % 

17 " tl,.i 

Spirits for about a thousand years 1 J Bhddra / t * soontJi o 
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School Master, .Pc,ladp,r, KoJai ' 
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School Master, Chant, Kolaba. 


' Selioni M Kateigiri. 
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■worship this Pir with fetters oa one's legs, and 
it is believed that, at the time of worship, the 
chains breafc oF.^ 

Tiiere is at Dahibav in the Eatnagiri 
District a tomb of a Hindn saint named Ehri 
Anand Mur it ^ to which the people of that 
localiiv malce vows when severe calamities 
befall them, and it is believed that the saint 
listens to their prayers.® 

When a Brahman assumes the garb of a 
recluse or San^dsi, he is considered by tlie 
people as sacred as a Hindu god, and is 
\Forshipped with great reverence, provided he 
abides by the rules contained in the 

There is a tomb of a Pir at Bdwa Malangad 
in the Panwel taluka of the Kolaba District, 
where the people make vows to the Pir, and It 
is believed tliat the Pir fniais their wishes. 
Hindu saiots such as Eamdas. Dnydneshwar, 
Namdev are held in great honour in this 
District,'* 

There is a temple of N&goha at Avae in 
the Kolaba District, wliere persons suffering 
trow snake-bite, if carried to the temple while 
still alive, are said to be cured,® 

AtKaw^adinthe Bhiwandi taluka of the 
Thfea District there is a tomb of a 
Brahmaoliari named Sakhdram Rdva who Las 
been deified by the people of that District. 
A great fair is held at the tomb every year.o 
The following instance is given of a miracle 
at the tomb Kukhdrdm Bava oS Kavr&d. A 
nian suffering from fits showed an indtotion 
to go to Kawad to read Guru Charitra for 
^ven successive days. He was taken to that 
place accordingly. After his arrival he 
continued to suffer from these fits in the 


j morning evening at the Ikm of the 

worship Bt the tomb. Ones during the fit® be 
said that he wouM be free frotu the disease if 
Es. 200 were spent in giving a feast to the 
Br^Innims at Pill. Tiie rvlalivcs of the sufferer 
agreed to arrange accordingly, and Instantly the 
man pat his head on the iSamMht {tomb) and 
threw himself on his back. He came to his 
senses after minates, and from that time he 
was completely ewed, A feast w»s then given 
to the Brahiuan.s at P43l, and Ea 200 were 
spent over it as promised. Another instance 
of miraewiar power is cited, and thsit is of the 
priest of tlic godfhm of Jfoiwan 

This priest goes up and hoists the flag of the 
godd^s on a steep hill which no other imrson 
can climb, anti it is bencvedl that he can do 
this only when the spirit of the goddess «i erg 
his body.’ 

At Ucubergaon in thg Thdm District there 
is a miracle-working tomb of a saint called the 
Datir “Pir." Sakh^r^mbava of Angaon 
Kawad, a Hindu saint, is held In high honour 
in this village.® At this place it is believed 
that some of the Pirs walk round the village at 
night, and their 'ombs are .said to be seal in 
motion. The DdtSr Pir is worshipped even 
by the Hindus of that locality.® 

At Shtrosi in the MurWd Taluka of tile 
Th^na District, SakhdranihUva of Kawad, Dev 
Mauilatdai', Chsndir^mbava of Klied, Narayan- 
bnva of Hanuri, the Entdmi of Afckslkot, the 
Swdmi of Kumhhar Peth at Kolhdpur, and 
the DamJdccrbuva of Eijapur are the prineip*! 
saints held M honour by the people.^® 

At Manikpur in the Thfea District it is said 
or flatites emanate from 


I School Ma^r,Sak.harane,.Rat«igiri. 

t 4tQrigiri. 

School Master, Aitshi, Koj^ ' 
^School Master, Padghe,%A„a. 

School Master, Umbergaou,Thina. 


certain tombs of Missalman saints.' 


School Master, Minitpur, Thina. 


* School Master, N^riagre, Eataiigiri 
School Mastar, Chaak, Ratn^giri. 

® School Master, Vttda, Thjina. 

® School Master; Dahtiau, Thslna- 
School Master, Sh-'rosi. Hiiiaa. ■ 


FOLKLORE OF THE KONKAN 


45 


At Uiuela in the Tbana District it is said 
games and smoke are given out from the 
tombs of certain Mahomedan saints situafed in 
the locality. These flames appear and 
disappear very suddenlj'.^ 

In the Kolhapur District people believe that 
ihe'Kamadhi of Swami Anandmiirti, who was 
a disciple of Baghunath Swimi of Bhramana, 
shakes on the ShArvardtri day, that is the 13th 
of the dark half of Mdgha, and on the Rama- 
nawami day i. e. the 9th of the bright half of 
CJiaitra^ at the time of the vrorship called 
Bhajan, Aumng the tombs held most sacred 
by the Hindns of the Konkan may be mentioned 
the following visi Bhnjang Swiimi of Lokapnr, 
Bamdds Swaini,the Satnadhi of Shri Shankara- 
ch^rva at Shirgaon, Chintaman Swami of 
Mntgnd, and the Samddhi of Mangalmurti 
Mhrya Chinchwad near Poona. All these 
Swavtia were BrakmafiMris or bachelors, and 
they spent their lives in the service of God and 
preached virtue and morality to the masses. 
These 'Samotilris are of two kinds: (1) of saints 
after death, and (2) of saints on the point of 
death. The third kind is called <fal Samddhi, 
i.e. immersion in water, but no tomb of the 
Utter kind is to be found in this Province. It 
IS said that, if a lime is pUced above the Samd- 
dhi of Bhnjanga Swami, it begins to shake at 
the time of the Arti ceremony. The present 
disciple of Bhujanga Swami sits in (Samddhi) 
meditation continuously for four to eight days_ 
There prevails a belief at Kolhapur that the 
smdmi whose body is buried in the tomb at 
Chinchwad is still alive. Some years ago when 
the present disciple of the Chinchwad Swami 
was anxious to take Samddh, he had a dream in 
which the in the tomb told him that he 

was stai living in that SamddUi, and that there- 
fore there was no need for his disciple to take 
Samddh. He was thus obliged to forego the 
project The Peshwas of Poona, who were 
staunch devotees of the Chinchwad 
by whose favour they were raised to a position 
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of social equality among the Deccan Brahmans, 
granted on Inam of some villages for the 
maintenance of this Samddhi^ and the British 
Government have allowed the descendants of 
the swdmi to retain the Ittdm, The following 
are the principal Musalntan saints who have 
been deifled in the Kolhapirr District:"” 

(1) BdbaJamdl, (2) Ghod Pir, (3> Bara 
Imdrti^ (4) AvacKit Pir^ (5) Buran Sdheh 
and (v) Mira Sdheb of Mira}, All these 
Pirs have been supplied with annual grants of 
money by the Kolhapur State.* 

At Ubhadanda in the Tengurla taluka of 
the Rata^iri District some Hindus have adopt- 
ed the worship of Mahomedan saints, Maho- 
medan Pirs are worshipped in the month of 
Moharram, On these occasions Hindus beg 
in the town in the disguise of Fakirs^ arid the 
alms thus obtained are offered to the Pir 
They make offerings of water to the Pirs, while 
the tdbut$ are being carried to the sea for 
immersion. But this practice is being slowly 
discontinued,® 

At Bandivade in the Ratnagiri District 
Hindus offer cocoanuts and Jchichadi to the 
Pirs at tile time of the Moharram^ and at some 
' places a lamp is kept burning every Monday in 
honour of a Pir,'* 

At K^badevi in the Ratnagiri taluka there 
is a tomb of a Musalm^n saint who is worship- 
ped by the Hindus. Similarly there is a Pir 
afc Gaoakhddi in the Rajaptur taluka who is 
held in reverence even by high caste Hindus ® 

At Ade in the Dapoli taluka of the Ratnagiri 
District there is a tomb of a Muaalman saint 
which is worshipped by the Hindus including 
the Brahmans. The building and also the 
mosque in tliat village have been repaired from 
contributions obtained from high class Hindus. 
Many Hindus of Devagadin the RatnV^ 
District worship Musalman saints. Occasional- 
ly they offer cocoanuts to and throw 

Ted powder over them . They also make vows 
to the Pirs.’’^ 
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riiei-e arc two Firs at Vijayadm-g who arc 
worshipped by the Hindus. Tiie same practice 
prcrails at Rajapur and Kliarepatan.^' 


At Chauh in the Karjat taluLa of the Kolaba 
District some Hindus worship Firs. The 
members of the KetJear family of Chauk are 
the Piijdris or ministrants of the Mnsalmto 
sunt known as Bdva Mnlangad, This shows 
tint even Brahmans worship Miisalman 
saints.^ 

The tomb of Band M&langad situated in 
the Kolaba District is worshipped first by a 
Bi-ihmau and then by Musalranns. Tlie Braii- 
irrai worshipper performs this task more for 
the pecuniary benefit which ho derives from the 
worship than from faith in the divinity of 
the Pir.s 

At Poladpnr in the Mahdd taluka of the 
Kfllaba District tiiere are no instances of 
■Musalinan saints, being worshipped by Hindus, 
but persons wishing to have children make 
\ows,to Firs, and children born by the favour 
of such Firs are required to assume the robe 
of a .Frt/cir. during the. Mo/iarra?ra festivities.^ 

The practice of worshipping such saints 
exists at .Klwpoli in the Kolaba District, 
Persons in trouble, or desirous of getting 
children, make vows to the saint Imam Hussein 
aild when their desires are fulfilled they dress 
themselves as FdHis and beg at certain places 
during the Moharravi. festivities.^ A certain 
Lakshman Gangadliar Joslii of Eewdanda in 
£!ie Kolaba District is the Mtijdmdr (priest or 
nrfnistrant) of a Musalman saint ChdnsewalU 
nnd he holds an Indm in connection with his 
office of Mujd7var of tlie saint’s 

At Ahslii in the Kolaba District there is .a 
tomb of a Fir which is worshipped by lower 
class Hindus .such as Kolis, Mdlis and 
Bhanddris," 

The Hindus of Bhnwan in. the Murbdd 
taluka of thb Kolaba District worship the Fir 
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of tile iocitlity. It is said that tiic cultivators 
of the village on:. c In.st timir cattle, and that 
a Fiikir attributed the loss to tlw r.age of tin 
Fir, Since that tiiiw iliey are careful to vvorslup 
the saint, and the result is that there has been 
no disease among their cattle. They offer 
Malinda i, e, liread and jdgri, to the Fir every 
Thursday.® 

Tim Hindu inliabitants of MalAd in the 
Thana District sprinkle water over the roads 
by which the tdbuis arc to pass, nnd allow 
their children to pass beneath the tahuU. 
Some throw sweetmeat on tiic Idhuts^ and 
distribute tiie same to the poor,'-’ 

At Shirgaon in the Mnhim lalukfi of the 
Thana District some Hindus make vows to tin 
local Fir and take part in ike tdbui irrocession 
They pour wnlei’ over the feet of the idhui 
bearers, and throw <ihir (black scemted powder) 
and flow'crs on the tdhuit, Tliey also distribute 
to the fabirs Malhida, or KMchadi.^^' 

The Mujdmav (priest) of the saint Walh 
Amir SJiaha of Shabupur in the Thana 
District is a Maratiux by caslc.^^ 

In tlie Kiolhilpur District Firs are held in 
great reverence by Hindus, They make vow s 
to tlie Firs in order to get a son, and when 
their object is fulfilled they offer a preparation 
of Til (sesanium) and sugar called Remadi, 
and other sweets called Change, MttUnda and 
Pedhe at the time of MoJmTrarn. They also 
give Fahlri to their sons in the t&biit season 
Some of them even bring a tdhut and Hal 
saheh to their houses, and spend much money 
on them for illuminations, etc. They dance 
from one Ndlpir to the other saying that the 
Nalpir has entered their bodies. While going 
through the streets they cry out vtiry loudly 
the words ‘Ycdli Dkulla^, The holiday of tlic 
Moh-arrani is obsereved for ten days. On the 
tenth day the tahuts and the Ndlpirs are taken 
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to tlic rivor for the ymrpose of iuimcrsioii. 
Wihle returning home from the river with Use 
bundle of the Eatka of Ndlpir on tlieir heads 
they cry out loudly the following words ; 
"Ahibiddyo ala bidditka //ft Husati haiti 
aluloshake xtdidn albicla” . On Die third day 
after the immersion of into the river, 

the Firs devotees kill a goal iu the name of 
their patron Pir and make a preparation of 
the goat’s flesh called Konduri} 

Tiic following rites are in vogue for the 
cure of barrenness in the village of Dabhol in 
the Itatnagiri district. — (1) Walking round 
the Pipal tree daily; (2) Observing a fast for 
sixteen successive Mondays ; (3) Performing 
the worship of Shiva after observing the 
aforesaid fast.- 

At Kdlshc in the Malwan taluka of the 
llatnagiri District a barren woman is required 
to walk rovind a Pipal tree every day jn the 
morning, and if the barramess be attributed 
to the disfavour of any deity or the attack of 
an evil spirit, the same deity or the evil spirit 
IS invoked and worshipped by the woman her- 
self, or through a medium who knows the 
appropriate mode of worship,* 

To steal an earthen image of the God 
Ganpati^ to make a cross or a <SrvdstiJca on the 
bodies of children with marking nut, and the 
worship of the god MrJrufi or some other 
powerful deity at midnight in the no moon by 
a barren woman, after divesting herself of her 
clotliesj are rural methods for the cure of 
barrenness observed at Aujarle and other 
places in tlie DapoU taluka of the Ratnilgiri 
District.^ 

At .Bihiiivade iu the Ratnflgiri District 
■copper amulets and black cotton strings are 
u&ed to cure barrenness. Some people make 
vows to a particular deity, and some perform 
the liteof A'ftgftlmZi.'’’ 


^ To walk round Pipal and Vmhar trees to 
Circumambulate tire temple of a particiiUr 
deity/, and to, make vows to that deity, to recite 
or have recited the lioly scripture Harivansha^ 
are methods in practice for cure of barrenness 
at Achre in the Malwan taluka of the 
Ratirigii’i District.*' 

^ At Vijayadurg in the Ralnagiri District, it 
is believed that beating a woman at the time 
of an eclipse is one of the surest methods of 
curing barrenness. Some people give charity, 
obseri-c lasts, worship certain deities and 
make vows to them to obtain children.'^ 

At ITbhadanda in, the llatnagiri District 
•Stealing the idol of Krislma when it is Ijcing 
worsliipped on the 8th day of the dark lialf 
of ^ArftWi (August), the birth day of the 
gxid Krishna, and putting a cocoanut or a 
betelnut in its place is believed to be the best 
method of curing barrenness.'® 

At Chauk in the KoMba District, the same 
plan of stealing the idol of the god Krishna is 
observed as a cure for barrenness. But here 
the idol is returned with great pomp, and re- 
placed IU its original place after the birth of a 
child. The godlings Ilanum&n and Bawan 
Pir are also worshipped for the cure of 
barrenness.'* 

At Poladpur in the Kolaba District the 
favourite method of curing barr-snness is to 
obtain copper amulets and black or red cotton 
strings from a Fakir,*-* 

The following are the methods in vagus for 
the cure of barrenness at Khopoli in the 
Kolaba District. 

(1) To inquire from a sbrccrei. the cause 
of barrenness, and then io perform the rites 
mentioned by him. 

(2) To use copper . amulets and cotton 
strings taken from a Mdntrik i. e,, one well 
versed in the Mftwtrfls. 
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(3) To ivalk round tJie Tulsi (basil) 


plant or the Pipnl or Banyan tree daily in the 
moitning after wxirslupping it. 

. (4) ' .To feed another woman’s child, or to 
give milk to a child. ^ 

At Nata in the Kolaba District, a woman 
wishing to have a child is required to strike 
with a knife the Jack, the Tamarind, and the 
CJidaipu trees daring an eclipse. Jt is believed 
that by so doing the woman will hear a child, 
and the trees will also bear flowers and fruits,^ 
At hicdhe in the Soha taluka of the Jtolaba 
District, the following methods are in vogue 
for the cure of barrenness; — 

(1) To worship the god Shiva and to 
observe fasts on Mondays. 

(2) To worship the god Ganpati and to 
observe fasts on Sanhasihi chaturthi i. e , tlte 
fourth day of the dark half of every month. 

(3) To walk round the temple of Maruti 
and Papal and Vmhar trees every day, in the 
morning,® 

At Padaghe in the Bhiwandi taluka of the 
Thana District, images of fiama and Krishna 
are put into the lap of a barren woman on 
their respective birthdays i. e., the9lhday,of 
the bright half of the gth day 

of the dark half of Shrdwan. Cocoanuls are 
also placed in her lap with these images,'^ 

At hfanikpur in the Tha'na District the 
goddess Shiida is worshipped by women to 
cure barrenncs.s. They observe fasts, and go 
to the temple of the goddess bare-footed with 
their hair loose and throwing milk on their 
path. They offer to the goddess wooden cradles 
and children’s toys in fulfilment of their 
vows.® J 

At Shirgaoii in the Mahim taluka of the 
Thana District, it is said that the repetition 
oi the ina»fro“ Santdn Gopal jdy' is resorted 
to as a cure for barrenness,® 
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At Wade in the Tbfina District.wonien make 
vows even to minor deities such ns Cbtdoba 
to get rid of barrenness. They also use cojiptr 
amulets and cotton strings procured from a 
sorcerer well versed in the use of 7naniras.~ 

At Daltigaon in the Thana District the 
worship of tJie god Siiri Satya Narayau is 
held to cure barrenness. Some women also 
distribute to the poor yagri equal to the 
weight of a child.® 

At. Deliari in the Murbad taluka of the 
Thana District, the village deity Deliari Mata 
is invoked and worshipped by women for the 
cure of barrenness,® In the Kolhapur District, 
the help of the family deities and of the 
I household deities is invoked. Women take 
turns round the Banyan, Fipal and Umhar 
trees. Some make vows to the gods and 
perform certain propitiatory rites as well as 
the Ndrdijnn Ndgabali. It is believedi that 
the cliildren do not live long if n member of the 
family has killed a snake, or if the funeral 
rites of a person in tlie family have rensained 
unperformed. The following ceremony'' m 
known as Ndrdyaii Ndgabali, A snake is made 
from the flour of Hdla (panic .seed), and 
another made of gold is put into it. It is\hcn 
hurnl like a dead body. All the ordinary 
funeral rites are performed. After performing 
the eleventh day rites, homa, i.e., sacredt Are, 

IS kindled at night time, and after keeping 
vigil for the whole night, milk and a dakakana 
are given to Brahmans. A feast is given to 
eleven BraJuaans on that day. On the twelfth 
day sixteen Brahmans are fed, and on the 
tliirteentli, five Brahmans are given a feast 
after performing the JSkruddha rites. On the 
fourteenth day, again, a feast is given to about 
100 to 500 Brahmans according to tile means 
of the host. It is believed that, after the per- 
formance of these rites, the soul of the deceased 
reaches Jigavai, and there is an end to the 
troubles and misfortunes of the family.^® 
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the woeshit of the malevolent bead 


At Ubbadanda in the Hatnagiri District the 
following dreams are believed to be lucky and 
propitiows. To swim through the river or 
sea, to rise to the sky, to see the Son, the 
Moon and the other planets, to eat meat; to 
bathe in blood, and to eat rice and curds. It 
is also believed that the sight of white objects 
.in dreams foretells success in any work or 
undertaking tliat may be in view, A deity, a 
Brahman, a king, a married woman decked 
with ornaments, a biiUock, a mountain, trees 
full of fruits, clhnbingthe Umber tree, a 
looking glass, meat and floweTs, if seen in 
dreams, are good omens. Climbing die 
Palas tree, Warul i, c*. an ant heap, the bitter 
lime tree, to marry, to use red clothes or red 
flower garlands, to eat cooked meat, to sec the 
son and the moon without lustre, and to see 
shooting stars during dreams, are said to be 
bad omens. 

At Mitbav in the Devgad ialufca of the 
Eatnagiri District dreams are believed to 
be caused by indigestion and restlessness. 
To embrace a dead body in a dream, to see 
troubled waters, to dine heartily, are said to be 
bad omens. Feasting friends and receiving 
gifts from them are said to be good omens.® 

At Fonde in the Eatnagiri District dreams 
are said to indicate things tliat have happened, 
or are about to iiappen in the near future. 

All white substances other than cotton, salt, 
and bones, arc 'considered auspicious, and ail 


black substances excepting a lotus, a horse, 
an elepJiant. and a deity are considered 
mauBpicious.® 

At Ibhraaipur in the Chipluti taluka, hor- 
rible dreams are good omens, while pleasing 
dreams indicate approaching calamities.* 

At Pendnr in the Eatnagiri District it is 
believed that dreams foretell future events 
It is believed that the dream will prove correct 
and elFective if the person dreaming has asked 
three questions and received tliree answers 
in his dream. Those dreams which are caused 
through cold are called Jalap, They are 
generally false dreams, and no good omens are 
derived therefrom.^ 

At Basani in tiie Eatnagiri District it is 
believed that the ancestorswho take interest 
in the welfare of their descendants appear in 
dreams and foretell future events, so tliat the 
dreaming person may take the needfui precau- 
tions for tile prevention of future calamities.® 

At Kalse in the Malwan taluka of the 
Eatnagiri District it is believed tliat dreams in 
the last part of the night, i. e, just before 
daybreak, and in, which great men are seen, 
generally prove effective. If anybody sees 
iumself married in a dream it is supposed that 
he will hear of the death of some relative ‘ 

At Cliauk in the Kolaba District it is 
believed that, when calamities are threatened 
the guardian deity of the family as wcU as 
the dead ancestors appear in dreams and give 
warnings of the coming calamities.® 
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folklore of the kohkak 
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Sneezing at tiie time ol‘ taking food i. e, ’K’hik’ 
at meals, w'kile sleeping, and wliile sitting on a 
praying carpet is considered auspicious. Sneez- 
ing ■with one's face turned towards the north, 
the southj and the east is also unlucky,^ . 

In the case of Eliagats and exorcists ya'wn- 
ing is considered to indicate that the disease 
will disappear.^ 

In the Konkan it is believed that sneezing and 
yawning indicate the call of death, and therefore 
it IS ciistojnary among the Hindus to snap the 
thumb and the middle linger at the time of 
yawning, and to repeat the w'ofds Shatanjiva 
t. e. Live for hundred years, at the time of 
sneezing.^ Sneezing on a thresliold is believ- 
ed to forebode evil.^ 

At Kolhiipur, people believe that sneezing 
and yawning forebode evil, and the practice is 
to repeat the follo'wing words at the time of 
sneezing and yawning, viz, Sh<iianpva i;e, Liv'e 
a hundred years, and also to repeat the name of 
Ham, while snajjping the thumb and finger 
{ehMtaki), In the case of a person suffering 
from a serious illness, sneezing is supposed 
to indicate a cure. If a woman sneezes while 
a man speaks, it is lucky, and if a man sneezes 
it is unlucky. The reverse is the case in 
respect of females.® 

In the Konkar 4 Rdksliasa*. or malevolent 
spirits, are believed to be v cruel. These 
evil spirits are held in great fear, and people 
try to avoid giving them offence. It is sup- 
posed that to cause displeasure to these demons 
may bring about death. With a view to pro- 
pitiate them, offerings of cocks and goats are 
made to them every year regularly on fixed 
days/- If a woman gives birth to a child which 
is extraordinary or horrible in size and 


! appearance, it is believed to be a demoni 
! reborn. Such a child is supposed to bring 
bad luck to the family.^ The Konkan people 
believe that in former days Rnkshasas, or 
malevolent demons, u'sed to be tall, ugly, black, 
■witli long and loose hair, big teeth, and with 
their foreheads' painted witli red load, or 
skendur. They could assume any form tliey 
liked, were powerful, and could fly in the air. 
They were fond of Jmman fitsh.'' The 
people of Khopoli believe that Kliavis is the 
ghost of an African Sidki, This spirit is 
very malevolent, and i xoreisis find it ver\ 
difiicult to bring it under control. A strong 
belief prevails in the Konkan districts that 
those attacked by the spirits of non-Hindus 
are beyond curc.^ 

According to tlie belief of the people in the 
Kolhapur District, Brahma R die shasa is one of 
the most powerful spirits- It takes up its 
abode in the sacred Pipal tree, and, when it 
attacks a person, little hope is cnttrtaiiit d ol 
his delivery from its grasp.i® 

The following are ilic principal mali- 
gnant spirits of the Konkan. 

(!)• VetHi, ( 2 ) Eralmmgraha, (;) Sain- 
bandhas, (4) Dtvach^r, ( 5 ) Munja, ( 6 ) Kha- 
vis, (7> Girha, (S) Clietak, (9) Zoting, 
( 10 ) Vir, (il) Chedn, (i 2 ) Mhasoba, fl 3 ) 
JiSkhin or Alwant. (14) Lavsant, and (15) Ha- 
dal. 

( 1 ) Vet»i is believed to be the King of 
Spirits.il Vetfii is considered to be a deity 
and not an evil spirit. It enters into the 
body of an exorcist and helps him to drn 4 
away other evil spirits.!^ 

(2) Brahraagraha is the ghost of a Bruli- 

man well versed in the but who is over 

proud of his education.!® 
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(3) Sainbaiidha is the spirit of a person 
who dies without an heir, and whose funeral 
ntes hare not been performed by any member 
of Ihs family. It troubles the members of 
the familj'-, but when invoked through a Bha- 
gat it becomes harmless, and even favour- 
able to the famUy> It is the spirit of a 
covetous person or a sanyhsi who dies with 
his desires unfulfilled.^ It does notallow 
anybody to enjoy his wealth, and takes 
revenge on an enemy till death ensues. It 
haunts trees, wells and unoccupied houses.'^ 

(4) Devachar is the spirit of a Shudra who 
dies after lus marriage.^ These (Devachar) 
spirits arc said to reside on the four sides of a 
village. The .spirits which reside in burial 
or cremation grounds, on river banks, and in 
old trees are said to be subordinate to these, 
Cocoanuts, plantains, sugar, cocks and goats 
must be given annually to gain their favour.® 

(5) Munja is the spirit of a Braliman boy 
who dies immediately after his thread ceremony, 
but before the final ceremony called Sad-mtinj 
is complete. It does not greatly affect its 
victim but simply frightens. When it attacks, 
it is difficult to drive out. It is cast oat only 
when the patient makes a pilgrimage to a holy 
shrine.® It resides in a Pipal tree or in a well. 

(6) Khavis is the spirit of a Mwsalman or 
a non-Jrlindu.'f It is also the spirit of a Maliir 
or a Mang.5 

( 7 ) Girha is the ghost of a person who 
dies by drowning, or of a murdered person.® 
Girha is not very powerful, and obeys the orders 
of the erorcists. It only frightens and troubles 
people.^® It lives by the water side, and 


deceives persons at night by caliing them by 
their names and leading them into false paths. 

It often troubles people while crossing rivers or 
creeks at night, and leads them to places where 
the water is very deep. It is said that the 
spirit Girha becomes the regular slave of a 
person who tabes possession of the hair of its 
head, and gives him anything that he requires. 

It requests the person to return its hair, . but 
this should not be given under any circum- 
stances. For, if the Girha gets back its hair 
all sorts of misfortunes will befall the man. it 

(8) Cbetak is the ghost of a person of 
the Kiinbi or Shudra caste.^® This spirit is 
also known as Ddv, 

(9) Zoting is the ghost of a man belonging 
to the Kharvi or Koli casters it js also said 
to be the ghost of a Musahnait,!* 

(10) Vir is the ghost of an unmarried 
person belonging to the Kshatriya com- 
munity.^® It is also said to be the ghost of a 

Rajput or a Pwrbhaya (Pardeshi.) 

(11) Cheda is the ghost of an unmarried 
Mah^r. It resides on mountains, in jungles, 
and the outskirts of ttie village.^'^ Cheda 
attacks domestic animals. It haunts fields and 
farms, and resides at public places where the 
Holt fires are annually kindled. To avoid 
being troubled by it. peiople offer annual 

sacrifices of fowls and goats.i^ 

(12) Mhasoba is the lord of the ghosts, 

and is equal in might to Vetal.’-® 

( 1 3 ) Jakliin or Alwant. Jakhin is the 
ghost of 0 woman who has a husband alive 
Alwant is believed to be the spirit of a woman 
dying at childbirth or during her nmnsts- 
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resides at burial or creuiation grounds. 
Persons attacked by this spirit are taken to 
Narsoba's W^di or Gangapur^ "wliicb are 
celeltrated as shrines for the removal of 
malignant spirits.^ 

(14) XrOFsat is the ghost of a widow, it 
generally resides in burial and burning 

grounds, and attacks doiaestic animals and 

■ 1 * ■» . 


their calves. iHs also said to tear dothes and I , ^ 

i bow and an arrow, b/i«og bnjn bread ami 

eat corpses,^ , . . „ . a, j ,niu 


they favour any person, he enjoys bcaltli and 
happiness for a period of twelve years. But 
after that period he is ruined.® In addition te 
the varieties of malignant spirits already des- 
cribed, the following spirits are known at 
Shirgaon in the M/iliim taluka of the Thaiia 
District, They are — Flirwa, TFAghoha^ Asat/is 
Gangud^ Saitd/i and CknUannad^a, TJjc spin-*- 
kno-wn as J/frwa requires the offerings of 


cat corpses. 

(15) Hadal or Hediili is the ghost of a 
woman who dies within ten days of childbirth 
•or during her menses. It is supposed to be 
an evil spirit, but it can be kept in check bv the 
i*se of a cane. It attacks all sorts of persons, 
bust leaves them as soon as it is beaten.3 

This spirit is also known as Ddkan in the 
Kolhapur district.-* Satavi is the ghost of a 
woman. It troubles women in childbirth, and 
kills their children on tlie 5th or 6th day after 
their birth, 3 Sh^kini is the ghost of an 
™mamed girl. Talkhimba is the ghost of 
an immarried Shudra or a person from the 
low castes.e The people ofVijayadrug believe 
that one who hates and troubles the Brahmans 
and speaks HI of their religious duties becomes 
a Brahma Sanbandha after deaths At Polad- 
pur in the EoUba District tlie ghost Bdpa is 
represented by a stone painted with red lead 
and oil and placed at the boundary of a field 
It is the guardian of the field, and protects the 
owners interests. Offerings are made to it 
annually. Jf the annual offerings are neglect, 
ed, it troubles the owner of the field. It also 
troubles others when distuirbed.8 
The spirits known as Kdlkdicke Shut and 

Wien 


‘ Sow tote.ObMMnai UMoijiri. 

, Schoa! Master, Khopol, KoMba. 

School Master, Chauk, KoMba. 

S^ool Master, Viiayadurg, Rat„SgW. 

School Master, KhopoH, Koidba. 

■s Ratmigiri. 

School Master^ Shirgaon., Thaaa. 


f sF tiaau . 

chaini of garlic. The haunts .jungle 

and troubles doniostic animals, Cocoanuls tint 
lamps of ghi are offered In it. Asumif are, tin 
doilies that dwell in wati-r. TJtey infest lb. 
wells and ponds, and attack women and eiiildm 
at noon time and in tlie evening. It,,.d h ul 
cocoaniit.s, flowers, parched rice (/o'liyc) me 
ndddpudi arc given to them.^® 

At Ibhriinpur in the Ratnagiri District it 
IS said that the evil spirit .rioting goes alimrt 
iicadless.^^ 

The people of Medhe in the Rohe taluka 
believe that the sinrit known as Girka, which 
resides in water, goes about headlcss .^2 

At Shirgaon in the Mahim taluka it is bcUt- 
yedthat the spirit Hirwa goes about headless 
it troubles human beings and animafs. The sea 
and the jungle arc its places of abode. To 
avoid being troivblcd by it, cocoannts, 

fowls are given to 

The people of Daliignon in the Mnrbad 

taluka believe thnt the known as Prem 
goes about headle.S 3 .^'* 

Some evil spirits haunt .trees such as the 
Ptpal, Bdhlml and AduUa^ Some have tJkir 
haunts on a public road wlicrc three streets 
meet, or in a dirty place, some haunt old 
houses, and the rest prefer to reside in 

4_ * IT 4 .. 


burial and burning grounds.^® 
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Many spirits dwell in b^E^iai or cremation 
grounds. Among them are Vetal, Jakhin, 
Ifliavis, Khaprya, Noting , Dav, Girlta, Aiavat 
and Lavsat.^ 

The spirits Mimj a and Sambandh are said 
to reside near houses and old trees that pro- 
duce sweet smelling flowers. The spirits Dev- 
char and Chalegat are said to reside at the 
four corners or the boundary of a village.^ 

It is believed that all kinds of spirits 
assemble at night at tlie funeral ground when 
a body is bm'nt or bnried.^ 

The evil spirits known as Khavis, Zoting and 
Kafri are said to dwell on mountains and in 
jungles j while the others named Samhandha^ 
Jdkhin, Iladal and Ldvsai are said to reside 
on trees.^ 

Musjja resides in the Pipal tree, Sambandh^ 
dwells in the Banyan, Pipal and Umbar trees. 
It is supposed to be a guardian of buried 
treasure,® 

At Murbad in the Tiiana District, it is 
believed that an evil spirit known as Hadal 
infests tlie tamarind trees,® 

In the Kolhapur District it is believed that 
the ghosts of persons dying on battlefields 
infest mountains and jungles, and the evil 
spirit known as Sambandh infests treesj 
Generally in the Konkan, and specially in 
the Rntnagiri District, young mothers and 
their children are supposed to be liable to the 
attacks of the spirits Satdvi, Avagai^ Alavant^ 
■Jdkhin, DevchAr and Chdlegat,^ 

At Khopoli in the Kolaba District it is 
believed that a young mother and her child 
are gorerally attacked by the spirit of the 
dead wife of her husband, or by a Hadal or 
Ldvsat, The spirit that attacks a woman 


during her childbirth is difficult to drive out. 
The spirits are always afraid of cleaniiness, 
and therefore, where there is cleanliness, there 
is very little fear of their attacks*. 

The people oi Shirgaon believe that the 
fiend known, ns Hedli attacks a young mother 
and her child. The or the ‘sorcerer, 

makes use of iiis cane and of the dirty incense 
known as Hurk^a Uda^^^d compels her to 
speak and to ask for what she wants. Some- 
times she speaks and asks for the things 
required. Boiled rice and curds, and oil with 
red lead arc given to her. When she leai es 
the body, the person becomes insensible for 
a short tinie.^® 

The fiend known as Zladol, and other cmI 
.spirits of tJic female sex, generally attack 
a young mother and her chijd. They are 
generally attacked by these fiends on a public 
cross road where three roads meet, or under a 
Bdhltoi tree, and also at wells.^^ 

At Ubh^idanda in the Vengurla taluka it is 
believed that those who are killed by tigers 
or other wild beasts are born as kings in the 
next generation.!* On the other hand the 
people of Bankavli are of opinion that those 
who suffer death at the hands of tigers and 
other wild beasts are turned into spirits. The 
spirit of a person killed by a tiger is called 
FdghvirJ^ 

At .ikchare it is believed that persons killed 
by lions and tigers attain salvation, while 
those killed by inferior beasts go to heE.!^ 

The people of Ibhr^mpur believe that 
unmarried persons killed by tigers or other 
wild beasts take the form of a ghost. Males 
become Uirhas and females become J&khtns 


and h&Bsats}-^ 
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At Pendui' it is' believed that persons killed 
by' tigers and otlier vild boosts become 
Brahma B-aksImsct. Tiio same form. is assum- 
ed by those who die by occideiir. A murdered 
larn becomes o ’Dcraahar} 

In the .District of Ivolluipur a belief pre- 
vails that the spirits of those killed by tigers 
01 otlier wild beasts , assume |Jie form of 
ghosts. It is also believed that persons who 
die before they are married do not attain 
salvation, and there fore it is considered in- 
luspicious among tiie Hindus to remain 
unmarried. This is the real reason why the 
majority of tlie Hindus marry their children 
it an early age A 

The ghost of a woman dying in cliildbirtli 
or during her .menses assumes tlie form of 
Alwant. For the purpose of preventing the 
dead woman turning in to a ghost the following 
device is adopted. Tlie corpse, instead of being 
burnt as usual, is buried uiidergroimd, andfoa.r 
iron nails are fixed at the four corners of tlie 
spot on svjiich the body is buried, and plants 
bearing red dowers are planted thereon.^ 

At Bankavli it is believed that the ghost of 
a woman dying in childbirth or during her 
menses ..assumes the form, of Jakhin, while the 
people of the Kolhajiur District believe th<atit 
assumes the form of Iladal.* 

The special precautions Hint a father has 
to take at the birth of a child are:— 

To arrange for a suitable place or a room 
piovided with the materials required for the 
occasion, and to ensure the correct moment for 
the birth of the child. No person .other than 
I midwife is allowed toemter the room for the 
first ten days. A pot is kept filled with water 
md a twig of the nm tree in the entrance, 
of the house, and all persons entering tlie 
house have to wash their feet with this water. 


A knife or .some olh.cr -sliurp weapon is kept 
niider the bed of the woman in order that the 
mother and her child may not be attacked by 
a spirit.'’ 

The cliii'f reason for cn.su ring the correct 
moment for the birth is that, if the birth takes 
place at an uniucky hour, special rites are 
necessary for averting the evil effects. These 
rites consist in the recitation of certain holv 
; maniras and in giving presents of mocev, 
sessaumm, ingri, clarified butter, etc., to the 
Brahmans and alms to the poor.” 

At MccHic in the liolie taluka, it is customary 
for tlie father to thro-w a stone in. a well, a pond, 
or a river at the birth of his .son, and then to 
look at the face of the child.’'' 

An owi is considered to be u bird of such 
evil repute tliat, in ail parts of the Konkan, it 
is considered necessary to perform expiatory 
rites when an owl perches on the roof. If 
these rites arc not performed, it is lirmly 
beliei-ed that some evil will befall the menibers. 
of the family. Various omens are drawn from 
the cries of the bird Pingh/, and tliese cries- 
are: known as Kilhif, Chilbil and Khif KMt,^ 

If an owl sits on the roof of a bouse, it is 
a sure sign of coming deaiii to a memlxu’ of 
the family,^ 

At Devgad in the llatnagiri District the 
sound of a bat or an owl is conaidered 
inauspicious, and indicates the de,atli of a sick 
person in the house.^” 

At Chauk an owl is said to .iiave some 
connection with spirits. Its sound at night 
indicates the .approadiing .death of a sick 
person in the house. One variety of the ov 1 
called the pingla is supposed to foretell futuie 
eients by it.s niovcuieiits and cries, '.visile the 
bat is considered an iususpicious bird, and 
its appearance forebodes coming evjl.iJj 
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At Umbergaon people do not throw stones 
at am owl. For it is considered tliat the owl 
might sit and mb the stone, and tliat the 
person throwing it will become weak and 
wasted as the stone wears away.^ 

Tlie people of Kolhapur do not believe that 
tliere is any connection between the bat or owl 
and the spirits of the dead, but they believe 
that, if an owl cries out in tlie evening or at 
night, it indicates the death of a sick person in 
the ' family. This applies also to the sound 
of a single phigla^ but the sound O'f a pair of 
pinglas is considered auspicious.^ 

It is generally believed that old unoccu- 
pied houses are haunted by evil spirits. 
Persons who wish to inhabit such houses first 
pcrfo<riu the Fdstu xh&nti ceremony, and give 
a feast to Brahmans. In former times, in the 
districts that were ruled by the Portuguese, 
religious persecution prevailed. To escape 
from these persecutions, ]jeople were compelled 
tc leave their houses unprotected. Before 
leaving their houses, they used to bury their 
treasure in the ground, and on tliat spot 
1 human being or an animal was sacrificed in 
order that the spirit of the dead should hover 
about the place, and prevent strangers from 
coming.^ 

The evil spirits which haunt ruins and guard 
buried treasures and old forts are known as 
MaKdpumx\ Khavix^ Brahma RAhshasa and 
SatiibartdhA 

If there be any buried treasure in an old 
unoccupied house, the o\vner of the treasure 
remains there in the form of a ghost. If the 
treasure be near the temple of a deity, it is 
supposed to be under the guardianship of that 
deity.® 
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At I'ijayadurg it is believed that a person 
who builds a house in tlie days of his prospe- 
rity and docs not survive to enjoy it, becomes 
a Sambandh. He remains in that house in the 
form of a ghost, and troubles every one wlio 
comes to stay there, excepting the members of 
his family. A man who buries his treasure 
underground becomes a ghost after death, 
comes back to watch his treasure, and troubles 
those wlio try to‘ remove it.® 

Unoccupied houses are generally liaunted 
by evil spirits, At certain forts in the Konkan 
where battles were fought, the souls of those 
slain in the battles are said to have assumed 
the forms of spirits, and to keep a watch over 
the forls.'^ 

In the Kolliapur District there is a village 
Nigve beyond the river Paiicli Ganga at 
a distance of three miles from Kolhapur, vyheie 
the soul of a person named Appaji Kulkarni 
has assumed the form of a Eamhandh and 
guards the buried treasures in his liou.se 
IVhen anybody tries to dig up the buried monej, 
the ghost enters the body of his daughtei-iu-law 
and begins to dance and cry put loudly, and 
does not allow any one to touch his treasure 
It is also said that he strikes the ground with 
his stick at night. AnotJier similar instance 
is cited in the case of the village of Latvade 
in the Shirol Peta, where Bapnjipant Kulkai- 
ni continues to guard his house aftei? death. 
He does not allow anybody to live in the house, 
and if any one is bold enough to sleep there 
at night, the spirit of Bapuji appears and 
thrown him out of the liouse, Tlie house is 
therefore uninliabited at present. His wife 
has adapted a smij but he lias to live in another 
village Vadange,® 
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repeating the Ram raksha stotra^ i. e, the 
protecting praises of Eamaj the seventh 
incarnation of Vishnu. Among Brahmansj 
rice grains are waved thrice round the face 
of a child and put into water. The water is 
then thrown away. Even flowers are waved 
round the faces of small children in the 
evening and thrown away.,1 

At Chauk in the Karjat taluka of the j 
Kolaba District, some people wave the left | 
shoe thrice round the body of the affected j 
person for the purpose of evading the effects | 
of an evil eye. A red hot iron bar is also 
cooled in water mixed with turmeric 
powder. 2 

At Shirgaon in the Maliim taluka of the 
Thana District water is drawn in a brass or 
a copper pot in the evening, and turmeric 
powder, rice, and any other edible articles on 
which the evil eye has fallen are put into it- 
Twentyone date leaves, each of them with 
a knot, are then waved round the body of the 
affected person and thrown into the water pot, 
burning coals being dropped into the mixture. 
The pot is then wared thrice round the body 
of the affected person, and kept in a corner 
of the bedroom for one night, vutli a basket, 
a broom, and a sandal or an old .shoe placed 
on the top. It is then thrown away in the 
morning in some public place u-bere three 
roads meet. If the water becomes red, it is 
supposed that the evil , eye has’ been, 
removed.^ 

The effects of an evil eye are sometimes 
visible on the face of a child in the form of 
small red pustules. The appearance of such 
pustules, is called Clmi- pff (fane. 4 

If a person is affected by an evil eye at the 
time of taking his meals, lie loses his appetite. 
He also becomes weaker day by day. 
One of the modes of removing these evils is 
to wave fresh date leaves three times round 


them into water. Some people take water in 
a copper plate and extinguish in it burning 
sticks of the tamarind tree, after- waving them 
round the body of the affected person,*^ 

At Kharbav in the Bassein taluka of the 
Thana District, five pieces of broken tiles 
are made red hot and put into water in which 
a little quantity of all the cooked food in the 
house has been mixed. Turmeric powder is 
also put into it, A pen knife or some other 
iron instrument is then turned five times 
in the water, A winnowing basket and a 
broom are waved thrice round the face of 
the affected person, and placed over the water 
pot.** 

At Dahanu in the Thana District, two 
big stones, of which one has been waved 
round the face of a person affected bv an 
evil eye, are struck one against the other 
If the stone breaks, it is believed that the 
evil effect has been removed. Cowdung is 
mixed with water in a brass or a copper 
plate, and dust from a public road, hair, and 
burning black cotton cloth are put into 
another small vessel. This vessel is then 
waved round the person, and placed upside 
down over the mixture of cowdung. If 
it sticks to the brass plate, this is supposed 
to be due to the evil eye.*** 

The people of Kolhapur believe in the 
effects of an evil eye. A child suffering 
from an evil eye turns pale and thin, and 
suffers from headache. To avoid these 
effects, elderly women make a mark with lamp 
black on the face or brow of the child. 
Boiled rice and curds, and bread and oil 
are also passed round the face of a child, 
and thrown into a public road.® 

Generally, the Konkan districts, oppro- 
brious name s are given to children when they 
are sickly, always crying, and weak, or when 
short lived. These names are 


the face of the affected person, and to throw 
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Marya^ Rodya, Kerya, etc. It is believed 
that children improve in health when called 
by sach opprobrious nauies.^ 

Opprobrious names such as Dkondu,Kondu, 
XerM,axe giveix to children in families in whicli 
the first children are shortlived. But their 
real names are different. Tlie names of the 
vvcllknown arithmetician KeruNana Chhatre 
and his soi? Kondopant Chhatre are examples 
of opprobrious names-^ 

Among high class Hindus, the first son 
13 not generally called by his real name, but 
by one of the opprobrious names given 
above." 

Children are sometimes weighed with shoes 
or sandals, and also with cowdung- In some 
cases, their nostrils are bored, especially the 
right one."* 

Hindus generally call their children by 
the names of their deities and ancestors, and 
they attribute the premature death of their 
children to their own misbehaviour towards 
such ancestorsf or to their having abused 
them; they fear that such abuse or 
misbehaviour has ofi'ended the ancestors. 
To avoid their displeasure and the consequent 
death of their children, the people . give 
opprobrious names to their next born such 
as Dagadya, Dliojidya, Gundya, Dandya 
Kerya^ Ukirdya, Kondya, Lohhya, etc. The 
custom of tattooing one side of the body of 
females also prevails in the KolhapurDistrict, 
especially in cases where the children in a 
family are shortlived.® 

In the Purdnas there are instances of males 
being transformed into females, and females 
into males. For example, the female Araba was 
transformed into a male called Shikhandi and 
the male Narad was transformed into a 
female. Arjuna, the third brother of the 
Panda vas is said to have changed his sex. and 
turned into Bruhannada,® 
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I In the Shivlilattiruta, a book pertaining to 
! the god Shiva, in the chapter of Siniantim, 
j it has been described how a man was turned 
into a woman. 

At Xolhapur, there are no instances known 
of a change of sex. The goddess Yallamma 
has a high reputation in this district for 
making a change in the habits and deportments 
of men and women, especially among lovt 
caste people. It is believed that the curse of 
this goddess has the power of destroying the 
virility of males, whereupon they behave like 
females. Many instances of this type can be 
seen at the fair of the goddess Yallamma, winch 
is held in Mdrgashirsha ( December ); men 
dressed in women’s clothes and vice v'ersa are 
often seen at this fair.® 

In Western India, iron nails are generally 
used when any spirit is to be buried in the 
ground. Other metals, such as gold, silver, 
and copper, are sometimes offered to the ghosts 
I The blood of fowls and goats is also offered 

i to them. When incense is burnt before a 

\ 

j sorcerer, the spirit enters into his body 
Water is charmed and sprinkled over the 
body of a person attached by an evil spirit. 
Rice and udid grains are required for 
exorcising spirits. Red powdov Pin jar, tur- 
meric powder, black ointment kdjal, lemons, 
Narakya Wuda a kind of incense, betel-leaves, 
betelnuts, cocoanots, mango leaves, NirgioJt 
leaves, and pieces of cloth are also used for 
the same purpose.*^ 

Cane sticks are used by people as a pirotec- 
j tion against evil spirits, A stick cut from 
i the tree known as Pdndhri is'also used as 
protection. Charmed black cotton strings are 
lied to the wrist, arm or neck. If a man is 
[ very much afraid of a ghost, he. rep eats the 
- name of the monkey god Maru-ti or any other 
deity that may be favourable to his family.^* 

^ School Master, Anjarie, Ratnagiri. 

^ School Master, Dah^ino, Thana. 

® School Master, Ibrabmpur, Ratnagiri. 

® Rao Saheb Sbethe, Kolhapur. 

School Master, Mitbiiv, Ratnagiri, 
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i’Jie blood of fowls and goats is used as a 
jiotectiou against ghosts and DevacMrs, and. 
also against witchcraft. Charmed water is 
Mdved round the person affected by an evil 
ipiritj and thrown away. Rings, amulets, and 
tnkJets made of iiietols of live kinds are put 
on tile hands and legs of children to ward oft' 
the effects of evil spirits.^ 

It Is cnstouiarj- among certain people to apply 
spittle to the sttiidulpastc mark on, the foreheud 
ol a man, and to the. red Kunku mark on the 
‘orehead of an iin widowed woman, U is ccHi- 
sidered to be a protection against evil spirits.^ 
fhe beak «f an eagle, a stick cut from a 
t <e known as fViwff/irr a cane having three | 
liant.s, and the root of a shrub called .S/irdoflc/. j 
wlneli Jjas white leaves, are used as protection 
•Kg. linst mil srurits/' ' 

At Pciidur in the hfalwan taluka of the 
Uatnagiri District it is liclieved that an iron 
stick In-id in the linnd Is a protection against 
evil ■ spirits/' 

CJiauk in the Karjat taluka of the 
Koliiba District, pictures of certain deities arc 
tattooed on tlie bmly for the purpose of 
protection against evil spirits. It is also beli- 
eved that evil .spirits rmr away when salt and 
garlic arc thrown into Hri' a.s they carrnot bear 
the smoke of burning garlic/’ 

Vt Mprlhc in tire Robe taluka, when the dead 
body of a woman dj’ing sritliin ten days of 
lit 1 delir ery is taken out of the house for 
burial, an iron horseshoe is driven into the 
thresirold ot the house, and grains of Nachani 
He seattcred in the street while tire corpse is 
irerng carried to the burial ground.^' 

\l Bliuwau iu the !Murbad taluka .sotue 
ircuple tie a square piece of leather to the 
ntrh-s of their elrildreu as protection against 
pvr] spirits,^ 


At Rai, a custoirr prevails of putting coral 
necklaces on olrildren as a protective against 
ev'il spirits,'^ 

Iron nails and horseshoes arc driven into 
tire threshold or on to the door of a house on 
the full moon day or tire last day of the Hindu 
calendar month at evening time, to prevent 
I the eirtrance of evil spirits. Dirty localities 
being considered to be haunts of evil spirits, 
people living in sucii localities burn incense 
in their houses every day. While exorcising 
evil .spirits the sorcerers throw charmed Udid 
grains and Rale panic seeds on the body ot 
the diseased, or place these things below Ins 
bed. Rings made of metals of five kinds, — 
iron, copper, 'brass, silver and gold — are 
chariacd on an eclipse daj’, and worn by people 
Red lead and cowries are tied to the necks 
or feet of animals as protection against evil 
spirits. The spirits tliat haunt buried treasures 
are pacified by the blood of fowls and goats 
when digging up such treasures.'' 

Cert.'iin niiintrai- are written on a paper, and 
the paper is tied to a black cotton string, or the 
paper is put into a copper aiiiulet, and then tied 
to .1 black cotton string. The black cotton 
string witli the amulet is then tied round the 
arm or the neck of a person attacked by evil 
spirits, or suff'eriug from malarial fevers. 
These mcniirns arc never disclosed to 
anybodj'.^v 

Nudiniora is a black cotton tliread having 
seven or nine kuot.s with a charmed paper in 
one of these knots; The thread is first held 
over burning incense, and then tied round the 
neck 01 the arm of the diseased. Sunday 
is generally chosen for attaeliing these 
tlircad.s.^^ 


Scliool Master, Ubhiidanda, Ratnugiii, . * .'School Master, Bsindivade, Ratnagiri, 

tscfiool Master, Fonde, Ratndgin. i .School Mastar, Penclur, Ratr ‘girl, 

v School Master, Gliiuk, Kohiba. - .School Master, Medhe, Kohl m. 

T Scliool Master, Bhutan, Thima. » School Master, Rai, Tbana. 

3 Kilo ^iaheb Shelke, Kolhtlpur, to .School Master, Btindivade, Ratnagiri. 
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At FclacJpur in the Kolaba District, there 
lived a sorcerer who used to gi^-e such amulets 
and charmed threads. He placed about ten 
or twelve copper rings or amulets in a copper 
plitc kept in the siiU. While thus exposed to 
the sun, these amulets were eoiitiimously watch- 
ed by the sorcerer for some two hours, repeating 
certain mantras.'^ 

At Milldd in tlic Tiiana District, copper 
nnulets and eliarmcd black cotton threads 
in the name of Kal Bhairav, an incarnation 
ot the god 8hiva, are used as protective 
ng linst evil spirits. They are tied to the arms 
or the nock of the diseased on an eclipse day, 
on the last day of the Hindu calendar month, 
or on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. - 
At Kolhapur, the use of amulets is generally 
resorted to by people suffering from the 
attacks of evil sinrits or from malarial fevers. 
The sorcerer who exorcises the evil spirits 
\v rites certain on a paper, or draws 

ctitain symbols and repeats Uie mantras over 
them. The paper is then wrapped in tm 
auiuflet made of copper or silver, anl fastened 
to a cotton thread. This amulet is tied round 
I he arm or the neck of the diseased. Before 
iMUg it to die arm or the neck, it is once 
Jield over burning incense.*' 

A sacred circle is frequently used as a pro- 
tection from spirits, TJie sorcerer draws a circle 
on the ground) with his stick, and the following 
articles are put inside it. Cocoanuts, lemons, 
red lead, and a Kohala gourd- Fowls are also 
sacrificed to this circle. The filling in of tliis 
circle is called mdndabharane by the exorcists.* 
Rice or Udid grain, and ashes charmed by 
mantras, .are scattered round a certain area 
of land, or are given to a person supposed to 
be affected by evil spirits. The spirits cannot 
enter a place charmed in this inamicr. They 
are also scattered round the place supposed 
to be haunted by ei il spirits in the belief that 
neither evil spirits nor snakes can transgress 
the boundary thus marked by /i sorcerer.-"' 

' School Master, Poladpur, Koliiba. 
s KAo Saheb, Shelfce, Kolhapur. 

5 School Master, UbhadAnda, Katnagiri. 

^ School Master, Ubhddanda, Ratnagiri, 

^ School Master, Khapoli, Kolaba. 
o School Master, Bi'mdivade, Katneigiri. . 


Formerly sages and saints used to 
such sacred circles round their resideuee i ? - 
peating certain for tlieir protectum 

from evil spirits. It is believed that tiu- 
spirits cannot enter or leave liiese eiieh;int( d 
circles. They used to bury bottles eontaimng 
such spirits at the boundaries of tliese circles 
. There are many such places in the Koilulpiii 
District, such as Biiransahcb of Brahmajiuu 
■ the Sadliubnwa of Paiihala, and Babu Janwl 
at Kolhapur,'^ 

It is a general belief among all classes oi 
I Hindus in the Bombay Presidency that Salui 
day is nn unlucky day, and in some plans 
! Friday and Tuesday are also considered 
j inauspicious. 

i Sunday is considered as an ordinary du 
i Monday, Wednesday and TJmrsday lit. 

I believed to be auspicious or lucky days. 

I It is said that a thing suggested or thought 
of on Friday cannot be carried out sticeess- 
fullj',' 

1 Sowing seed find watering trees is stricth 
I forbidden on Sunday, It is believed tint 
, trees do not bear well if watered on Sundai s,* 

) Tuesday and Friday are considered uiilucki 
: days for beginning a nciv task. ^Veduesd ij 
j and Saturday arc said to he inauspicioius loi 
j visiting aiiotlier village.® 

; The numbers 2, 6 11. and zero arc belicicd 
! to be lucky, 4. 5, 10 and 8 are unlucky, iiid 
i 1, 3, 7 and 9 arc considered a.s uiiddiing or 
moderate. 

The figure zero is by some consideied 
inauspicious.**' 

The numbers 5, 7, 9 are said by some to 
be .auspicious. and 1, 3, 11 .‘nid 13 

inaivspieions.** 

Odd numbers arc .-uispicious, and even num- 
bers are said to be inauspicifui.s,*- 

2 School Master, Mildd, Tlulna. 

* School Masterj Bandivade, Ratruistiri. 

** Rfio Siiheb Slielke, Kolhapur. 

2 School Master, Basani, Ratuu^iri. 

W School Master, Rai, Than a 
Rflo Saheb Slielbe, Kolhapur. 
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cartlieit pots, cooked food, etc. are thrown 
J^¥;ay, special care hcing taken to break these 
pots, so that they may not be used again. Even 
the walls of tile house are white washed,^ TJie 
earthen pots that are required for the funeral 
rites of the dead are all broken. One wiiich 
IS required for boiling water to bathe tlie 
eorpse is broken wlien the body is carried to 
the funeral ground. Of the rest, one is broken 
at tile funeral pile after the son has passed 
tlirice round the pile with an earthen vessel 
hlled with water. It is believed that birds and 
animals drinking water out of these vessels 
would be infected b}' disease, and tliis is the 
reason why these pots are broken. The mour- 
ners, who use eartiicK vessels during tlie mour- 
ning break them at the end of the mourning 
period.^ Among the Agri.s of Chaul in the 
Kolaba District, all earthen vessels in the bouse 
are broken on the eleventh day after a death in 
the family, tlic chief reason assigned for this 
act being that the wishes and desires of the 
deceased might lurk in the earthen vessels 
and cause trouble to the inmates of the honse.^ 
All the members of the family of tlie dead 
have to observe mourning for ten days, Tliey 
are purified on the eleventh day after takuig 
a bath and sipping Panchgatiya^ or the five pro- 
ducts of the cow. Tile sou of the dead person, or 
one who performs the funeral rites of tlie dead 
IS purified on the twelftii day after completing 
the rites of A man in mourning 

does not touch thost; who are not in mourning. 
If anybody touciies him, both of them liave to 
take a batli. Tlie Son of tlie dece-i.sed or, in tlie 
absence of a son, any male member belonging 
to tile family is entitled to perform the 
funeral rites of the dead. These rites are 
performed during tlie first twelve days, beginn- 
ing from the first day or from the 3rd, 
5th, 7tli or the 9t]i. One wlio performs these 
rites lias to sleep on the ground during these 


I twelve days. A person licaring- of the death 
of a incniber of his family witliin the first 
ten days trom the date of the death, beeonu s 
free from that mourning on the elevtiilli 
day. If he happens to hi'ar it within out 
month of the death, he lias to ohservt it 
lor three days and after one month he ha-, to 
observe it for one day only,-* The son, oi 
one who performs the funeral rites of tin 
deceased has to slctip on the ground, and li is 
to take his meals only once a day till the end 
ol the 13th day. He takes hi.s hatli in cold 
water. Sweet things arc not prepared in the 
house during tlie days of mourning. Dnimg 
the period of mourning, everj' morning, a 
Urfihman comes to the mourner's house and 
recites some passages from the Oariid Piirann, 
wliich relates to the state of the soul aftir 
death. On the eleventh day the house is 
iH-siueared ivith cowduiig, and cow’s urine is 
sprinkled in the lumse. All the clothes irt, 
washed. Mourning is not observed in tin 
case of a death of a Saa^dsi, and tbe.Liiigaj ats 
do not observe any kind of numriiing-'’. 

The brother of the deceased, lus son, grand- 
son and all the members belonging to tin. 
family, have to observe the mourning for ten 
days. Tlie married daughter of the deceased 
Ipis to observe it for three days. Eroai llu 
fifth or sixth generation in tin; same family, it 
is observed for three or one day oiiiy.'^ In 
case of the death of a wife's parents, tlu 
husband has to observe mourning for tliree 
davs. During the mourning days peoide do 
not worship the gods or go to tlie tcinph s 
Milk is also prohibited during the mourning 
period. The mourners are nut to touch any- 
body except tlie niembers of their family,' 

On the thirteenth day tin- sons and othei 
members of the family are taken out to vi.sit tin 
temple of any deity by tlie people assemhhd 


' School Master, Ubhadanda, Ratmigiri. . ‘ Riia ditlieb Sbelk.e, Ivoiiiapar. ' ■ ■ 

^ School Master, Chowl, Kolaba. ^ School Master, Ublukltinda, Katnaiirn, 
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Dasara day after worsIn2Ji>ing t!ie SJiami tree, 
atid distributing its leaves among tlieir friends 
calling it Stiwani or gold. Tld.s is said 
to be the origin of tlie festival of Gastcra, A 
species of tbe tamarind tree called Goruhh \ 
C Jiinch is said to be connected ivitli tlie Hindu I 
s tint CToralilinatJi. For this reason tliis tree i 
IS 'woi'sliijitied by the jicojilee A great fair is ' 
held even- year at Battis Sliiralc in the Satara I 


Wlien the god Vishnu in his fomtii 
incarnation, called Narsinli, i.e. half man and 
half lion, tore into iiieces the body of tht 
demon named Hiraiiyahashijm witli his oluis, 
he felt a burning sensation of tiie poison fioin 
the body of that demon, which was assnagtd 
by thrusting his hairds into the trunk of the 
Umbar or Atradumbar tree.** 


District, which is situated at a distance of 
about ten miles from Kolhapur. i 

The Pipal^ the TTnba?', the V ad or Banian' 
tree, and the J jdaut are worshijJiH'd by 
Fliiidus in general. The Apia tree is wor- 
shipped bjv Hindus on the Hfisarfl dav and its 
i'a'ies arc distributed under the name of sone, 
or gold, anuMig their friends and relntives,- 

Al Mqihe in the Roha taluha of the Kolaba 
District, there is a tree Vehala (Beleric 
myrobulaii) which is beliei ed to be connected 
lulh the local deity Mhasoba. It is consi- 
dered to be a sacred tree, and nobody dares to 
cut it or to touch it with the feet.^ 

At Shirgaoii in tlie Mahini taluka of the 
Thana District there is a Raniani tree on the 
ii ink of a tank called Khambale, which is said 
to be connected with the deity Brahma ; and 
therefore no branch of that tree is cut by the 
inople. It is considered harmful to cut the 
tiee.^. 


I In order that they may get the auspicious 
j sight of a deity eaily in the morning, Hindus 
I generally plant the Uvibar and' Tidn trees m 
i front of their houses, and, worship them daih 
! 'Hie juice of the root of Uk V inbar has'i 
I cooling effect, and hence it is freely used in 
cases of measles or itch, Its saj) is also used 
as medicine for swellings. It is very pleasant 
to sit under the shade of this tree, and as it is 
believed that the god Datr^traya reside ', 
beneath this tree, it is held very sacred by the 
Hindus,* 

Pipe;— The Pipal tree is considered very 
sacred because it is believed that the god 
Brahma resides in tlie roots, the god Visimu 
in the trunk, and the god Sliiva on the top of 
this tree. Persons who make a particular vov 
or have any objects to be fulfilled worship tin 
tree, and walk round it several times 


At Giiiiagapiir in the Kolhapur District, 
there is a Fad tree connected with tlie saint 
Kibir. It is called Kabirvad. There is also 
an AnAmnhar tree oonneeted with the god 

Dattatraya, and known as Daftdtrapa Awdum- 
bai.5 

The Vmbar, Pipal, Fad, and the Tnisi 
plnit are considered to be sacred, and are 
respected by Hindus, The following are some 
of the legends about tlieir sacredness. 


every day.s The evil spirits Sambandh 
lOevachdr, Munja, and Vem haunt the Pipal 
tree. These spirits arc considered to be thi 
servants of the god Shiva. It is also believed 
tliat persons who worship and walk round tins 
h-ce daily are not affected by those spirits. 
The Pipal tree is specially worshipped at 
dawn on ‘Saturday as it is considered that the 
-gods Brahma, Vishnu, and Mahesh or Sliii i 
haj»j>en to be there at that tiiiie ® 
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V(td or tito Baniaij tree— A princ« named 
SatvJivan died of .snnkcbiii- under tlu‘ Vad 
tree. His wife named Snvilrt, who was verv 
.eha.sU; and dutiful, requested Vania, the god of 
deatli, and succeeded in securing from him the 
life of Jicr hu$b.‘ind Satyawan. As the prince 
S.atyawaii returned from tlu? Jaws of deatli 
under liie f od tree, this tree w-as .s)>Cci-illv 
nmr.shipped l>y hei-, and it is therefore helicred 
tlnit Savitri has ever .since then, been respansi- 
Ide for the prfictiee of worshipping the Fad 
tree by aeomeu for tlu’ purpose of securing a 
long lif<‘ to their husbainls.^ It i,s also believed 
that the god Visiinu t-akes shelter under tlic 
?■«.'/ at the time of the general destruction, of 
Liu‘ world. The worship of this tree is 
sindlar to tfmt of the other deitie.s, ajid woniar 
t ike turns around it at tin: c'losc of the worship 

or prujd.- 

Tlie 'I lihi pb'uit is worshipped daily by the 
Hindus in general, .and women in particular, by 
keeping the plant near their houses. Tile god 
Vi.shnu is worshipped )) irticu'larly by the leaf 
of this plant.- The Tvlsi plant is ctfasidcred 
i>v the people to represent the goddess Lusnii, 
ihe Wife o’f ■\'ishmi. Hiiwlu women will not 
I ikt; their nie.als before worshipping the Tvlsi 
plant daily in the morning. It is also said that 
the god Vishnu, in hi.s eighth incarnation called 
Krislnia, had loved IVunda, the wife of a 
demon. After her dc.ath she vras burnt, hut 
»i her burning ground thert: grew the Tvlsi 
plant. As Krishna loved VVunohi very dearlv, 
he beg.aii to love this plant also, and hence 
the image of Hal Krishna, or the god Vishnu, 
js m.arried to this phaiit every year on the 12 th 
diy of the bright half of Kd>'filc (November) 

As it i.s .also believed that the god Vishnu 
Jiddes in the Tuhi plant, theworshqi of this 
}dant is equivalent to the: wor.ship of tlie god 
V’lshuu.^ 

Besides the above mentioned lree.s, the Talus 
{Butea frondosa), the Bel, a tree sacred to god 
l^Iiiva. and thesS'ii 07 ni (Prosopis spieigera), a 
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iree sacred to god G.an.piti the son of Shiva 
eoiisidefed to be holy by dje Hindus.^ ' 
A common custom anv,n.g Hindus is for i 
person who has lost his two wives mid wishes 
to marry a third, to be £rst aaarried to a Jlui 

plant, and then to the actual bride. His marr i- 
age avitJi the Rui pi, ant is considered as a tliird 
marri.igc'. After tbe marriage, the Rui plant 
is cat down .-1114 buried, and thus the marriage 
aiith the third bride is considered to be .a fourtli 
marriage. The marriage with the litti plant 
has been adopted in the belief tliat. the third 
avife is sure to die unless the spirit of the 
deceased is nude to enter the fini plant.*' 

When a girl is born under- the ., iufiaence of 
innuspicious planets which may be harmful to 
her husbAttd, she is first married to a tree or 
an earthen pot, and then to the hridegrooin. 
The marriage with the earthen pot is called 
Kumbhvvii'dha, or the pot-wedding. It is 
believed that, by observing this practice, the 
danger to her husband is avoided. The danger 
passes to the tree to which she is first married." 

rVmong the lower classes in the Tliana Dis- 
trict® a poor man unable to marry owing to liis 
poverty is first married to a liyi plant and 
then to a widow. Tiiis marriage with a widow 
is called pnl Icivane. This remarriage of .a 
widow atnang the lower classes is gensrrally 
performed at night, and tinder .an old mango tree 
It is never performed in the house. A widow 
tvho has remarried cannot take part in any 
.auspicious ceremony such as a marriage, etc.® 

At Vanlc.avli in the Bateagiri Disrtict there 
is a custom among the low' class Hindus of n 
W-oman. who has lost 'her second husband and 
wishes to marry for the third time, first 
m.arrying a cock, i,e.^ she takes the cock in her 
arms at the tims of her marriage ivitli the third 
husband,® 

Persons wdio have no children make n. vow to 
Khandoba at Jejnri that tlje firstborn, male or 
female, shall be offered to Iiim. The fem'de.s, 
offered in fulfilment of such vows are called 
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to haiid over the trceswir to anybody Ite goes 
to that person at night, and tells him in a dream 
tisat the treaswe buried at such and such a 
place belongs to him, and requests him to 
l:ike it over. After the person has takai 
possession of the treasure as requested, the 
snake disappears from the spot;^ 

It is said that a snake which guards treasure 
js geiierally very old, wiute in complexion, .‘uid 
has long hair oil its body. 

Hindas worship the image of a snake made 
Kit' Darbha grass or of silk thread on the A! «o«t j 
OMurdnshi day, i.e., tl»e Hth day of the bright 
half of Ashwin (October), and observe that 
day as a holiday. l.egends of the exploits of 
the god are related witlr music and singing on 
this day.'' i 

A snake festival is observed in the Nagesh- 
war temple at Awas in the KoUba District m 
the night of the 14th day of tJie bjright half 
<>t Kirtika (November) . Nearly four hundred 
devotees of the god Shankar assemble in the 
temple, liolding in their liands veirasar^a long 
•cane sticks with snake images at tlieir ends. 
They advance dancing and repeating certain 
words, and take tarns round the temple till 
midnight. After getting the permission, of tlie 
chief devotee, they scatter throughout the 
neighbouring villages with small axes in their , 
hands, and cut down, and bring from the gar- 
dens, cocoanuts, plantains, and other edible 
things tliat aie seen on their way. They return 
to the temple after two hours, tlie last man 
being the chief devotee called Kuwarkindya. 
The imits are tlien distribnted among tlie 
people assembled at the temple. Nobody inter- 
teres with tliem oi> this day in taking away 
cocc^nts and other fruits from the village 
gardens. On the nest day they go daneii^ in 
the same manner to the Kanakeshwar hill with 
the snake stirfes in tlwir liandsA 

In tije Deccan no special snake festivals like 
those described above are celebrated. But fn- 


the temples devoted to snake deities, mi the 
full moon, day of KaHih, which is sacred to the 
snake deity, tlie deity is worshipped with 
special pomp, and the crests of the temples are 
illuminated that night.® 

The village cures for snakebite are : 

1. Tlw use of charmed water and tlw 
repetitiwi of wonims by a sorcerer. 

2. Tlie use of certain roots and herbs as 
medicines. 

3. The removal ot tlic sufferer to tlie neigh- 
bourii^ temple, 

4. Branding tlie woni^ with dre. 

5. The drinking of soapaot juice, or of 
water in which copper coins have been Wiled 
by tlie patient, wJio is thus made to vmnit the 

[ snake poison.'' 

In tlie Deccan a person suffering frmn snake- 
bite is taken to a village temple, and the mini- 
strantis requested to give him holy water. 
The deity is also invoked. Tims keeping the 
person for one night in the temple, he is carried 
to his Wuse tlie following day if cared. The 
vows made to tlie deity for the recovery of the 
person are then fulBlled, Tliere is one tur&hai, 
a tomb of Avalia a Mahomedan saint, at 
Panhala where persons suffering from snake, 
bite are made to sit near tlie tomb, and it is 
said that they are- cured. In some villages 
there are aiclianted trees of KadvMmb wiiere 
persons placed under tlie shade of such 
trees are cured of snakebites. Some people tie 
a Stone round the neck of the sufferer as soon 

as he is better, repeating the wwds Adi Qudi 

hndm the name of a Mahomedan saint. After 
recovery from snakebite the person is taken to 
the mosque of the Adi Gudi Imam Eiheb, where 
the steww is untied before the tomb, and y4gri 
equal to the weight of the stone is offered. A 
feast is also given to the Mujiwar oi- nmis- 
trant of the mosque. There is at persent a 
famous eiichaiiter-~MdftfnAo--at Satara who 
cures persona suffering from snakebite. It is 
said that he throws charmed water on the body 
of the sufferer, and im a few minutes the snake 
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logins to spejifc throagli tlw victim. The 
sorcerer enquires wliat the snake wants. The 
snake gives reasons for biting tlie person. Wjjea 
aajr thing thus asked for by the smoke is 
offered, the victim comes to his senses, and is 
cured. There are many witnesses to the above 
fact.^ 


At N&imgre in the Eatoigiri District, persoiw 
suffering from snakebite are given the Juice of 
TLadulmb leaves,, and are kept in tlie temple 
of Hanuman. The feet of the deity are 
washed with holy water, and the water is given 
to the victim to dr ink 5 


At Mitbav in the Satuagiri District chickens 
niBubering from twenty to twenty-five are 
applied to the wound caused by the snakebite. 
A chicken has the power of drawing out the 
poison from the body through' the wound, but 
this causes the death of the chicken. The 
remedy above de.scribed is sure to be successful 
if it is tried witlnn three hours of the 
person being bitten. There are several other 
tnedicinies which act on tiie snakebite, but they 
must be given very promptly. Tliere are some 
men in this village who give cliarmed water for 
snake or any other bites. Many persons 
suffering frcan snakebite have been cured by 
the use of mantras and charmed water 
Water from tJje- tanks of Vetavare in the 
.Savantwadi State and Mdnjare in Ooa territory 
is generally used as medicine for snakebite. It 
is believed that by the power of mantras a snake 
care be prevented from entering or leaving a 
particular area. This process is called ‘sarpa 
bandhane^. There are some sorcerers who can 
•draw snakes out of their lioles by the use of 
their monirfl*, and carry them away without 
touching them with their hands.^ 

At Adivare, in the Rajapur taluka, rof ts of 
-certain herbs are mixed in watcu and applied 
to the woiasd caused by the and 

given to the sufferer to drinfe.^ 


A snake is believed to have a wliite 
Jewel or mani in its head, and it loses its life 
when this Jewel is removed. This Jewel has 
the power of drawing out the poison of 
snakebite. When it is applied to the wwimd, 
it becomes greem but when kept in milk for 
sometime, it loses its greeimess and reverts to 
its usual white colour. It gives out to the 
milk all the poison that has been absorbed 
from the wonnd, and the milk becomes green. 
This Jewel can be used several times as an 
absorbent of the poison of. snakebite. The 
green milk must be buried under ground, so 
j that it may mt be used again by any on<i 
else.® 

It is believed that an old snake having long 
hair m its body hag a jewel in its bead. Tbi.s 
jewel is compared widi the colours of a 
rainbow. TJie snake can take this Jewel from 
its head at night, and search for food in its 
lustre. Such snakes never come near the 
habitation of human beii^, but always reside 
in the depth of the jungle. This species of 
snake is called Dcro Sarpa, i. c., a snake 
belonging to a deity. It is related that a 
snake was bora of a woman in the Kinkai’s 
bouse at Tarddi in the Sdngli State, and 
another one in the Gabale's house at 
Kolhapur.^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

totemism and FETIJSHISJI 


The worship of totems j or Devaks, prevails 
among Hindus in Western India. The term 
Devitk is applied to the deity or dc dies 
worsliipped at the beginning of a tliread or 
a marriage ceremony. The ceremony is as 
follows; A small quantity of rice is put into 
a wiimowiiig fan, and witll it six small sticks 
of the U7nhar tree, each covered with mango 
leaves and cotton thread. These ate worsliipped 
IS deities. Near the winnowing fan is kept 
au earthen or copper vessel filled with rice, 
turmeric, red powder," betelnuts, sweet balls 
made of wheat fionr, glii and Sugar; and on 
the .top of the vessel is a small sprig of mango 
md a cocoanut covered with cotton tliread. 
This vessel is also worshipped as a deit.v, 
•md offerings of sweet eatables are made to it. 
-Vtter tlw 'Worship of this vessel, tlie regular 
eeremcrtiy of Punydhavachana is performed. 
Twentj’-seven Mdirikds^ or village and local 
lU dies, represented by betelnuts are consecrated 
in a new winnowing fan or a bamboo basket. 

veil il/dfnkar are made of mango leaves, six 
of which contain durva grass, and the seveiitli 
darhJia grass. Each of them is bound with 
t raw cotton thread separately.- Tliey arc 
worshipped along with a Kalasha or a copper 
loia as mentioned- above. Tliis copper loia 
IS filled with rice, betelnuts, turmeric, etc., a 
sprig of mango leaves is placed on the lota, 
uid a cocoanut. is put over it. The lota is 
also bound with a cotton thread. Saudalpaste, 
nee, flowers, and durva grass are required for 
its worship. An oil lamp called .d rati is waved 
round tlie devak, the parents, and the Imy or 
the girl whose thread of marriage ceremony is to 
be performed, A EuH'dsini is called and 
n quested to wave this AraU^ and the silver 
1 oin which is put into'thc Arati by the parents 


is taken by her. The fatitcr takes the 
winnowing fan and the mother take.s tlie 
Kalasha, and tliey are carried from the mandap 
to the devak consecrated in the house. A 
lighted lamp is kept contiiuiallr burning near 
this dfvak till the completion of the ceremoni 
After completion of tin- thread or marriage 
ceremony the devak is again worshipped, and 
Uie ceremony conies to an end. The deiti m 
tixe devak is requested to depart on the second 
or the fourth day from the date of its con- 
secration. No mourning i.s obsen ed during 
the period the devak remains uislalled in the 
house. 

Among Marathas and many of the lowii 
classes in the Ratnagiri District the branch ot 
a Fad, Kadamba, mango, or an Apia tret is 
worshipped as their devak or ktdA 

Some Marathas liaie a sword or a dagger 
as their devak, which is ivorstiipped by them 
before commencing the ritual of the marriage 
ceremony.* 

The family known as Raue at Naringre m 
the Dayagad laluka of the Ratnagiri District, 
and the families know-n as Gadakari and 
Jadhavaat Malwan. consider the Fad or Baman 
tree as their devak\ and do not make use of its 
leaves. In the same manner, some people con- 
sider the Kadamba tree sacred to their family ^ 

There are some people among' the Hindus 
ill Western India whose surimuies are derived 
from the names of aniuials and plants, such as 
Boke,Ldndage, W dgh,Diikre, Kdrvale, Qarnd 
More, Mhase, Rede, Keer, Popat, phode, 
Sheldr, 'Gapafonde, Jf'dgJmdre, Shdhinke, 
Bhende, Paiwal, Wdlke, Apte, Ambekar, 
Pimpalkhare, Kelkar and Kdlke. 

Tlie Hindus believe that a cow, a horse, and 
an elephant arc sacred animals. Tiie cow is 
treated Witli special respect by the Hindus 
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m gciH-rnl, .-tiwl the bull by the Lingayats and 
(uUut ii. Thtr milk, the xirine, and tJte dung of 
,i t(i\e arc used ns medicines, and they are also 
.p(\eu as offerings to the god in sacrifices. 

Tlu.' Shelar family considers the sheep as 
iheir thv(fl\ and tltey do not eat tlie flesh of a 
sheep. The Shalunke family respects the 
jShdhinlii or sparrow. People belonging to the 
More family do not cat the flesh of a peacock . 
IS they consider it to he their 

The Bhandaris whose suirnamc is Padwal 
do not eat the vcgcbihle of a snake-gourd or 
VmhvidM 

Hindus do not eat the flesh of the animal 
rtspected hy them, and Oiose mIio offer any 
fruit to their garw as a token of respect do 
not eat that fruit in future;. Some Hindus do 
not eat onions, garlic and the fruit of a palm i 
tree. TJie fruit of n tree believed to be the 
de\:«h of a family is not eaten by the members 
of that fainily. 

The families of Rava and Bane do not take 
tliiir f(H>d on the leaf of a Tad or lianian 
tree as tlwy consider it to be tlj^ir devah.^^ 

There' are some Hindu families in the" 
Kohlbn District who believe that their kulor 
totem consists of tiye tortoise and the goat, and 
Ihe y do not eat the flesh of such animals. A 
uriaiu community of the rmVkya* or tradets 
tnowu as Swar believe that a jack tree or 
dUnas i.s their k«l, and they do not use the 
le eves of that tree.^ 

It is bedieved among the Hindus that the 
dtity A'afeedi protects .children for the first 
three month? from their birth. T]»e deity is 
worshipped on the fifth day from the birth of 
I child, and if there occurs any omission or 
error in the worship of that deity, the child 
kgins to cry, or does not keep good health. 
On .such occasions the parents of tlie child 
make- certain vows to the deity, and if the 
child recovers, 
collect seven small stones. 


the stones with red lead and oil, and worship 
tliein along with a slie goat in the manner m 
which the vow was promised to be fulfilled 
The horse is connected with the worship of 
the god Khandoba because this, animal is 
sacred to that deity, being liis favourtlt 
vehicle. For this reason all the devotees or 
Bhaltias of Khandoba t ike care to worship the 
horse in order that its ma.ster, the god Khan- 
doba, may be pleased with them. 

It is well known that the cow is considered 
as most sacred of all the animals by the 
Hindus, and the reason as.signed for this 
special veneration is that all llie deities dwell 
in the cow. 

Tlie Nandi, or a bullock made of stone, 
consecrated in front of the temple of Shiva, 
the Vdgli or a tiger at the temple of a goddess 
and cows and dogs in the temple of Dattatraya 
arc worshipped by the Hindus, 

The mouse, being the vehicle of Ganpati tlu 
god of 'wisdom, is worshipped by the people 

along with tliat god. 

In the Koiikan cattle arc worshipped by the 
Hindus on the first day of Karlifcn, and they 
are made to pass over fire. 

The mountains haviug caves and temples ot 
deities are generally worshipped by the 
Hindus. Tlie Abueba Pahad, the Glmar, the 
Panchmadhi, the Brahmagiri, the Sahyadri, 
the TungaT, the Jivadancha dongar, the Munja 

rfongor at Jmmar, the Tugabaieha dongar, the 
Ganesh Le'ne, and the Shivabai are the princi- 
pal holy 9 iountains in tl»e Bombay Presidency 
Mopnt Abu, known astiie Abucha Pahad, is 
believed to be very sacred, aiid many Hindus 
go on a pilgrimage to that mountain. 

Hills are worshipped at Gahpati Pule 
and CliaiU. At Tale there is a temple of the 
god Ganpati,the son of Shiva, and at Chaul in- 
the Kolaba District there is a temple of the 


the parents go to a jungle, and ^ 

They then btslnear [ god Dattatraya. 
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diys. There in a 
niean$ that a jaiaEi 
or a butclver but not a Karliada. 

As they caiHwt oiFer Iiuman sacrifices in 
these days, it is said that during the Nnvardtra 
holidays, k e., the first nirte days of tlu; 
bright half of dshwin (Oettdier), they offer 
poisoiied food to crows, dogs and other 
airimals.^ 

At Sfilshe in the Maiw-au taluka of the 
Batnd^ri District, tlie servants of gods, i.e., 
the minastraiits or the Biiopis oi the temple 
pnek their breast with a knife on the Datara 
day, and cry out loudly the words ‘ Koga 
‘ Kojfa \ Xo blood comes from the breast as 
the wround is slight. This appears to be a 
survival of human sacrifice.''^ 

In tlK Bombay P residency, and more 
, specially in the Konkan districts, fetisli 
Slones arc generally worshipped for the 
purpose of averting evil and curing diseases. 
In every village strsues are fonni sacred to 
spirit deities like BaWroba, Chedoba, Klian- 
doba, Mhasoba, Zoting, Vet4!, Jakhai, Kokai, 
Kdlk& and otliers. The low class people such 
as Mahars, MJiugs, etc-, apply red lead and 
oil to stones, and call them by one of the above 
names, and igiwrant people are very moeb 
afraid of s»ch deities. They believe that such 
deities have control over all the evil spirits or 
gliosts. It is said that the spirit Vetal starts 
to take a roimd in a village on the night of the 
aoBjoon day of every month, acccmpanicd by 
all tlie gliosts. Wlien any epidemic prevails 
in a village, jicoplc offer to these fetish stones 
offerings of eatables, cocoanuts, fowls an’ 
goats. 

There is a stime deity named Bhavai 
at Kokisare in the Bavada State, to whom 
vows are Miide by the people to cure diseases. 
As the deity is in the burning ground, it is 
n iturally believed that this is the abode of 
spirits,’'* 

' School Master, Chawk, Kolaba. 

3 School Master, Foade, Rafttagiri. 

5 School Master, Naringre, Ratnigiri. 


At Acliare, in “^he Malwan taluka of the 
Batnagiri District, tire romtd stones known as 
Ksh^trapdl are supposed to po^ess the power 
of curing diseases, and are also Iwlieved to be 
tlie abode of spirits,^ 

At A^vare, in the Eatnagiri District, tliere 
is a stone named MaJidr Purukha which is 
worshipped by the people when cattle disease 
prevails, especially tlie disease of a large tick 
or the cattle or dbg louse,® 

At UbhAd^nda, in the RathagErj District, 
there are some stones which are believed to 
be haunted by Vetal, Bbutnath, Rawalnath 
and such other servants of tlie god Shiva, 
aiul it is supposed that they have the power of 
curing epidemic diseases. People make vows 
to thfcse stones when any dist'ase prevails in tlie 
locality,'' 

The Hindus generally consider as sacred ill 
objects that are the means of tlicir liveliliood, 
and, for tliis reason, the oilmen worship their 
oil-milL, the Brahmans hold in veneration the 
sacred thread — Tadiiopavit , — and religions 
books, the goldsmiths consider their firCpots 
as sacred, and do not touch them with tlieir 
feel. In case any one aceldeistly happens to 
touch them with ids foot, he apologises .md 
bows to them. 

It is believed by the Hindns that the. broom, 
the winnowing fan, the pti^ali — a measure of 
four ihers. the .lyaflKji or sweet-oil lamp, a 
metal vessel, fire and Sakait or the levigating 
slab sliould not be touclied with foot. 

The metals gold, silver, and copper,, tlie 
King’s coins, jewels and pearls, corns, the 
Sbdligram stone, the Ofitipati sbme from the 
Narmada river, conch-sliell, sacred ashes, 
elephant tusks, tlK horns of an wild ox , 

Uger skin, deer skin, milk, curdh, ghi, cow’s 
urine, Bel, basil Iwives or Tulsi, cocoanuts, 
betelnuts, W flowers are ccsisidcred as sacred 
by the Hindus, and no one will dare to touch 
them with his foot. 

School >IaSt«1» Ea'she, Ratnagiri. 
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T|je place which protlaccs sound when water j called Mom I) Aowtfa lying by the seaslKjre at 
is poured over it is considered to lx; holyj and \ Maiwan in the Batnigiri District. It js 
is worshipped by the people. | supposed to be liaunted by Dei^mhar^^ 


In the Decc^, hills are worshipped by the I 
people on the Xarak chaturdashi Any in 
Vipawdii^ I4th day of tlje dark half of Atkwm 
(October). Tlie legend of this worship is 
that the god Shri Krislma lifted the Govardhasr 
mountain ott this day, and protected the people 
of this world. A -hill made of cowduiig is 
worshipped at ewery house on llie N^rak 
ehaturdathi day.^ 

Stones of certain kinds are Hrst considered 
is one of the deities, or as one of the chief 
heroes iei the family, and then ivorsbipped by 
the ijcople. Many such stones are found 
worshipped in tlie vicinity of any temple. 

A stone ciwning out of the earth with a 
pliallus or Utigitvi ot Shiva is worshipped by 
the Hindus. If such a Ungam lies in a deep 
jungle, it is worshipped by then] at least once 
n year, and daily, if practicable, in the month 
ot Adkikamd^t intercalary month which 
comes every tliird year,® 

The red stones found in the Narmada ri\-er 
represent the god Gaiipati, and are w'orshipped 
by the people. 

A big stone at Phutaka, Tcinbha near Mnrnd 
jn die Ratnagiri District is worshipped by the 
people, who believe it to be the monkey god 
Hanuman or Maruti. All the stone images of 
gods that are called StvayambJm or self- 
existent are iwthing but rough stones of 
peculiar sha).>es. Tlierc are such steayatnbhu — 
natural-irnages-~at Kelshi and Koltliarc in the 
Ratnagiri District^ 

There is a big stone at Palshct in the 
Ratnagiri District which is worshipped us 
Kddikddevi.-* 

Stones are sometimes worsiupped by the 
people in the belief that they are Imunted by 
evil spirits. We have for example a stoen- 

I Kda Sdhob Shelkr, 

^ ^Master, Anjarle, Batntigiri. 

= School Master, Kilsbe, Ratnagiri. 
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The stones which are once consecrated am! 
worshipped as deities have to be continually 
worshipped, even when perforated. I'iie small 
round, white stone slab known as Vishnu pada' 
which is naturally perforated, is considered t<] 
be holy, and is worshipped daily by the Hindus 
along witlr the other images of gods. Tin 
holes in this slab do not extejud right through 
It is considered inauspicious to worsliip tlR 
fractured images of gods, but tlie perforaUd 
black stone called ShdUgram, taken from the 
Gandaki river, is coiiajidercd very holy, and 
worsliipped by tlie people. Foe it is believed 
to be perforated from its very beginning 
Evtty Shdiigfdmkas a hole in it, even whejj it 
is in the river, ^ 

Broken stones are not sitorsliipped by tin- 
people. But the household gods of the 
Brdhmans amd otlier higher classes which art 
called the Panchdpatan—u coRection of five 
gods— generally corasist of five stones with holes 
j in them,® 

No iuBfcinces of human sacrifices occur jn 
India in these days, but there are many 
practices and customs which appear to be the 
survivals of human sacrifices. These surviv-als 
are visible in tlie offerings of fowls, goats 
buffaloes, and fruits like bocoanuts, brnijals, 
the Kohale or pumpkion gourd and others. 

Human sacrifices are not practised in tliese 
j days, but ammig the Karhada Brahmajis there 
j is a practice of giving poison to animals in 
; order to satisfy their family deity. It is said 
that they^ used to kill .a Brahman- by giving 
hhn poisoned food. 

It is believed tliat tlie people belonging to 
the caste of Karhada Brahmans used to offer 
humaJt-sacrifiecs to tlveir deity, and therefor* 
nobody relies on a Karhada Brihman in these 

^ School Master, Sfedhe, Kolaba. 

* School Master, Palshet, Ratnigiru 

* School Master, Mokhtfde, Thdna. 

* School Master, Kdlshe, Katnagiri. 
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her moutli wheii'.she is asleep. The oaly means 
to guard against her witchcraft is to remain on 
friendly terms with her, and not to hurt her 
feelings oil any occasion, people generally keep 
a watch over the actions of a woman who is 
.suspected to . be a witch, and if she is found 
practising -Jier black art, and is cangiifc red- 
handed, people then pour into iier mouth water 
•irouglit from the shoe.makt-r’.s eartlien pot or 
Aundt. It is believed tiiat, when .she is compejjed 
to drink sucli water, her lilack art becomes 
ineffective.^ 

In the Tiiaiia District it is believed that the 
•skin round the eyes oi‘ a witch is always black, 
her eye.s Iiave an intoxicated appearanee, her 
nails are generally parched and have a darkish 
colour, au<J4he lower portions of her feet seem 
to he Scraped. When any sorcerer gives out the 
name of such a Bhuiali, she j.s tljreatened by 
the people that, should she continue to give 
trouble in the village, her own black art or 
another spirit would be set against her ; and she 
then ceases to give trouble, s 

There are some sorcerer's in the Thana District 
who can move a small bras.s cup or vati by the 


power of their magic. 7’hey can detect a witch 
by tlie movement of tliis ve,ssel. WJicn the brass 
vessel or t'dti reaclies the liouse of a witch, it 
at once scttle.s upon tlie witch's Iiead. She js 
then threatened by the people tluit she will be 
driven out of the village if found practising 
her black ai*t.3 

In tin- Kolhapur District, when the people 
come to know of the e.vistence of a witch in 
tlieir village, tiu'y take ^special precautions at 
the time of harvest. Tliey arrange to harvest 
a d.-fferent kind oiC grain to the one selected for 
harvesting by the witch. After some time they 
go to the field of the witch, and discover wFiether 
there is a mixture of grain in her held. If they 
are convinced of the fact, they take further 
pj-ecautions. In order to avoid being troubled 
by the clieiak, tlmykeep an old, worn out shoe 
or sandal and a charmed copper amulet under 
tlie eaves at the main door of their Louses, or 
make crosses with marking nut on both sides 
of a door. At some places oikunam spots or 
crueles are marked ou the front of a house, the 
object being to guard against the evil effects of 
the chetah^s tricks. ^ 


* School Master, Ithopqli, Kol4ba. 
’ School Master, Padgbe, Thana. 


■* School Waster, JBij, Tbiaa 
■' R6o Saheb Shrike, KolMpur. 
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general 

Offerings of cocoanuts, fowls or goats are 
annually made to the spirits that guard tire 
fields. They are generally made at the time 
of beginning a plantation or the harvesting of 
a crop. When making tlicse offerings, the 
farmers pray to the god to give prosperous 
crops every year. They prepare their cooked 
food in the field on the first harvesting day 
and offer ft as (god’s meal) along 

with the above mentioned offerings.! 

AtBIndivade in the Ratndgiri District, wliile 
commencing the sowing of crops the farmers 
worship ft certain ntttnber of bnliocks made of 
rice floor and then throw tljem into the pond. or 
river adjoining tlie fields. On other occasions, 
offerings of coeoannls and fowls are .sacrificed to 
the deities that protect the fields. Some people 
give a feast to the Brahmans at the end of the 
harvesting season.® 

Ceremonies in connection with ploughing, 
etc. , are not observed for all the lands. But Helds 
which are supposed to be haunted by evil spirits 
are worshipped at the time of ploughing, and 
the evil spirits are propitiated, cocoanuts, sugar, 
fowls or goats are offered to the local deities or 
Aetachdrs. There is a cu-stom of worshipping 
in the fields the heaps of new corn at the time 
of harvest, and this custom generally prev.ails 
in- almost all the Konfcan districts.® I 

At Fonde in the Ratniigiri District tlie I 
Shitvar generally composed of boiled rice mixed j 
with curds is kept iit the corner of a field at I 
the time of reaping the crops. Tfie Shiwar fs | 
sometime^ composed of the offerings of fowls 
and goats."* This ritual is also known by the 
name Chorattfa.^ 


Liwani or plantation of crops a fair called 
Palejatra is held by the people, and every 
farmer breaks a coooanut in the field at the 
time of plantation or Idvani of crops. At the 
time of harvesting it is customary with mani 
of tlm ciUtivators in the Konkan to place ‘a 
cocoanut in the field and to thrash it by the first 
bundle of crop several times before the reguLu 
operation of tlirashiug is begun. At the close ot 
the harve.st the peasants offer cocoanuts, fowls 
Or a goat to die guardian deity of the field. 

At Vada in the Tliana District the ploughs 
are worshipped by the farmers on Saturday and 
tlien carried to the fields for plougbrng.' At 
the time of harvesting, the wooden post to which 
the bullocks are tied is worshipped by tliem and 
at the close of the harvest the heap of new 
corn is worshipped and cocoanuts are broken 
over it.'' 

In the Kolhapur District the farmers worship 
the plough before beginning fo plough the land 
At the. time of sowing the corn they worsiiip 
the an implement for so’wing corn. At 
the time of Ropani or transplftntiiig the crop*. 
thej' split a cocoanut, and worship the stone 
consecrated by the side of the field after bes- 
niearing it witli redpowders, and make .a vow ot 
sacrificing a goat for the prosperity of theii 
crops. At the time of harvesting they also 
worship- the heap of new corn and after giving 
to the deity offerings of cocoanuts, fowls or 
goats they carry the com to their houses.* 

In the Konkan districts the village deity is 
invoked to protect the cattle. People offer 
fowls and cocoanuts in, the annual fair of a 
village deity, and request her to protect their 


At Dasgavin the Kolaba District, there is ■ cattle and crops. Theyimve to offer a goat or 
a custoJa of carrying one onion in the corn' | buffalo to the deity every third year, and t^i 
taken to the fields for sowing and placing five | hold annual fairs in her lionour. The procession 
hajjtdfnls ot corn on a piece of cloth before j of bah is one of the measures adopted for 
beginning to sow the cbm. At the time of ; averting cattle dise.-ises.^ 

^ School Master, Khopoli, Koidba. * School Master-, Baiidivade, Ratnagiri. 

® School Master, Devgad, Ratnigiri, * School Master, Fonde, Ratnigirh 
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Wliei] there was scarcity of raiii the Hindus j fields. The figure of a tiger made of dry 
formerly invoked India, the god of rain, by leaves of sugarcane is posted at a conspicuous 
means of Yadni/(ts ov sacrifices, but such sacri- place in the fields for protecting the crops of 
fices are now rarely performed as they are very sugarcane.^ 

costly, The general method of ensuring rain- Great secrecy is required to be observed on 
f.all in these days is to drown the Lingcim of the occasion of tliC si>ecial puja of Shiiv* winch 
the god Shiva in water and to oifer prayers to I is performed on the first day of the bright half 
that deity.^ of; the month of Bhddrapada (September) 

The following rural rites are intended to Tliis rite is called Afanwya or silent wor- 
ensure sunshine and to check excessive rain, ship, and should be performed only by the male 
A man born in the month of Fdlgun (March) members of tlvi family. On this day all the 
IS requested to collect rain water in the leaf of members of the family have to remain silent 
the ^1 1 m plant, and the leaf is then tied to a while taking their meals. Women do not speak 
stick and kept on the roof of a house. Burning cooking, as tlie food which is to be offered 

coals are also tlwown into rainwater afterpassing to the god must be cooked in silence.^ 
tJiem hetm the legs of a person bom in the Newly married girls have to perform the 
iiiontb of algun^ worship of Mfttbgala Gaari successively for the 

In order to protect the crops from wild pig fi,st five years on every Tuesday in the month 
I re people of Umbergaon in the Thdna District of Shrd^a,^ (August), and it is enjoined that 
post in their field's twigs of Agan tree on the tfey should not speak while taking their meals 
Ganesk Chaiurtht (fourth day of the bright on that day. Some people do not speak while 
holt ot Bhadmpada or September) dayevery taking their meals on every Monday of 
' others make a vow of observing silence and 

111 the Kolhapur l)istrict the deities Tamjai secrecy at their meals every day. AIlBrkhmans 
J'ungdi. and Wdgliai are invoked by the villa- have to remain silent when going to tlie closet 
gers for the protection of cattle. When the ‘"'nd making water.® 

c title di.9ease has disappeared the people offer Certain persons observe silence at their meals 
eocoanuts and otlier offeriuga to, these deities, during the period of four months (Chdturmds) 
The potters and the Chudbiidfi Josliis observe commencing from tlxe 11th day of the bright 
the tollowing ceremony for causing rainfall, half of Askddha (July) to the 11th day of the 
A JhigMju or phallus of Shiva made of mud is bright half of Kdrtik (November). Certain 
consecrated on a wooden board or and a classes of Hindus observe the penance of secrecy 
naked boy is asked to hold it over his head. i»- the additional month that occurs at the lapse 
The boy carries it from house to house and the of every third yearJ 

jnmates of the houses pour water over the phallus. Silence is essential at the time of performing 

The Brahmans and the high class Hindus pour certainausteritiessuchas Sandhya, worshipping 
water on the lingam at the temple of the god the gods, and the repetition of the Brahma 0d- 
Shiva continuously for several days. This is mnatra and other such mawtraj. Secrecy 

called Budrabhisheka. It is a religious rite in is specially observed when a disciple is initiated 
V Inch eleven Brdhmans are seated in a temple by his Guru or spiritual guide with the sacred 
lo repeat tlxe prayers of the god Shiva. mantras or incantations.® 

In order to scare noxious animals or insects Secrecy and sdence are essential when learii- 
roni the fields, the owners of tlje fields throw ing the mantras on snakebite, on evil eye and the 
farmed rme round the boundaries of their evU spirit of VetAl. AH followers of the Shdkta 

= School Master, Fo<ide,Ratndgiri. ’ School Master. Niringre, RaMgiri. 

• School MasKir, UmbergfSon, Thdna. * 'Rdo SSheb Shelke.'KolhApnr. 

School Master, Chinchani, Thina. ‘ « School Master, Dahdnu, ThtSna, 

chool Master, Dabho), Ralndgiri, ■ ' . ' School Master, Fonde, Ratnfigiri. 


tOCKLOUE OF THE KOyKA.^ 


sect must worship the goddess (Durga) very 
secretly. Silotice is also observed by people in 
welcoming to their homes and worshipping the 
goddess Parvati or Gauri iu tiie bright half of 
BAddrapadci every vear.^ 

At in the Thana District, one day 

previous to the planting of rice crops tlm farmer 
has to go to his field even before day break with 
five balls of boiled rice, cocoanuts and other 
things. Xlierc he worships the guardian deity 
of the field ami buries tlie balls of rice under- 
ground. lie has to do it secretly and has to 
remain silent during the whole period. He is 
also forbidden to look Ijchind while going to the 
field for the purpose. - 
Secrecy and si la we ate observed when per- 
forming the rites of Ch^hd‘s md evil spirits or 
ghosts. Widow remarriages among the lower 
classes are performed secretly. Tlie pair 
wishing to im remarried is accompanitd by a 
Brahman priest and tiie marriage is performed 
apart from the imuse. The prie.st applies red 
kad (Knnhu) to the forehead of the bride atid 
throws grains of rice over their lieads and a 
stone zaort&r or pdta is touched to the backbone 
of the bride. Tlie prie.st then turns his face 
and walks away silently. * 

The Holi is a religious fe.stiva]. It i,s 
annually celebrated in memory of the death of 
K^radey the God of Love who was destroyed 
by the giKl Shankar on the full moon day of 
Fdtgun (March). The object of this festival 
ippears to Imve been a desire to abstain from 
lust by burning in the Holt fire all vicions 
tijoughts and desires, As a rule, fcinaks do 
not take any part in this festival. 

In the Konkau districts the annual festival 
of Hoii begins from the fifth day of the bright 
half of Falguit (March). Boys from all the 
localities of a village assemble at a place ap- 
pointed for tlie Holt The place appointed for 
kindling the Boli h not generally changed. 
The boys then go from house to house asking 
tor firewood, and bring it to the Holi spot. 
They arrange the firewood and other combustible 
articles aromid the fatoneh of a mango, beteJnut 
or a Edtvor tree in the pit dug out for the 
purpose and tlieu set it on fire. After kindling 


the samd Jire ttey l»ke t.„„ „„„d ll„ 
«eomp«« withthc btsttog of d,ums 

raise loud cries of obscene words. After tlus 

^tydpatya and 

AAoUo and occasiomlly the neighbouring 
peop e of their firewood and other combustible 
glides. At tlie close of the.se games they daub 
the,r forelieads with .sacred ashes gathered from 
the /foil fire. They consider Uiese ashes e.spe- 
cially auspicious and carry them home for the 
use of the other members of their families 
Hus jjroeess is continued every night till the 
close ot the Mlmoon day. Elderly persons 
take part in this festiv.al only during the last 
few days. 


Oil the fullmomi day all the males of the 
village, including old insii, start after sunset for 
the Hoh .spot, collecting on their way pieces of 
firewood from all the houses in the locality and 
arrange them in tlic manner described above 
.kfter having arranged the HoU^ the officiating 
priest recites sacred verses and the p«ja is 
performed by the mankari of the village. This 
mankari or pdtil is cither the headman or swne 
other leading person of the village and to him 
belongs the right of kiodUng the Holi fire first. 
Some persons kindle a small Holi in front of 
their houses and worship it individually, hut 
they can lake part in the public Holh In the 
towns the Holts of different localitie.? are kindled 
separately while in small village.^ tliere is only 
one for every village. 

At Vijaydnrg in’ the Ratnagiri District a hen 
i.s tied to the top of n tree or a bamboo placed 
in the pit dug out for kindling the Holi fire. 
The fowl tied to the top of the bamboo is called 
Shit A small quantity of dry grass is . first 
burnt at the bottom of this tree when the Mahars 
beat their drums. The Shtl (fowl) Is then 
removed from the tree, after it' is half bunit 
and taken by the Hahars. The Holi fire i,s 
then worshipped and kindled by the G'ufav. 
Worshipping and- kindling the Halt and taking 
the 'SMi (fovtl) are considered as high honours. 
Occasionadiy quarrels and diifer&ices arise 
over this privilege and they are decided by the 
viBage Panch.* 


J School Master, Chant, KoWba. 
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After the kindling of the //o/i the nfoule 
assembled there offer to the Holi a Naivedya 
(god s meal) of s,veet cake made of 
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to feed five or more (married) iJrahuvoi iwirs. 
Sucii vows arc fulfilled after the birth of a- 
child. Some worship the god Satra Naxayan 
on a grand scale and otliers propitiate ttie god 
Shiva by the ceremony of dbhisheka (water 
spriiihlitig)-^ Some offer naila made of gold 
or silver to the goddess Sliitala after the re- 
covery of a child suffering from small pox. 
Eyes and other parts of the body made of 
gold and silver are also occasionally offered in 
lulfilment of vows. People ab.st!.un from e itiiig 
certain things till the vows arc fulfilled,- 
Vows arc made in times of difficulties aud 
sorrow. Tile person afflicted with sorrow or 
misfortune prays to his favourite deity and 
promises to offer particular things or to per- 
form special ceremonies, and fulfils his vows 
when his desired objects are attained. The 
cereraonie.s commonly observed for these pur- 
poses are the -special pnja^ of Satya Narayan 
and Satya Vihayak, Native Christians make 
their vows to their saints and Mot-ilavali 
(Mother Mary) in the taluka of Salsette.'-* 
There i.s, a shrine of tJie god Shankar at 
Kanakeshwar a village on the sea side two 
miles from Mitbav in the Ratuagiri District, 
Many years ago it so happened that a rich 
Mahomedan- merchant wag carrying his nier- 
chaiidise in a ship. T3ie ship foundered in a 
storm at a distance of about two or three 
miles from Kanakeshwar. When the vessel, 
seemed to be on the point of sinking the 
merdiant despairing of his life and goods 
made a vow to erect ,'i nice temple, for the 
Hindu shrine of Kanakeshwar if he, his vessel 
and its cargo were saved. By the grace of 
God the vessel weathered the storm and he 
arrived safely in his country with the merch- 
andise. In fulfilment of this vow he erected 
a good temple over , the shrine of Shri Shan- 
kar at Kanakeshw,ar, which cost him about 
rupees six thousand. This temple is in good 
coirdition to the present day. Many such 
vows are made to special deities. When the 
people get their desired objeccs they attribute 
the success to the favour of the deity invok- 
ed, but when their expectations are not 
fulfilled they blame their fate and not the 
deitv.* 


In the Konkaii districts there .are some per 
sons W'ho practise black art of several kind 
such as Chetak, Jdrayi^ Mdmn and Vchdian 
Cheiak is a kind of evil .spirit brought frou 
the temple of the goddess Itahu of the Kon 
kan districts, ft is brought for a fixed o 
limittd period, and an annual tribute is re 
quired to be paid to the goddess for the ser 
vices. 

Another kind of black art widely practis 
ed in the Konkan districts is known by the 
name of Muih mdrmie. Jn this art the sor- 
cerer prepares an image of wheat flour, and 
worships it with flower.s, incense, etc, A lemon 
pierced with a number of pins is then placed 
before the image. The sorcerer begins to 
pour spoonfuls of w.iter mixed tvith Jagri on 
the foce of the image, and repeats certain 
mantras. Meanwhile, the Icnjon gradually 
disappears and goes to the person whose 
death it is intended to secure. The person 
aimed at receives a heavy blow in the chest 
and at once falls to the ground vomitting 
blood. Sometimes be is known to expire 
instantaneously. The charmed lemon, after 
completing its task returns to. the sorcerer, 
who anxiously awaits its return, for it is be- 
heved that if the lemon fails to return some 
calamity or misfortune is sure to occur to him 
For this reason the beginner desiring to be 
initiated into the mystery of this black art has. 
to make the first trial of his mantras on a 
tree or a fow'l. 

Females are also initiated into the' mys- 
teries of Jddu or black art. Such women are 
required to go lo the burning ground at mid- 
night in a naked state, holding in their hands 
hearths containing burning cools. While on 
their way thej- untie their hair, and then 
begin the recital .of their mantras. There 
they dig out the bones of buried corpses, bring 
them home , and preserve them for practis- 
ing black art. 

There is a sect of Hindus known as 
Shaktas who practise the black art. The 
Shaktas worship their goddess at night, make 
oiferiiig’s of wice; and flesh, and then fea.st 
thereon. 


• School Master, Khopolij Kolaba. 
2 .School Master, Basseia, rhana„ 


V School Master, Poladpur. Kolaba. 
* School Master, Mitbdv, Rattidgiri, 
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CLOSSilRY Oi? VEENA.GULATt TEEMS OCCURING IN VOLUMES I AND 11. 


ABIL: AkiudoE iueetiae, 

ABIE; White seen tod powder, 

AD.vCHH; Red cotton yarn. 

AD.ID; Lentils. 

ADAGHO BABAOHO ; A eereinony periormed to drive away insoets. 

ADH.ISUR: Nameof ademon. 

ADHIKAMAS: Intercalary month. 

ABI-NAUAYAS: A name oI Vishnu. 

ABO : Useless. 

ABULSA: Name oi a inwlieintA plant. 
agar ; Excreta. 

AGASTYA: Name of a saga ; nameoJ a oonstallation. 

AGATHI: a tree, Kesbania GrandiHora, 

AGATHIO : .Vee Agathi. 

AGHABA: Name of a plant, 

AOHORI: A sect of Hindus. 

AGIARI; Eire temple of tho Piiraia, 

AGNI: Eire : the deity presiding over fire, 

AGNICHAR : An order o£ ewil spiritB living in fire. 

AGNIHOTRA: a perpetual' sacred fire preserved in a hole in the ground for reeeiving anc ' preser- 
ving consecrated fire. 

AGNIHOTBI i One who keeps an Agnihotra. 

AGNIKUNDA: A hole in the ground, or an enclosed space, on the surface, or a mewl square- 
mouthed vessel, for receiving and preserving consecrated fire. 

AGNI-SANSKAR: The rite of setting fire to a corpse. 

AGRI : Name oi a caste or an individual of it. 

AHAIjYA 1 The wife of the sage Gautam. 

AHBVA NAV AMI: The ninth day of the dark half of Bhcidr(t2Xitl. 

AHl; Name of a demon. 

AHIR: A caste of shepherds. . . . 

AHUTI: a handful of rioo, ghi, sesarauni, etc., cast into fire, water, upon t le grOun e o , a 

ofiering to the deitie-s. 

AIRAVAT: Name of the elephant of Indra ; the elepliant presiding over the eas-t. 

AJA; a goat. 

Ad AMO: Iiingnationm aiwaon. 

AKaSH : The sky. 

AK ASH-GANG A : The milky way. 

AKHAND SAUBHAGYA: Borpetual nnwidowhood. 

AKIK : Akindof stone. 

AKHA TEXT : The third day of the bright half of 
AKSHAYA TRITIYA : Sec Akhfi Trij. 

ABAWANA: a sorb of alMiwl. 

ALWANT : A spirit of a woman dying in childbirth or durmg menses. 

ALU : An esculent vegetable. 

ALUNDA ; Name of a vow. ^ r— 7 ' , . , 

" , , - conimon .people in popular parlance in wuicn 

* The terms given below J grammatically correct in all 

orm they are given in . the text. ino> wm !■ loi t _ ^ 

.uses Agsin. only such meanings of the terms aro given ss apply .in tim ecu : 


u 


rx 


AMAlfl : A kind of tros. 

AMAR. : Immortal. 

AMATHQ; Xlseless. 

AMATHO MAMO-: An order of ghosts. 

AMaVASYA : The last day of a month. 

AMBA Name of a goddess. 

AMBIL : Conjee. 

AMBO : Mango. 

AMNAYESHWAR A name of the god Mah-ddev. 

ANAGH : Name of a vow. 

ANAGODHA: SeeAnagk 

ANANT CHATCJBDASHI r The fourteenth day of the dark half of Bhd'lmind. sacred 
ANDH.ABIO : An order of gho st.3. 

ANGIRAS : Name of a sage. 

ANJABI ; Palmful. 

ANJAN : Soot used as oollyriutn. 

ANJANI : Mother of Maruti. 

aNJANI ; A sore or male oj\ the eye-Ud. 

ANKADA : Namo of a poisonous plant. 

ANNADEYA ; The god presiding over food, 

ANNAKUTA : The eighth or tenth day of the bright half t>i ^ishviri ot the second du.\ 
half of Ktirtik when sweets are offered to gods, 

ANNAPURNA : The goddess presiding over food. 

ANTAB.AL : Name of a deity. 

ANTARAPAT ; The pieoe of doth which is held between the bride and br-kiagroon^ 
a Hindu wedding, 

ANTYESHTi IMneral rites. 

ANURADHA : Name of a constellation. 

ANUd'HTH.IN ; Performanoe of oertain ceremonies and works in propitiation of a god 
APASMAR : Epilepsy, 

APS.4BA : Certain female divinities who reside in the sky and are tiie wives of the 
They are eometiraes represented as the commoii women of tlie gods. 
APTA ; Name of a tree. 

A.EANI ■■ Elaeodendren giauenm, 

AR.ITI : The ceremony of waving (around €HJ idol, a gurtt, etc.,) a platter contoinu 
lamp. 

ABDHODAYA ; Half-risen state of a heavenly body. 

ARDRA ; Name of a constellation. 

ARGHYA : A respectful offering to a god er a venerable person consisting of vario 
or of water only. 

ARJUXA ; The third of the five Pdndava brothers. 

ARUNBHATI ; Wife of Vasishtha ; name of a star. 

ASARA : A water nymph. 

AS .-IN ; A prayer carpet, 

ASHADH; The fourth month of theReecani Hindu and the ninth month of tlit G 
calendai year. 

ASH.4PURr : Name of a goddess. 

ASHLE3HA ; Name of a constpllatioa. 

ASHO : A corrupted form of Aahvin. 

4SHAPATI : Name of a mythological king. 

ASHTABH.\B0 ; .An order of ghosts. 

ASHTADAL.A ; Eight-cornered. 

AoH r.A-DI-K-P.ALA ; Protsotors of the eight different direotions. 

ASHTAKA ; A hymn consisting of eight verses. 
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ASHTAMAHABAN s a gift coE3isting of eight kiads of asticlea. 

ASHT AVASB : A class of divine beings eight in number. 

: 'I'be severath month of the Deccani Hindu and the twelfth month of the Gujardt Hindu 
calendar year. 

ASHV^IMI : ^fame of a constellation, 

%SHVINI KUMAR : The twin sons of the aun by bia wife Sanjnya in the form of a taara. They 
are famoua as heavenly physician». 

ASHWAMEDHA ; Horae sacrifice. 

ASSWATTHAMA : The only son of Drooa, iUe military preceptor c.i the KamaVis and Piadavas. 

ASMAm ; An o'fd®!' 

ASO 1 A conmpted form of Ashvin. 

ASOPALAV A ! Name of a tree. 

ASUR GATI : The path ofthe demona. 

ATIT ; A class of religious beggara. 

ATIJtBt A kind of cloth, 

ATRI ; Ka«ie of a sage. . r» 

\'X'^ APATYA -, Name* of an out-door game played in the Deccan. 

AVAB'MATA : Name of a goddess- 
AVAUAT: An order of ghoets- 
AVA<«ATI : Fallen condition, 

AVAUI-i. : A Muhammadan aamt. 

At'ALA : Name of a tree. 

AVATAR: An incarnation of Vishnu. 

AVI : An order of ghosts. 

.:tVLI : Name of a tree. 

AWDUMBAR ; a tree, Eieua glomerata. 

AWUTA : Wood bill. 

AY.-VN : Nam© of a tree. 

B. 


B,S.8ARO : -'Vn order of ghosts. 
BABHUU: Acacia atabica. 
BABRIO : Nee Babaro. 


BABRO: 6Ve Babaro. 

BABRUVAHAN ! Name of a demon ; a son o - rjuna. 
BABUL ; .\caaia arabica. 

BAUHA: Impending evil. 

B.AGH ADA : Name of an evil spirit. 

BAUULBAWA ; Name of a goblin. 

BAHIRI : Kamo of a goddess. 

BAHIEX-SOMJAI : Name of a gswldcss. 

B AHIROB A ; Name of a minor deity. 
BAHIROBACHE BHUT = An order of glmsts. 


jAJA ! Disln 

(.tJALB : A wooden cot, 

It Tip; A wooden stool- . i ci- 

iAJANIA : A cast of tumblers or an individual o. iw 

3 AKA; Nam© of ft demon; name of a sage. 
lAKUA : A small round flat cake of dry boded bean- . 

A vXLAN : See BiSkla. 


BAKOR: Noise. 
BALA TBRASH : The 


. l3th day of the dark half of 


'ifkf'ZrapaU- 


BAL.AD: An ox. 


IV 


appendij: 


BALADl An of ghosts. 

iJALOEV : Kame of the brotiier of Krishna, the eighth incarnation nf 
UALEF : The full moon day of iS'Ar(ft«fn«. 

H ALEVA : See Balev. 

BALEVIAN : A kind of *ofship. 

K-VLI : Name of a mighty demon, the lord of the nether world or an oblation; a victim 

offered to any deity ; name of a procession. 

BALlB.iN : Offering of a victim. 

BALLA An order of ghosts. 
liAXASUE ; Name of a demott. 

BANDH-il-JAVAN : Name of a cattle disease. 


BAN! A : A trader. 

BaL*A: Name of a guardian spirit of fields. 
BABDEV ; See Biipa. 


BaBANESHWAR MAH.VDPA' ; A name of Mahadev. 

B.vRAS ; The twelftii day of tiie bright or dark half of a month 
BARVATIAr An outlaw, 

UATaS-A; a kind of sweetmeat. 

BATRTSA ! A man possessed of thirtr-tiTci aceomplishmeids, 

U.VTL'lv : Name of a minor deity. 

B.IU ■ A word used to frighten children; a goblin. 

B.IVA : A term of respectful compellation or mention for an ascetic or n iiginus tetvcher. 
BaVAL ; Nee Babul. 

BaVO ; Nee Btiva. 

B.^YA : Name of a deity presiding over small-pox. 

B.LWAN YIR ; Name of a minor deity, 

BECHR.A JtATA; Name of a goddess. 

BED A : Name of a tree. 

BEL ! Aegle Marmetos. 


BEL-BHANDAR; Leaves of the Aeale Marmelos and the turmeric powder that are kept on u 
idol. ' ‘ 

BEB : Jujube tree. 

BEBU : Deaf. 

BETHI : An order of ghosts. 

BttABHO'; Worthless. 


liHADARWA: Nee Biiadrapacl. 

BHADRAPAD : The sixth mouth of the Deccani Hindu and the elw.nth month of tt.e Guiar^f 
Hindu calendar year. 

BHACIAT : An exorcist. 

BHAGIRATH ; Name of an ancient king of the solar dynasty wiio is s,u<i (o ' have bromdu down 
the Ganges from heaven to the earth. " 


lifiAOVAT : Name of one of the eighteen pwdnas, 
BH.VGVATI : Name of a goddess, 

BHAGIVAN : An epithet of Vishnu ; of Shiva. 
BHAGWAXI: Nee B hag vat i. 


BHAIRAV : A name of an inferior manifestation of Shiva, 

BHAJAN : Repeating the name of a god as an act of worship; liyrniis 
hgod. 

BHAKTJMARGA : Path of devotion. 

BHALD : An old female jackal. 

BHAKDaPiI : A caste of Hindus, 

BHANG : Hemp water- 


or pieces or vt-tses mmg to . 


BH.ANGI ; A scavenger; name of the caste of scavengers. 
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BHAXGKA : A kind of tree* 

HHARAXAI : Name of a goddess. 

KKARAKI: Xajnc of a constellation, 

BHaR-VXI : The process of charming. 

BHAR. ITA Xamo of a brother of Rama the seventh Incatnation of Vishnu. 
BHAK'^'AD : easle of siiephords, 

BHaSIK.^ : An order of ghosts. 

BHAS. MA - Holy ashes. 

BHASilASUR ; Xame of a demon. 

BHAEBId : The second day of the bright half of Kdrtlk, 

BHAVaI: Xnme of r stone deity. 

BHaVAKaI ; Name of a goddess. 

BHA\'aXI : A n..n\e of the goddess Parvatl, 

BHAVIX ; -A caste of female temple servants who are prostitutes by profession. 


BH-AWaNI ; NAe Bhftvani. 

BHEXaA : A she-bnifalo. 

BHHXSa.SI’R : .A derimn in the form of & he«huf£&lo. 

BHIKHAUI r A IveggflT. 

BHIKHt) : A beggar. 

BHIL : A parity HiniUr. partly anlinistio tribe.' 

BHIMA : The second of the five P.iiidava brothers! 

BHIM.A.A01ARAB : The eleventh day of the bright half of -Jj/crihto. 

BHDIASE.VA : A’ee Bhima. 

EHI.MXATH MAH.iDEV* : .A name of Shiva. 

BHIMXATH SH.AXK.AR : .A name of Shiva. 

'BHISHM.A : Son of Shdntanu and the river Gauges and gtand«iinol© of the PandhvaianJ KRnravas- 

BHOG.A^^A : Village boundary. 

BHOI ! A caste of fishermen and palanquin^bearera. 

BHOJ-APATR.A : -A palm-leaf. 

BHOLAXATH : .A name of Shiva, 

BHOXO RIXODI : Xame of a poisonous plant. 

BHOI’-ALA: Gourd. . ... 

BHOPI: The person that officiates in the tainpL^s .of village deities. 

BHUCHAR ; An order of ghosts hovering over the earthi 

BHUXGA ; A black bee. 

BHUSHUXDAKAK : Name of a sago. 

BHITT : An evil spirit. 

BHUTA : N'ee Shut. 

BHUTA-DEV ATA : A ghostly godling, 

BHUTALI : A woman ■ft'hb can inflnonce evil spirits to do harm to others. 

BHUTp; : Plural of Bhutya : S'ee Bhutya. . 

BHUTIX ; A female member of an order of devotees of the goddess Bhavhni. 

BHUTX.vTH: Name of an evil spirit. _ 

BHCTVA : A niak- member of an order of devotees of the goddess Bhavjnn. 


BHUVA : A male e>corcisit. 

BHUVI: A female exorcist. 

BIBHISH.AXA : Brother of Ruvana, the demon king of Lanka or Ceylon. 

BIJ ■ The second day of the bright or dark half of a month. ^ t .h. 

BIJ.AVKTKSHANYAYA: The maxim of seed and shoot. The maxna takes i nv.jm . com e 

mutual relation of causation that esist-s between seed and shoot, and is 

applied to cases in which two objects stand to each other in the rclatinu 

of both cause and effect. 


BILADO; A cat. 
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Hindu : a cirop. 

JIOCHO ! A coward. 

BODAN : A ceretrsony in which cixrds, milk, boiled rice, fried cakes, etc,, are mixed up toijether arid 
presented in oblation to the goddess WahSlakshmi by a company of at least, five 
married women and one virgin, 

BODO ; Bald-headed. 

HOI- CHOTH : The fourth day of the dark half of Shravan. 

BOSADI : The Jujube tree. 

BOTERUX t A complete cessation of rain for .seventy-two days. 

BOWAJI ; A'ee Bdva. 

Bow : See Bau, 

BRAHMA GRAHA : Ghost of a Bralimaii. 

Brahma : The first god of the Hindu Trini(.\'. 

BRAHMABHOJ : feast to Brahmans. 

BRAHMACHARYA ; Celibacy. 

HBAHJIACH-iBI ; One who has taken a vow to lead a celibate life. 

BRAHMAHATA'A : The murder of a Brahman. 

BRAHMAN : The sacerdotal caste of Hindus or an individual of it. 

BRAHMANA-VARUNA : The appointment of duly authorised Brdhmans to perform religious- 

ceremonies. 

BRAHMAR ANDHRA i The aperture -supposed to be at the crown of the head, through which the 
soul takes its flight on death. 

BAKSHAS.i : See Brahma Samhandh. 

BRAHMASAMBANDH; The ghost of a Brdhman that in his life time possessed high attainments, 

and a haughty spirit, 

BRIHASPATI : Name of the preceptor of the gods. 

SI'! VWta. 

BUDDHI ! Name of a wife of Ganpati. 

C 

GHNDUR ; Red lead, 

CHADA : Bent. 

CHAITannAADI a ; An order of ghosts, 

CH.AITRAt The first month of the DCccani Hindu and the sixth month of tie 

calendar year, * month of the <,xujar«f, Hmdii 

OHAKLl : A sparrow. 

CHaK PADANH : Appejnce of^^d pustules on the face .suppo.sod to lie caused by the influence 

CHAKOBA ; A bird, Bartavelle Partridge. 

■CHALA : Name of a deity. 

CHALEGH.AT : An order of ghosts. 

CH.AM.^H : A caste of tanners. 

CPLAMPA : Miehelia champaca, 

CHAMPAvST:^ 

GHANA : Gram. 

CH.ANDA : Name of a kitidbf wind. , 

OHANDCH.^NI; .Aiv order of gh<®ts. 

CH.AKDAN : Sandal wood. 

{.'HANDIK.A ; Name of a goddess. 

CHAN.DI KAVACH - 4 i 

CHANDIP vTH • S ’ -f g'J^dess Chandi or Durga. 


-■ kc 
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CliA .\^X>EA ; The luoon, * 

CHA^I)RAJi.lNDi5.T . -n, j. , 

C-H,iRAN: 4 r , 

cmakak.imrit- IV if" "®*’* 

s:;:ss; 

rFiA'eti. „, or flour. 

CfUbHA: ThoBiueja,.^ - 

ntr A , A ■ 

CH-tTUBTSI. CtaThZ"Z"'r“r “' “• 'M 

^ -^. ovfe':;“4‘S:,»' ‘*« '■'«« « “ «' 

<,Jhf>st Uf a of T?- 

CHETaKIN; A visch 

OmTCK, 

CwSr rti'; '■ 

^BO&ABO : With a tHii, 

<3m^Tf? ' Wrd. 

<JHiLUiVl! Aolavpipe 

OHI.VDHARO: KagU 

CfUBANJlVA; J/iiinortal, 

Oi£ITI : iS^g Ohithi. 

vilOK ; A fiquaiia. 

■CHOEA : Dolicijoii Sineusio., 

CHOLI : A b(xJic8. 

CHOKGE : A kind of sweet. 

■CHOBASI KAKTJhrr- Av. i r 

■OHORAWVrx.tTT' r 
choraw-i. w' 

■CHOTH - Th 'f pexioroied at the time of reapimr 

CHUDJ?T a j ' ’ '^ of forfcaaa-teiloj^ 

CfiXiDi; A tortth„ 

OHD.SrABl'^At™4td*^J''”’"T''*^°’“‘”“"‘'*'’'***- 

CBOT^l . i.’""* » 8*i 
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D.IDA3I0 ; An order of gJjosfs. 

DaDA-MOKHODIaK ; Name of a field deity. 

DaDH ! A moiar tooth. 

DADH BAN’DHAVI : To deprive of tlieytowor of eating by a cliarm or spell, 

DADO : An order of ghosts. 

DaKAN ; A witch ; an order of ghosts. 

DaKINI ; ,y«6 Ddkan. 

DaKLA : A spirit instrument in the form of a small kettle-drum. 

DAKSHA ; A celebrated Prajdpati bom from the thumb of Brahma. 

. DAKSHA PRAJAPATI; AeaDaksba. 

DAKSHANA : A gift of money made to Bralimans. 

■DAL : Name of a sect of Hindu-s. 

DALAP : A ceremony performed for the propitiation of the minor deities of the fielda. 

DALIA : Baked split gram* 

DAM ANA ; An amulet tied to the horns of a pet animal, 

DAMPATNA : A married pair, 

DANA : Corn seed. 

DANDA ; The bat at the game of trap-stick. 

DANKLA.-At'eeDakla, 

DANKEA BESWAN : The installation of a ddnkla, 

DjINKLAN : See Dakla, 

DARBHA ! A saered grass ; Cynodon Dact5'lon, 

DARDUBI : Name of a water njiaph. 

DARCtA ; A Sluhaatmadan place of worship. 

DAEJI : A caste of tailors. 

DASHA 1, Influence. 

DARSHA SHRADDHA ; A ahrdddha to the manes on every new moon daj", 

DASARA 1 The tenth day of the bright half of Kdrtik. 

DASHARATHA : Son of Aja and father of Rdtna. 

DAS PINDA: Tlie oblations collectively to the manes of a deceased ancestor which are offered 
daily from the first day of his decease until the tenth, or which arc iffered together 
on the tenth .- also the rite; 

DATAN : tYooden sticks for bru.shing the teeth. 

DATTA ! A’ame of a god. 

DATTATEAYA : .See Datta. 

DAV T An order of ghosts. , 

DEDAKO: A frog, 

DEHAEI MATA: Name of a goddess. 

DELA\ ADI DE^ I : Name of a goddess. 

DENDO : The croaking of a frog, 

deop AN : Ceremonies and observances in propitiation of a ^od. 

DESHASTHA : A caste of Brahmans found in the Deccan 
DEV.^ : A god. 

DE^ AOIIAE : Spirit of a Shudra who dies after his marriage. 

DEYAHm : Name of the motiier of the sage Kapil. 

DEVAK : ^ for the deity or deities worshipped at marriages., thread investitures etc, , a 

DEYAKl ; Mother of Krishna. 

DEVAL ; A temple. 

DE\ AL RIGHANE : Entering into the sendee of the temple. 

DE\ AEI : The male oJEsprihg of a Bhavin. 

DEFALO ; A'ct loved. 
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DEVAKisHi ; A (Jealftr with gods and devils: one that sammons, exorcises them, etc. 
DBVA SARPA ; A snake belonging to a deity. 

DBVASK.1: Tbe amiuftl cereraonies in honour of the tutelar divinity of a village. 
DKVa YOSHITA : A wojuan oHered to a god. 

DIvV D1V.VLI : The efeventh day of the bright'half of .K(irtifc, 

DEVI : -A goddess. 

DEVIPANTH : A sect of the worshippera of the goddess Durga. 

DHAO.A : An wnuiot made of a piece of cloth. 

DHAL-JATRA : A ceremony performed at the time of harvt^t. 

DHAMA : A name of Hamnn^ih. 
iJHANA 5 Coriander. 

DHjANANJAYA ; Name of a snake. 

DHAN.A-TRAYODAdHI : The tlurteenth day of the dark Imlf oi Ashuin. 


DH.\Nti.AH; A of shepherd.^, 

DHA'NISHTHA ; Name of a constellation. 
i)KAN0; tiagittarius. 

DHANURM.AS '■ The period during which the sun is in .Sagittarius. 

DH AN C -SAN KR ANT ! Transit or passage of tin- sun through Sagittarius. 

DHARAVADI: A stream of milk. 

DEaRMARAJA : The god of death. 

DHARMASHALA: A rest house. , . , 

DHARM.ASHABTRA ! The code of body of Hmdu law. 

DH ARAS.ASINDHC : Name of u work treating of Hindu law, 

DEED ; All impure coate of Hindus. 

DHEDVADA; The svurd or place occupied by the Dhrd caste, 

DHINtiO : Pat. 

DHOBI : A caste of washermen. 

DHOL: a drum. 

DHOLIO : All order of ghosts. 

DH 0 NDILG.A,IYA ; Name of a rite performed for securing ruiiUatl. 

DHOHI; White. 

DHOX.AR; Waist, cioth. 

ivHTll PXDAVO: The Srst lUty of the dark iialf of FSgun. 

MRUV o„ 0< <-<>•“ »■ 

UKUMTI, .5., Oho. 1W.V.. , 

DHUDWAD; -Sef! Dhul Padavo. iho uaj <n 
DHUNDA: Name of « demon goddesa. 

BHUNDA K.AKSHASIN’. Nee Dlmnda. 

DEUNDEUilARI : Name of n mythological personage. 

DHUNI = Tim smokedlm of .an ascetic over whicli he sit^ mhaUng the -mo .. 

DHUPA: Eraukinoense. 

DIG-AMBARA ; Name of a oodde-ss. 

DlPO : Panther. 

iJlRHAhSHDL: Pain causwl by directions. , ,, , ■ , 

UIVAU- Afoetival withuootnrmd illuminations, iVastings, gambling,, etc. h.hi ■ miofi . s- roi 
eluding day of .-Isfwn and the first and second day oi haHU. 

• Tho fiftaauth day of the dark half of Aefiddfc- 

DIWAD : A serpent of a large !mt harmless species. 

DODKA; One. hundredth part of a rupee. 

DOK-ADO: .A ball of molas.ses and sesammn seed cooUed i, 

DORA: Piece of a string : a m^gic thread. 

DORLI : tJolaoum indicum. 

. DOBO; Old. 
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DRO : 4 kinti of .saored gr<«s. - " 

6i^„ “ ^»mn but 

^ t» .f .1 ' '^™'»''*»- «> “«■-.« tb, kJ:^z: 7Z‘ '“ 

btb. 

Dl'a.DTOIOON?s“Mti. »‘'1> «»t. 

^>PHITRa : Shrdddha performed bv a 

BSB„r n “ 

DURQa^ CJiief. 

nrr^r » goddess. 

^ grass. 

DLRiOBfrAXA; The eEdest of +1 w 
DVriJA: Atwiee-boro 

oom. A Brahman, a Kehatriya or a Va' I 


EKOTISHri ■i'T"'"* '"“■ 

SIAM t K.„, aftftr 




£ 

JPAG ; A vujgar song. 

FAGAN : A corrupted f , 

'■^“■ 

FAKrao : A teg®!"” '° '“ ““ "•'«»«,. 

MrAoi: t.C" rwr’ “ Ot.i«.a»<b 

GADHEBa.. a donkevv 
Gadheda. 

GADHEBXMATA: irn.m- e 

GAPAL: Stupid. ^ to proteot a f e 

GAGANACHAR ; An order of ^ ® 

GAGARBEBIITx • 4 • ia the etEw..’ I 

■ - A piece of feather tkoJ^'Z ‘ 

A day of tba 

OALAI, , IWA "•■” »* .te 




^ « SB*..., =— 

: Sandttl pitete. 

GA^fESH CHATCJKTiir ' Ttia »■ 

^ day of tho bright haw of 

G-CSEshIO ; ^ took caiebrated aa* the birth- 

GANGLO; 8tOuy, 

GANGUD = An order of .ho,t, 

^^lA il; Gse aoii of S'lliva and Pii'rvati fj • 

. ' ' " «- >-o.er of 

< ■ 4 1 > A i> f ' ' ^^bage g'oddt'sa. 

GAKHANE: ^nppHXrtTanZr"''" 

GARUD. The eagle. 

GARUX) Pur .( v . v., « 

«AVA: ., - - ; 

a.iVAU , ,1 .3,,, 

. ■ '■ ^ ppdw of ahoBf% 

«.sy™ n^ml : 1“®“" °' 

Brdhmanathkmotir^and^^^^ and repeated by every 

"-«ATKIfTOisoaiV«HW "’‘I' "“"' ' 

GEDIjAbat. ; Gayatripurteeharan. ^ whc ceremonies, 

Gedi -Banda • 4,» 

GERIa - A boy who 

<^HAIJI: An exorcist- A c^te oft! 

GHABI ,- A measure of time ^quai or au individual of it. 

GHABULO : A Praeesa for ,. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^weivcy-four minates. 

<5HANCHrNI . An o3 r eye 

rwrwr^Tr ^ aborts. , . , 

GHEU:Mad.: " . 





OliELO; Jlad 
OHKlVXi MhcI. 

GHERAYaLA ; EcJjpsfd, 

GH£3A; a aJiecp. 

; A iiorse. 

CH^uf “■•“•fc I* ■"'.pli. ...teUrt, 

■lAl- . A „rt 

f'HT'x-, with leather-, ’ ^ covered org-r at 

LrJdLAA; A mysterious waterv nit. 

GID07 'aX : Name of a creeper, 

» .»™a »,„ „ 

«' clog louse. 

GODHO : A FhiU, 

GOrvH.AK J: !a «P. 

. t'OE ,• iVloJas-aee. 'Whdav of 

^I-ABA: A'ameofagaddeae, 

^OLAMBADEYI:Kameofagoddes« 

GO.MUKH.Mouthofaeow 

gopr.a^ 1 x!'S 

GOR : A priest - B^«hma«. 

gSabiI ^ 

GOE tfx- ; Harmtnau. 

GOR AKha ^omau. 

rnStr -2 

COMO 

*■ I •• An ascetic. 

GOTRA.-AseetwHufacasteUaviii- 

GOERI-PE^jav'. ^ tiacestor 

c-«.Ao , i ;„:zz :i 2: ~r:: r?' 

eormi. . xJZ!‘, ZZ " '''“"’ ‘^•’ "’ “'m™- <i..,‘ „„ 

fcOlABOHAN^ A 

C,„„. , ■»«™'".“! °“ “” "' »“ “eM 

ORA.rADE.-ATA; A 
- AJU-DEl i , A viiiage goddess. 
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CiKU a ; K'atne' of cl^j{^.^ 

Gt^mil ; A poJe, wr«pp«i 

oram-pinv'!;': r7 r" •'" ” “" «“ -« « 

GlAiAL : Babaintxi^indroti, 

CCTAKALPA: 

GL JjaL : RhI powder. ' 

OmtPHA : A c«vc. 

GUNDAH ; Gyna araUic-, 


: r«::, 

H.-iJ ; A pilgrim. 

*“““ “ «>».......* 0. ... .o..,., 

HAXUMA-^^JA^A^'TI: SrimLtdafof 

HAR . A name of Shiva» ^ of Hanuinaii 

HARDA : A garland of balls made of sugar 

HAHI : A jiaijje of 
H Ar\^T ALm 

* TALIKA j The third day of the bright haif of BAM-qjxck on* whirl ' 

HaRIVav^sw '^‘^raWppecl by women. *" of Parv-ajj 

SARn A^fisHA : Rame of a pwm'n, 

HASTA i Name of a aoiisteUation. 

HATHaDI ; An order of ghosts, 

HAriiJ; An elepixant. 

HA\''AN ; A sacrificial offering, 

HEDAJdATIO : A name of Hanumdn. 

HEDAJIBA: iS'anie of a giantess. 

HEDLI ; An order of ghosts, 

HEitAOT-R ITU; Winter,. . ''" 

H10IMBA : Ratne of a giantess. 

HIJADAs a fjmiuoh, 

HIKGL.Gf t ^’antu of a goddess 
Hm AjrrARASHlPU r Name of a demon, 

HIR ana AKSHA .* Name of ft deinOfi. 

HIRWA; An Older of. ghosts. 

HOB ! Name of a goddess. 

HOLI ; A festival held at the approadi of the veraaUouino^- ■ Th d ' 

the festival, . ' "^^aaged ^ 
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HOLIA ; A boy wiio takes an active part in tiie oelehr&tioas. 

H0L1S.4 ; IfaiBe of a goddess, 

HOLD : A species of birds. 

HOMA : A sacrifice. 

HOMAHAVAK ; A forsiarion expressing comprehensivelj' or collectively, the several acts and 
points appertaining to oblation by fire: also any one iudefinely of fcbeee acts 
and points- 

How : ATaine of a Semon, 

HTjMBAD; a caste of Vanias or an individual oi it. 

HUT-f-SHANI ; The pile arranged to bo kindled at the festival of Hcdi. 

I, 

IXA ; .in egg. 

Aid : -A gift. 

IXIJA ; An egg-shaped vessel. 

INDRA-DHAKUSHYA: A rain-bow. 
iXHBAJJT : Name of a'detaon. 

INDRAIIAHOTSAVA i A festival celebrated in honour of the god Hkdra. 

JR.-iLE : A protection agaitist raitt made of the leaves of tree.?. 

ISHTADEVaTA : A chosen deity. 

XTIDIO : A species ot insects. 


J.iiDI ; Pat. 

JADO : Fastened, 
-T.\DU : The black art. 


J.^GRAN : The fifteenth day of the bright half of AsftdrfA. 
J.-i-GRITI : Wakefulness, 

J -AIKHA ; .An order of ghosts. 

J.4KHAI ! Name of a minor goddess. 

JAKH .ANI : An order of sfinii.Hiviiio lieings, 
J.AKSCAx-DEYI : Name of a minor goddess* 

JAKHAKA : Name of a minor geddesa. 

•JAK-HARO : An order of ghosfe. 


JAKHIN ! Spu’it of a woniBii whose husbawd is alive. 

J AKHMATA : Name of a minor goddess. 

JAKRIN : Name of a deity residing in water. 

JAL : .An order of ghosts ; name of a tree, 

JALACHAB ; An order of evil spirits living in water. 

JALADEVI : Waber-goddess, 

JALAJ : .An order of giiosts. 

JALA-JATBA: Tiie ceremony of submerging the image of Shiva 
JALANDHAR: Name of a demon. " « .r a. 

JALAP : A dream caused by cold. 

JALI^EVELI ; Wfl^tter^go^dess, 

JALOTSAVA : A water festj-sral. 

JAMI3T.J V' • Oqc of th® A-n.-H ■ -v . 

JAMBUV.ANri : The deugliter of Jambuyant. ^ i-anka or Ocyfon. 

JAMI : .An order of ghosts, 

JAN : An order of ghosts. 

JANAK ; A king of Mahila, the foster-fwher of Siia. 

JAN. A We ; A sacred thread, 

J.ANGAAI : A Lin gAyat priest, 

J ANHU : Name of ft mythologieai king. 

JANJIRO : A black cotton thread With seveij, knots. 
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J ANMASHTAMI : The e^htb day. of the dark half of ShrdtKfn oalebiated as the birth.*day of 
Krishna. 

JANMA.StrWASINI ! A woman who is perpetually unwidowed. 

JANNI : Name of a minor goddess- 
JAKTR A : A mystical arrangement of words. 

JAP : Repeating prayers in a muttering manner- 
JAP-MAL : A rosary. 

JARAN : A kind of Waok art. 

JABASANDH : Nome of a demon. 

JAEI : Name of a goddess. 

JARI-MABI : A goddess presiding oyer an epidemic or pestilential disease. 

JATA : Matted hair. 

JATBA: A fair. 

JATUPI ; Name of a sage. 

JAVA: Barley. 

JAVALA ; Tender wheat plants. 

JETHA : The eighth thonth of the Gujarat Hindu calendar year. 

J&APAT: A sudden encounter. 

JHOLAI : Name of a goddess. 

JIMP ; An order of ghosts. 

JINNI : An order of ghosts. 

JINO : SmaU. 

JINTHRO; Rugged. 

JIBEN : Cumin-seed. 

JIVADHANI ! Name of a goddess. 

JIVI ! Live. 
jrVO: Live, 

JOGAI : Name of a goddess. 

JOGANi! A female harpie- 

JOGATA; A male child offered to the goddew Yallaraiaa. 

JOG ATTN: A female child offered to the goddess Yallamma. 

JOGAVA : Begging in the name of the goddess Amba. 

JOGI : A male child offered to the goddess Miydka. 

JOGIN; A femede child offered to the goddess Mdyaka. 

JTJABI : A kind of corn. 

JGLEBI : A kind of sweet. ' 

JITTHI : False. 

JUVARI : A kind of corn. 

JYBSHTHA i The third month of the Deocani Hindu and. the eighth month of the Gujardt Hindu 
calendar year. Name of a constellation. 

JYOTISK-SHASTB A : The science of astronomy. 

KABAR : A tomb raised over the grave of a Muhammadan saint. 

KABIB : Name of a celebrated saint. 

KACHA : The son of Brihaspati, the preceptor of gods. 

KAGHAKADA : A kind of bead. 

KACHARO ! Refuse. 

KACHBI : Rainbow. ^ 

KACHHIA I A caste of vegetable sellers. 

KADADAN » Legumes. 

KADALIPTTJAN : Plantain tree worship. / 

KADAMB : Authocophalus cadumba. 
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KADVI : Bitter. 

KADAVO : Bitter, 

KADULJMB ; MeJia. Asadiraohta. 

KAFRI : Aa order of ghoste. 

JSAGDO : A crow. 

KAGrRASHlA : An expounder of the utterances of crows. 

KAGtVA : Cooked food offered to the manes, 

KAITABHA : Name of a demon. 

KAJAXj: CcJlyrdum, 

KAJEA : A kind of tree. 

KANADI ; A ououmber. 

KAKBHUSHUNDI : Name of a sage- 
KALASH : A jar, 

KALASHI : A weight of corn- 
KALANBMl : Name of a demon. 

KAI4ASIO : A bowl. 

KALI_; Name of a goddess. 

KALIKA ; Name of a goddess. 

KA ‘jKAICEtE BHUT j An order of ghosts. 

KAI I CHAUDAS : The fourteenth day of the dark hajf of Ashvin, 

KAIjINGI : Daughter of the king of the Kalingas. 

KAI4 PABAJ ! A name applied oolleotively to the aboriginal tribes of Gujarit. 
KAIj^A NAG; Name of a mythological snakes 

KALI YUGA.! The fourth age of the world according to the Hindu -iscriptureei 
KALO : Black, 

KALO ¥ 4 : Name of a cattle disease. 

KALPAVEIKSHa : A fabulous tree granting all desires. 

KALBHAIBAVj A name of Mahddew, 

KAL PURUSHA : The god of death. 

KALUBAI: Nameof a minor goddess. 

KALYAN: Welfare. 

KAMA DHEND i A heavenly cow granting all desires. 

KAMALA HOLI i The fourteenth day of the bri^t haU of JPdl^un, 

KAMAN : A kind of black art of bewitching a person. 

KAMANDAXiU ; A goord. 

KAMDEV MAHADEY ; A name of Mahddev. 

KAMOD : A kind of rice. 

KANAKNATH : A name of MahAdev. 

KANKOTRI : Red powder. 

KaNOBA ; Name of a minor deity, 

KANS A ; King of Mathura, maternal uncle of Krishna. 

Kansas ; Coarse wheat flour cooked in water or ghi and sweetened with molasse 
KaNYA; a girl;. Virgo. 

KAPHAN s The oloth in which a corpse is wrapped. 

KAPIL t Name of a sage, 

KAPILASHASTHI ; A day on which synohronixe sis particulars — the day, Tue< 
KAddrapod ; the date, the sixth of the da* fortnigl 

Rohini ; the Tog, Vyatipdt j the MabdHokahotra. Heeti. 
Kapil ASHETB ; see Kapiiishastbi. 

KARAN : A kind of tree, 

KARHADA j a caste of Brdhmaus found in the Deccan. 

KaEKA j Cancer. 


^PENBDC 

JABM,: ================= 

KARTnr^ : 

^ LTr H«u = 

KiBTncEY. Soa oisw^'ih, "' “ “* 

, A «a. « ... 

' A butcher. 

•KASATIA ; of a god 

KSmii^H™, ^ a. go*. 

KATKAEI-: l^anie of a tribe 

KAUL : TRhia rice, betelnute et<. <.t. l. 

KtvEA^Th ’’ '' ** 

KAMTOBKA.K™.„,‘”i.o„_, ^ J' •fP'*! , , 

KAVATfir.<im»'AT> . by- 

^At ANBS^AR ; An«ue of MahitdeT. 

■KAYA ! Body. 

KEDAR : 2^ame of a deity. 

KEBADO; a bind of tree. 

KESHAR : 8a£Eron. 

KESHAVA: A uaiue of Krishna, 

KHADT. r> goddeesesr. ^ pitiate therr favourite 

-BJIABI : Bea or greea earthi 

XM ^^«oi «.C; “'.j- 

KH AIS ; A species of water spirits 

PAKTO, A *0. of Htote. 

KHAKHARA : A kind of tree. 

KHAKHI : A sect of Hindus. 

E^: The passage in the , 

EHawAj A bodice cloth "S'® CPb^Uus of Shiva). 

KHANJIB f A dagger^ 

KHAPABI* A kind of cattk disease. 

^^^^HABBTA ; An order of ghosts, 

XHiRW .■’ “‘•'““•I of ft, 

EHATAIH : A cot. 
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KHATRI : A eoste of weavers. 

KHAVAS: A caste of Hindus. 

KHAVIS : An order of ghosts. 

KHETALO : Name of a snake deity. 

KHETRVA ; A field. 

KHEM : An order of ghosts. 

KHICHADI : A preparation of riee and pulse cooked together. 

KHUADIO ; The Shanti tree, ProsopU spicigera 
KHIJADO : Se^ Khijadio. 

KHIJADO MAMO : An order of ghosts. 

KHILI:ipeg. 

KHIR : Rice coolted in milk and sweetened with sugar. 

KHIT KHIT : Notes of the Pinglahird. 

KHODIAR MATA ; Name of a goddess. 

KHODO : Rame. 

KSODO MAMO : Name of a minor deity. 

KHOJA: A class of MuSalrndns; 

KHOKHO : An outdoor game played in the Deccan. 

KHUNTINI ! An order of ghosts. 

KIDI : An ant. 

KILBIL : Notes of the Piii^la bird. 

KINKHAB : Silk worked with gold and silver flowers, brocade. 

KINNARI : An order of semi-divine beings. 

KIBATA; A fisherman. 

KISH0RDA8 : A name of Hanum^n, 

KODR.A: Punctured millet. 

KOEALA; Pumpkin. 

KOKAI : Name of a goddess. 

KOKIL ; A cuckoo. 

KOKILA VRATA ; The festival of cuckoos which jb held in the month of AsA 
twenty years. 

KOLAHBAI : Name of a goddess. 

KOLH.<.I: Name of a goddess. 

KOLI : A primitive tribe of Hindus common in the Bombay Presidenoy. 

KOLO ; A jackal. 

KOLKAI : Name of a goddess. 

KORU : Cncurbita maxima. 

KONDI : A kind of earthen pot. 

KONDURI : A preparation of mutton. 

KORI ■■ A new garment ; an unused earthen jarj a small silver coin, 

KOTHALI ; Reticule. 

KOTWAR ■- Name 6i an untouchable caste of Hindus. 

KOYATA: a wood bin. 

KRISHNA : The eighth incarnation of Vishnu. 

KRTTIKA : Name of a constellation. 

KBIYA BHAXJDA1 ; Neons of a deity. 

KSHATRIYA ; The warrior class, the ^^ond of the- fourfold divisions of Manu 
KSHETRA : A holy place. 

KSHETRAPAL : Tlie guardian spirit of field.s ; a kind of stone. 

KUBER ; The lord Of wealth, the regent of the north and the king of the'Fu^Aot 
KHKAD VER ; A kind of creeper. 

Kul; A totem j a clan. 

KULA-DEVATA: Family deity. 

KUR-A-DEVT: Family goddess. 
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KtTLADHARMA : A special worship of the fajnily god or goddess of each family^ 

KULATHI : A kind of ooru, 

KULERA : A mixture of wheat, oat or rioo flour, clarified batter and sugar or molasses. 

KULK ARNI ; A village accountant 
KUMBHA: Aquarius. 

KDMBHAKARN : Name of a demon. 

KUMBHAR : A caste of potters. 

KUMBHARAN,: a woman of the Kambhdr caste. 

KUMBHAVA : Name of a cattle disease. 

KUMBHAVIVAHA r Marriage with an earthen jar. 

KUNBI: A cultivator. 

KUND: A pond ; a pit ; a sacred pool. 

KUNDALAN ; A kind of magic circle. 

KUNDALI All astrological diagram of the position of planets at any particular time 
KUNDALIA : A name of Hanumdn. 

KUNDI : A shoe-maker's earthen pot. 

KUNKU : Red powdw. 

KUNTI : The first wife of Tandu. 

KUPOTSARCtA: Digging a well for the benefit of the pifiilic— and abandoning one's right of 
ownership over it. 

KURANANDI ; Wheat flour lumps used in the oersmony of the Boian. 

KtTRI : An implement for sowing corn. 

KURMI : Name of a water iiynqih, 

KURUKSHETRA : The extensive plain near Delhi, the scene ofj the great -battle between the 
Kauravas and Panda vas. 

KUSHMAND : An order of demi-gods. 

KUSUMBA : Th« dye prepared from the dried floivws of the Kusiimba (Carthamus tinctorius). 
KUTROi A dog. 

L 

LADU : A sweet bail. 

LAGHURUDRA : A rite in honour of the god Shiva. 

LAHYA : Parched rice. 

UAKSHACHANDI : A recitation in honour of tlic goddess Par vati. 
t AKSSAMANA : Brother of Rdma. 

LAKSHMI ; The goddess , of wealth. 

LALA HARDEV : Name of a minor local deity. 

LALO : Name of a field deity. 

LADO BHAGAT: Name of a saint 
LAMANDIVO: An iron lamp. 

LAMLAN ; A branch of blaok magic. 

LI^KA: Ceylon. 

- LAPSI : Coarse wheat flower fried in gUi and eweetaned with molasses or sugar. 

LAVENG: Clove. 

LAVANI ; A kind of ballad ; plantation. 

LAWANI : Plantation. 

LAVO: A Parasite. 

LAVSANT : A ghost of a widow. 

LIMDO : A tree, Alantas excelsa. 

LIMBO : Pqisonous. 

LINGA : PhaUus. 

■ UNGAM : See Linga. ' ; ^ - -.(.U - 

LINGAY AT -. An individual of the Ling^yat religion whose chief object of worship is Shiva. 


appendix 


IX 


LOBAN : OUbanum. 

LOBHAN : Incense powder. 

LOTA: A water pot. 

LUVANA : A caste of traders. 

LDXMI : See Lakalimi. 

M.' 

MACHCHENDEA NATH : Name of a saint. 

MACHHI ; Name of a water nymph. 

MaCHHO : Name of a goddess. 

MACHHU : See Maohho. 

M AD ALIUN : A hollow bracelet. 

MAD AN: Cupid. 

MADHAVT : A village headman 
MADHU : Name of a demon. 

MADHU PAVANTI : .An order of ghosts. 

M ADHWACHAKYA: Name of a great saint who founded a sect of VaiahnavJsm 
MANAT : Useless. 

MAFATIO i Useless. 

MAG : A grain, Phaseolua mungo. 

MAGH ; The eleventh month of the Deocani Hindu and the fourth month of tb 
calendar year. 

MAGH A I Name of a constellation. 

MAGHAXO a a lamp of mud covered with leaves to represent the god of rain. 
MAHABHAE.VT ! Name of an epic of the Hindus. 

MAHADEVA : A name of Shiva. 

MAHA GIBA ! Name of a minor deity. 

MAHAKALI : Name of a goddess. 

MAHAKALI NIEVAN TANTRA s Name of a worb on Tan trie philosophy. 
MAHALAKSHMI ; Name of a goddess; Name of a ceremony in which the goddess 
the eighth day of the bright half of Aehvin, 

MAHALAYA SHRADDHA : A akrdddha performed in the dark half of BMdrapad 

ancestors. 

MAHAMARI : Cholera goddess. 

MAHANT t A saint. 

MAHAPURUSH : An order of civil spirits. 

M AHAE ; An unclean caste of Hindus. 

MAHAE PURUSHA ; A kind of stone. 

MAHABAJA : A term of respectful compellation applied to kings, religious beads, 
MAHARAKSHASA : A class of demons. 

MAHAEUDRA : A sacrifice in honour of Shiva. 

MAHARAURAVA : A kind of hefi. 

MAHASHIVARATRI : The fourteenth day of the dark half of a fast day m 

MAHATMA : A saint. 

MAHATMYA : Greatness. 

MAHESHA : A name of Shiva, 

MAHESHVAE t A name of Shiva. 

MAHI : Name of a demon. 

MAHIKAWATI : Name of a gbddess. 

MAHODAYA : Name of a festival. 

MAIDAN : A plain. 

MAKARA ! Capricomns. 

MAKAEI : Name of a water nymph. 

MAKHAR : A aailv dressed up wooden f ram'' 
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MA3£I i Maize. 

; Amuajoajjnode. 

it. 

*>ALIN ; TJnclean, iried in 

MALLABl .- A name of Khandolw 
MALO A bowar 

MAJTDAIj ; A group. 

MANDALTT , A uiroi^. 

MANJ>aN MIShra : iJame of «„ • 

MANDAP : A bower. ' «n<sient scholar. 

MAlfDA BHARaSTF - TT ii- . 

MAJJOAL ; Mara. 

MANOALA-GOtrill • i « 

• A ceremony performed by married girla forfl 

MANGALABATJ : MovMaTl years on ever 

MANGALSTTTRA . .f Mph 

^NI : A iewei ; ^ame df^^ei^ by married women. 

MANIDHAK : Asnafee. 

^OTMALLA.-Hameofademon. 

ctr 

MAlSTRIK ■ An exorcist. 

MARGA : A path ; course. 

MAKGAI : Name of a godde®, 

h^oashibsba = ^ 

MABOI,4.«.aHl»d^ 8^„ 

PAMHI , A ^ 

MARI .* I^aane of £t goddess, 

MARIOHI : JiTame of a sage, 

Mast® : Lentil, 

MASIDA ; An order of gh<8ts. 

Mata * a goddess. 

MATAJI ; Sw Mdta 

MATARI J of a goddess. 

MAT^t j A XK^-Onsatoiye 
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MATHBHAJI ; A kind of green vegetable. 

MATI : Earth. 

MATRIX A : A mother; an order of aemi'di vine beings, 

MAULI : Name of a goddess, 

MAXJNYA VRATA ; A vow of silence, 

MAVADI : Ghost of a woman dying with oertain desires unfulfilled. 
MAYA : Illusion. 

MAYAKA: Name of a goddess. . 

MEDA: Marrow. 

MEDINI : The earth. 

MEGH : A cloud. 

MEGHARAJA : The god of rains. 

MEGHLADDU ; A sweet ball of wheat flour fried in ghL 
MEHULO : See Haghalo. 

MEKAIL : Name of an angel. 

MELADI ; An order' of ghosts, 

MELDI : See Meladi. 

MELI VIDYA : Sacrilegious art. 

MENA : A kind of bird. 

MERIT ; Name of a mythological mountain. 

ME8HA ; Aries. 

MHALSA : Name of a goddess. 

MBARJAl ; Name of a goddess. 

MHARLOBA : Name of a deity, 

MHASHYA ! A species of water spirits. 

MHASOBA : Name of a village deity ; lord of ghosts. 

MIANA i A class of Musalmiins. 

. MINA • Pisces. 

MINDHAX ; A kind of fruit. 

MIRI : Particle. 

MITHUN : Gemini. 

MIYALI : An order of ghosts. 

MOBHARA : A hollow stone used for thrashing corn. 

MOCHI ! A caste ol shoe-makers. 

MOCHINI : An order of ghosts, 

MOGRI ; Rat-tailed raddish. 

MOHAN ; A branch of black magic. 

MOEINI : A fascinating woman. 

MOHARO : The stone found in the head of the snake. 

MOHOR : See Moharo. 

MOKSHA : Salvation 
MOLANI : An order of ghosts. 

MOTAEAT : Name of a vow. 

MOR : A peacock. 

MORI A : An earthen bowl. 

MOT MAVALI ; Mother Mary, 

MOTTJDUKH : A kind of cattle disease. 

MOVA KHARAVA : Name of a cattle disease. 

MRIG : A deer i name of a constellation. 

MRIGANKA : The moon. 

BIRIGA TONCHANA : The moon. 

MRITYUNJAYA : Name of an incantation. 

MDCHKTJND : Name of a sage. 

MUJAVAR; A sweeper of a mosque devoutly or piously fixed to it 


MtlK'JCX : SaJvwtion. 

MUIi : Nans© of aster. 

MOIi-O : luddiafe, 

MUSTBA ; A kind of wind 

MB2SG1SHWAR MAHABBV : A name of Shiva. 

MfJNGIMATA: HaJne of a goddess ; dusmb mother. 

MUNJA : Spirit of Brjthman boy who dies iiam^diotsly af t?t his thread oeremony. 

MBBALl : A flute. 

MUEDtTNGA: Tabour. 

MBBU : Murali. 

MTTSAL; ATioepoundier. 

MUTH: The fist. 

MUTH M AR ANE : Throwing of a handful of rice over whi^ ineantations have been rented ; 

sending a bewitched lemon to a person to whom a disease is to be transferred 
or who is to be killed. 

M,UVA-KESHIBI : A kind of cattle disease. 


<IACHANI: AfciJ^ot grain. . * 

^ABAPUDI; A oolourod oord with a small parosl containing moenso, red powder,. ete 

STADilSADI ! A cord and a robe. , , „ * 

JAO : A. 9U%k« ! » spo'Jies of semi-iivine baings half men half iwpants m form. 

STAGA : See Ndg. 

SJAOABAIil : A propitiatory offering to snakes. 

STAGAR : A caste of Brdhmane found in Gujardt. 

STAGCHAMFA: A flower tree, Alpinia mutans. 

ISTAGDEV: The snake god. 

NAOKANTA: A snake girl. • 

SAG KESAB Messua Ferrea. 

STAGMAGA : A claas of beggars who worship the snake. 

NAGNATH: Name of a sn^e deity. ^ \ i i , 

NAG PANCHAMI = The fiftfa day of the bright half Shrdv^ri, aholiday m honour of the snake dedy 

NAGO : Shameless. 

NAGOBA : The snake deity. 

NAGVEE : A kind of creeper. 

NAIVEDYA : An offering of some Stable to an idoi. 

NAKSBLATRA: A star; a constellation. 

NALA r Name of a mythological king. 

NAEPIR •• N«no of a ^ or the Muharam, of the Tabut-pole which term 

NAE SAHEB: A familiar name for the nearer, 

nates at the top in a wfl or horse-ehoe member, 

NAMAN; Oil poured over the image of Hanumdo. 

NAMASKAB : Reverential or respectful address or 8 u 

NANEA; the adoptive father of Krishna. 

NANDABAJ: Name of a mythological king. 

NANDI r A bull. to anv joyous occasion. 

NANDI SHBADDHA ; A N/wdddlia to the names, p 

NANO: Small., 

NAO NARASING : An order of ghosts, 

NARA: Name of a sage. 

NARAD MUNI : Name of a divine sage. 

NARAK : Hell. . iK 'fhA dark half of Ashitin, 

NARAK-CHATURDASHIi The foui^i^h day ^ ^ ^ ^ the bright ImIK of 

NABAIJ PADRNIMA : The coooanut hohday, 

NARASIMH.4: An incarnation of VfeUnum the form of h 
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NaRAYAJJ ; N-aaieof e Sage, 

Bali ■ a sacrif? ‘ 
ifARAYANKAVACH. 1 hymn t «v5J spirit 

warggdikalpa • A feinH t 

i^ARKYA IIB4- A ‘w ^ preparation 

HiRSTw ^ . y ^ ^ ^ moense. 

' IhTHAi Yee jSarsimha, 

^-iRSIWJlA MEHTA- a i 

A^APAK : A drama.' ' «f Gnjardi 

K-AThiT: Tied. 

JfAVARATBA : The of wheat 

A haSTof to Ourg 

; 'A kind of rZ erj ®^®P*^ord3. 

““S; tZ'FS-" " ““ ‘'^“’ “' •"“‘«- 

>"AM , Cte,^ “>“»«». fa l.o„«, 

OGHAJD: Afool. O 

Sf A^ “ Kfal Pf ^ 

A he-buffalo. ■'’ 

J»>P^^ons of feet on . 

PA JITS AST : A holidav of t • 

PALAS : A tree R, 7 f 

Pale MAIUD performed at. the ao,.- 

'•"toTS; gi„,.». “* “"“f •»«».. 

^ALUe . gfavaof . 

rAN:4bew^ >^'»‘'*>ffl«o..e.K,, 

PAHOHAMRj-f^ "^«sor0J8t. ^ 5^'''- days. 



PANOBOPASiE' ».i7 ~ 

PANDIT ; A scholar. 

PAHI>3IK1 ; _4 

SoS^SS' 

PAPAD, 

PABA1>I : A dimase-eoKtina baslr«f u 

PARAEAYAPK aVESH ■ Fr.f ' ® 

PAIJ ASHTT: Anase. ’ ‘if aiiothw. 

PAfiBESHi: Atc„aanT>i;A.a 

tc. 

PARJANYA-SHANTI ■ A 

PARMar ; A claa of ®®««« winfall. 

PARC ; A kind of stone. 

PARVATI - ThA. • * «od. 

ih« consort of Shivs. 

PABWANI: Afestiva! 

PMHtrCHAR ; An order of <rW 

=:s.x-3i;£“"-— 

s£,* Es£n " " ~» 

PATHAs Reedtation. 

PAUL .* A vaUagB headmoa. 

irAZ^A s A hesd gcarf. 

PATLA ; A lo'w 'woodea stool, 

PEBHE.' A kind of sweets. 

PEDI .* A small heap or Idpti, 

PEESA: An order of ghoele, 

PENBA : A kind of sweets. 

PETTOD ; A kind of cattle 

PHALGW.- The twelfth month of the I>eo«,i^Hindn -4 

year. ^ fifth month rrf the an 5 *»«* ■»• 

PttAifAS! The jaok.fmit. ™ Hkda 

Pm^AlT AEATI : The ceremony jcf mbstitnting night orns«. 

»«n*W of the day. ^ f<» tha coe^^ 

Pan&r* Akmdofttee. costly oant. 

PINIJ; A rice hall. 

PENBAr dr«„Rig^J 

PINOLA : A speoies of birds; 

PISTJAR : Red powder, 

PIPAL : A tree, Picas rehmosa. 
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PIB : A Muhammadan name for a ^aiut. 

PIBAS PIPALO ; Thaspesia populwn. 

PISHACHA : An evU spirit. 

PITAR : A spirit of a deceased ancestor. 

PITHI : Turmeric powder. 

PITPAPDO : Glosaocardi Boswellia. 

PITEA: Maiiesi 

PITR I : An ancestral spirit, 

PITRI SHRADDHA: A Sliraddha ia propitiation of the ancestral spirits. 
PITRRIYA : A deceased ancestor. 

PiTRU PAKSHA : Manes’ fortnight, the dark half of the month, of Bitd'U'nyi'l 
POHOR : A measure of time equal to three hours. 

POLIO : Hollow. 

POLO: Hollow. 

PONDHAR : Name of a goddess. 

POPAT : A i^arrot. 

POSHI : A class of ohudeh, an order of giiosfM. 

POTHIA : An exorcist ; the bull of Shiva. 

POTHIO : A hull. 

PRACHETAS : A patronymic of Manu. 

PBaDAKSHINA ! Circumambulation, 

PRADOSHA : The thirteenth day of the dark half of a montli. 

PRALHAD : The son of the demon Hiranj'aknshipu. He was a great devotee of 
PRALAMBASUR : Name of a demon, 

PRANA : Life, 

PRANA-POKA ! Death wail. 

PRASAD : Consecrated food. 

PRASTHANA : See Pastana. 

PRATAB : An order of ghosts. 

PRAYASCHITTA : Penance. 

PRAYOGA : Performance ; experiment. 

PRETA : A goblin; spirit of a person dying a sudden or accidental death, . 
PUDINA : Mentha Sativa. 

PUJA : Worship. 

FITJjiRI : A worshipper. 

PGJYA : Deserving to be worshipped. 

PGLAP : Name of a sage. 

PULASTYA : Name of a sage. 

PUNARVASU : Name of a constellation. 

PHNDARIK : Name of a mythological .snake. 

PUNEMA : The full moon day of a month. 

P0NJI t Refuse. 

PtJNdO p Refuse. 

PGNYAHA WACHAN : A particular ceremony performed on festive occasions. 
PUN YA STHANA ; . A holy place. 

PUNYA TfTHI : The death anniversary of a SanyuH or saint. 

P UR AN : The name of a certain class of sacred books ascribed to Yydsa and coi 

body of Hindu rnythology, 

P UR BHAYA : A term applied to. persons from Upi^er India. 

PURN.UIUTI ; An ofie ring into the fire of a liandful of rice, glu, co^oanuts and s« 
PURNIMA ; fi'ce Pauruima. 

PURNA TITHI : A complete day, 

PURUSHOTTAM : Intercalary month. 

PUR VABHADRAP ADA : Name of a constellation. 
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Pt^EVA-FALOUNI : of a. constellatiou. 

PUEVAJA : An ano^tor. 

FUBV.i^HAMlA ; Nttme of a coiiatellation. 

PUSHKAB ! Name of a snake, 

PUSHA^A ; Nama of a (MmsteJfafcion. 

« 

KABABI •* A oaste ot aha|iberds. 

E,AI>HA : A man dratsad in wcanan’a olothos aa a dancer j name of a sweetheart of Krishna 
radio ; Orymg. 

RAEDA ! A kind cS iujube tree. 

RAQATIO 5 An ord^ of ghoflta. 

EAHU : A demon *witb the tail of a dragon whose head was severed from his boiy by Vishnu. 

The head and tail, retaining their separate existenoe, were transferred to the planetary 
heavana, and heoame, the first, the eighth planet, and the second (Ketu) ths ninth, 
RAINADEVI : Name of a goddess. 

rajah s A king, 

BAJAYAJNA ; A kind of aaortfice. 

RAJBAI MATA ! Nteine of a goddess. 

RAJBHOG ARATI : The eeremony of ofiering dainties and cooked food- to the go.h. 
RAJPXJTANls Wife of a Baiput; a Rajput woman. ; 

BAKHADIj a piece of afik thread. 

RAKHEVALIO ! An order of ghosts. 

RAXSHASAj a demon. 

BAEA ! panic aeed. 

BALE ! Panic seed, 

RAMAX.ABHASTRA : The soiencs of divining by means of figures or lines and dice. 
RAMANAVAMI ! The ninth day of bright half of Ohaitra celebrated as the birth day of Rdma. 
BAMANTOA : Name of a great saant and philosopher who founded a sect of Vaishtiaviani, 
RAMaYANA s An epic poem by Vdhniki desOTibing the exploits and adventures of R^a. 
KAMCHANDRA : A name of Btoa 
RAMiaSHWAR ; A name of Shiva. 

RAMNATH! Name of a deity. 

BANDAL j Name of a goddess who presides over child-birth. 

RANDHAN OSHETHA s The cooking sixth, the sixth day of the dark half of 
BANCIFAKOHAMI ; Tbs fifth day of the dark half of PhSgun on which oolouroi water is thrown, ; 
RANJ AN! ; A kind of tree, 

RASWA DEVI ; Name of a goddess who presides over child-birth. 

RANG: A Lord. 

BA8HI : Si^ts of the iSodiac. 

BATANVO PABO : A kind of stone, 

BATANWA: a kind of skin disease. 

RATH: A.oh»rri(#t. 

R ATH AS APT AMI s The seventh day of the bright half of - 

BATNA: Ajewol. 

RATNBSHWAE MAHADBVA; A name of Shiva. 

RAtJX, : A caste of Hindus or mt individual of it. 

RAVAL: NeeR^uL . , ' ^ ' 

BAVAENATH : Neana of a spirit ! name of a village deity. 

BAV^ : Nsme of the demon king of Eanka or Ceylon. 

RAVI : The «un. 

BAWAESTATH : -Ske BavflJnhth, 

BAYAN : A tree, Mimosops hexandra. 

BEKHA : A line. 
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RELA : A atijeam. 

REVATI : Kame of a coiisteJlation. 

REWARI: A preparation of seaamom and augai-v 
RIKTA : Unfruitful, inauspioious. 

RISHI PIINCHAMI : The fifth day of the bright half of BAtWnipad. 

RITU : A season. 

ROHINI : Name of a coiisteliation. 

ROPANI : Transplanting. 

ROT : A loaf prepared from eight kinds of grain. 

ROTAL ; Womanish. 

RUDRA : An order of seiai-divine beings. 

RUDEABSISHEKA; The cerewiony of pouring ■water in a eonstaat stream ovt 
Shiva for eleven oonseoutive days and nightSr 
RUDRAKSHA : A tree sacred to Shiva, Eleooi rpus ganitrus. 

RUDRAKSHA MALA ; A rosarj' of 108 beads of the rudfrf&sfe* wood. 

RUDRAYAG : A sacrifice in honour of the god Shiva, 

RUI ! A tree, oalotropis gigantea. 

RUPO: Handsome. 

EUTU I Name of a sage, 

RUTUSEANTI : The marriage consummation ceremony. 

5 

SABHA : A nieeting. 

SADASATI FANOTT : A panoti extending over seven years and a half. 

BADHAN ; Accomplishment, 

JADHXT : A saint. 

j AGAR ! A bing of thd Solar race, an ancestor of Rama. 

SAHAN t A levigating slab. 

SAHASBABHOJAN ! Feeding a thoasead Brahmans. 

SAITAN : An order of ghosts. 

SAIYED : A name for Musalmans directly descended from the Prophet. 

SAKHABADO : A kind of disease. 

SAKHOTIA ; Name of a tree. 

SAKIHI ; An order of ghosts. 

SAE8HI : Witness. 

SALAM : The word used in salutation by and to MuhammadanB and other people not 
SALBAYA 1 Name of a deity. 

SAMACHABI; The death anniversary 

SAMABH : The edifice which is erected ever the burial-place Of a /Sonydei or sam 
devout nieditation, 

SAMABHI: SeeSainMh, 

SAMAI : A brass lamp. 

SAMANYA PUJA : Ordinary -worship, 

SAMBANDHA : Spirit of a Brdhman who dies without an heir emd whose funeral rit 
been performed, 

SAMELU ; A log of wood, 

SAMISHYA : Entering the divine order, 

SAMPAT SHANIWAR : Wealth-giving Shaniwdr. a Saturday in the month ot SJirdmn 
SAMUBRA : The see. 

SASTPATj Ayeer. 

SAMYATSAB : A yearj A period of three cycles of twenty years each, that is sixty yea 
SAMYATSARI : Death anniversary, 

SAMVATSAEIK SHEADDHA; The yearly S/wdcMita. 

SANATKUMAR : One of the four sons of Brahma. 



SANCHaL: Aktedofsalt , 

SAJSTDHYA ■ Th. ^ 

SAJTDHYA AKATI^oT^- " ®''®“^eprayoysof ftBr4h 

SANKAL : A oh«n ® evening. . ; 

ABtonJ. 

SANiSASIT CBCAncraTHI ' ThA f L 

S passage oTtL ioxtuight 

: s.e SanferST “’“ si^lf ^ .... 

SAHYASI . The . u 

S«TXHA.rABl?„. a, ■““^ ■“■* <“ -« »«»«. 

SAWAJtTO.r^M.?' ,!^“"' 

a Major (ihe seven stars of which aj-a 

SAPTASiSr- NiJfT’'''^'*’ '^**'“' ^'“•l'*. rai«h. S^.‘°, '” ‘'" "™“ «”“‘ « 

SiSAJfO^i'.tTw “T^"- •^’''*‘"»- '^»i»l.«»., 

s-mpA ^ ^ 

8ARVA8AKSHI- a. !>"«“'*'•'••. P»'-».tri 

SXTERr', s.LZT'fg^.i' 01 . 

. ».p.. 1. ,w. 

s -VTSASTr- . r« . floor 

S Awtf th* A^ghteona 

r^' *” *>'“•«* -o.»». 

SaTYA YINAYii^ A ^ ^ 

S/f?;. «T"* 

Oo'lnotio. 

BAWAS : A kind Of tree. 

SA^TOAR : A money-lender, 

SAYO : Sewed, 

Bililt . A measure of weight. 

SEBAJA: a kind of gift, 

SEYAj Vennioelli. 

SEYAKA ; iSes gevftk. 

6HAKABIO i Kamfi 
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SHAKTA MATA ! Name of a goddess. 

SHAKTI : The eneigy o^ active power of a deity personified aa his wife ; as Pirvati of Shn 
SHAKTIMATA i Name of a goddess. 

SHAKTI-PANTTO; : a follower of the Shakti or Shdkta sect that is, those who' worship 
eiiergy under its famine personifioation, 

SH AKTIYAG : A saenfioe in honour of Shakti, 

SHALIGRAM : A sacred stone supposed to represent Vishnu, 

SHAXtJNKI : A species of singing birds. 

SHAKI : Saturn, 

SHANGAB AEATl ; The ceremony of taking off the idols night garments and putidng o 
for the day, 

SHANKAKACHARYA : The designation of the celebrated teacher of the Vedint philosoph; 
SHANKASUB : Name of a demon, 

SHANKHA8UB : Nsune of a d^on. 

SHANKHINI: An order of ghosts. 

SHANTAND : A king of the luna^ race who married and Satyavati, 

SHABADIAN ! The dark fialf of the month of Bhddrapad- 
SHABANG : The bow of Vishnu. 

SHABAD PUNEMA : The full-moon day of J-thnin. 

SH.ARAD-BITU : The Autumn. 

SHASTBA ! Scj^ipture. 

SHATACHANDI : An incantation in honour of the goddess. 

SHATANJrVA ; Live for a hundred years. 

SHATATABAEA : Ncune of a constellation. 

8HATCHANDI j An incantation in honour of the goddess Ohandi. 

SHES BHARANE ; Name of a ceremony. 

SHBNDtJR : Bed lead. . ... 

SHESH NAG : The snake of one thousand hoods who supports the earth. 

SHEVARI : A kind of tree. 

SHIEHANDI : Amba bom as the daughter of Drupads. She was given out to be, and bn 
as, a male child. 

SHIKHAE : Top. 

SBIXOTAB i Name of a goddess. 

SHILI I Stele. 

SHILI SATEM : The stale seventh, the seventh day of the dark half of Shrdwm, 
SHIRALSHET : Name of an ancient Vtoi or trader who became a king, and reigned threi 
half pAotifea (a mes^ure of time}. 

SHISEIR-RITU : The cold season. 

SHIT : The fowl tied to the top of the hamboo planted in the pit of the RoU fire. 

SHITALA ASTAKA : A hymn in praise of the goddess Shitala. 

SHITALAl-PtJJAN : A holiday observed by women, 

SHITALADEVI : The smalUpox goddess. 
shitala MATA : Set Shitalidevi.. 

SHITAL-SAPTAM ! See Shili SAtem, 

SHIVA : The third god of the Hindu Trinity. 

SJUVALANGI : Name of a plant. 

SHTVA-MHTHA ; A vow in which handfuls of com are offered by married girls to the go : 
on every Monday in the month of Shrdvan. 

SHIVARATBA : The fourteenth day of the dark half of every month sacred for the worship < 
SHIVABATRI ; iSSee ShiverAtra. 

SHIWANI : A kind of tree. 

SHIWAH ? An offering of boiled rioe miiced with curds ; an offering of a goat or fowl. 
SHLOiCA: .A stsmza, a verse. 

SHODASHOPACHAR : The sixteen ways of doing homage. 
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.SHOKA-PAGLAN : Morning foot prints. 

SFiKAVAD : A kind of shrub- 

-SHIf A\'AK : A term applied to the members of the Juiii religion. 

SHli-lVAyA : The fifth month of the Deccani and the tenth month of the (tujanlt Hindu calendar 
jear. 

SHli W'AXI : The ceremony of renewing the sacred thread. 

SHKAWAXA: Name of a constellation. 

SHHlDrXTA: Name of a deity. 
t>H.aiN<:AR ARATI: NeeShangiirarati. 

SHRINdHI: Name of a sage, 

SHlli SATYA NARAYAN: Name of a deity. 

MHUDDHA: Pure; the bright half of a month. 
t^HL'DR A : The last of the four-fold divisions of llttiiu. 

-SHUKAMUNI: Name of a sage. 

«HUKRA: Venus. 

SfDDHA: An. order of somi-divine beings. 

-SmDHA PURUSHA : A magician. 

SU>L>HI: Ajoonroplislinieut ; the acquisition of supernatural powers; name of a wife of Gan. path 
SlODHl KARAN: Name of a book in which Dharmarija keeps an accouat of the good and bad 
actions of mem 

SIDHA : Uncooketl articlcH <vf food. 

SlJHO; Nigro-Uke. 

SIKAN : A slinp. 

SIKE : A sling, 

SIKOTARU : Nee ttikoturu. 

SIKOTURU: Ghost of a woman dyiiig with certain desires unfulfilled. 

SIM ANT: The first pregnaiioy ceremopy. 

SINDH AVAR: Name of a goddess, 

SlNDl’R : Red lead. 

SINHA: A lion; Leo. 

SINHIKA; The mother of R4hu. 

Si'l'A : The consort of Rama. 

SlWA BANDHANE: Rinding the boundary-name of a ceremony. 

SIWO; Sewn. 

.SMARTA AGNl : The fire which k kept constantly burning and worshipped during tlic C'/'.j-hnvjias. 
S<>l>-.tirNJ : The ccrciubny of loosening the WMjija (string) from the loins of a Briiliniau. • 
SOLANKI : Name of a clan of Rajputs. 

SOLA SOMVAB-VRATA : A vow observed on sixteen .successive Mondays. 

•SDlIAPA : Name of a water nymph 

t't>MA\"ATI-AMAN'ASYA ; The fifteenth day of the (lark half of a motitb falling im MoJidav . 
SOMAGA : Name of a religious ceremony. 

SONI ; A caste iff goldsmiths (w au individual of it, 

SO R KO : Sulpliuret of antimony. 

SOS HI : Name of a class of c/ntdels. 

SO\'ALBN : A silk gHiment. 

SPHATIKA MANI: A crystal stone. 

S'I’.A.M15HAN : A brancli of black magnj. 

STHAN-A: L(»cali(y. 

STHANA-DEVA; A local deity. 

STHANADEVATA: N'ee Sthaiia-deva. 

STHAPAN : Installation. . „ 

SU'D : The bright half of a month. , • : 

S UD ARS HAN : .S'ee Sudarshan chakra, ^ y 

SUDARSHAN CHAKRA; The discus of Vishnu. 
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SUI>HA : 

SUDH.1KAR; TheiaoM. 

6UG Id ^ 4 * 7 - ‘ ® mythological king. 

^ earthen vessel. 

SI KaL : A prentiiul harvest. 

toULIO ; Ah order i*f ghosta. 

.&Ui\A, X}jioccup*«j, 

ea«Je disease. 

fiS'?Er ~ 

SURYA , The «„«, on a field of battle. 

WURYA KAV4m. A V. 

SITRYa.VRAT ; A vou, *b« Sun. 

‘ 4we”ir‘Iefrmt of th d 

SIJTTRE ; A woman who burns heranW 

Sw1bn“ Golf "* 

StW.4SINl : An nnwidowed woman 

ovvAi .>iA : A dre^m. 

SWaRGA ,* Heaven, 

SWATf : -Yame of constellation 
^WAYAMBHU : setf-e.vjstent. ■ 

SWAYAHVAR : A maiden.^ choice marr^^^ 

T. ■ 

T.4DIA ; A fruit of the fa.,.psit„ 

SkSk“v 

tAKSHAK ; Jfame of a snake, 

TAIi ; A kind of cymbal 

TALI.va plate. 

I^^TYATIJX; Liglhnmg, . ., 



- — 


Ti V * 1 of water. 

^AV. A sheet of paper 

TAxIm 

SifT*' 

■THAIt ; A dish. •’^' 

THA^A : A station. 

THANAK : Locality. 

til ; Sesamnna. 

s^wifttSr”-^ “““* " ““*"‘' ““ '”'*»'• 

TTJj'rtr.. ® creeper. 

^OSHl ; A class of oA«defe, 

TM w5oa -T“““ f *’““ '‘™*- 

rfireURt-PAURNIMA • TJ,^ r n 

XillSflANKU .. pi , th,l ofT^^^^^ 

XBISHOL: A trident ' ' '* 

Xt;CHAKA:A„,ystioal:psthod. 

-tuLAs Libra, 




ucSTfr*'^®' 

f^CHCHATAIS^ : 'ZScbl^;*' 

SHAIfTl . Propitiation by ^ter. 

UM^^NamaofaNaggirl. 

bfiSriJAR ; A mouse. 

LTNTiAcamel- 

■’Pf‘ADEVA ; AaemHod. .■ ' ' ^ w-.V ;.; 
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UP IKARIIA : The ceremony of renewing tlie ifiicred thread. 

UBAS : A fair held in hononr of a Mahomedau saint. 

UTAIi t A sacrificial ogering, 

UTTjvJv AI’AU : Name of a mythological king, 

U 1 rAli.i-BHADBAP ADA : Name of a tonsfcellatioii. 

UlTABA-FALCiUNI ; Name of a constellation. 
rTrAU.iSH.vDH.^ ; Name of a constellation, 

V. 

\ vCCHADO : The spirit supposed to cui’O hjdrophobia. 

VACCHAKO: .VeeVileohado. 
t iCHO ■ Even. 

\ \.1J : 'i'lio biuiyau tree; the dark half of a month. 
y \DAA' : Fried cakes. 

\ ADHAVU : Odd. 

VADYAdAI: Name of ft goddess. 

N .\.O.v.ONAH : One who beats musical inatrutnents like drums. 

V tGOAYA: Name of ft deity. 

\ At;H : A tiger. 

V vOH.lMBARI : Name of ft goddess. 

V lOH.ABAN ; A woman of the Vaghri caste. 

VaGHESHVVARI MATA : Name of a goddess. 

\ AGHBI : A caste of Hindus, 

VtGHUB DEVI : Name of a goddess. 

VAGHVIB ; The spirit of a person killed by a tiger, 

VAGHYA : A male child ogered to the god Khandoba. 

VAIRAGI ; A recluse. 

VAISHAKHA ! The second month of the Deccani Hindu and the seventh month ^ 
Hindu calendar year. 

VAISHNAVA : The sect of Hindus devoted to Vishnu. 

VAISHVADEV : An oblation of boiled rice into the fire. 

VAISHYA i A trader^ the third of the fouT'IoId divimons of Menu. 

VAITAL i An order of demi-go^. 

VAITALIKA : An attendant of the god Shiva. 

VAIVA8WAT MANU : Name of the seventh Manu now reigning, 

VAJRA; Adamant. 

VAJRABAl ; Name of a goddess. 

V AJE AB ATTU ; A kind of bead. 

VAJBAMAYA; Adamantine. 

VAJRESHWARI : Name of a goddess, 

VAJRESWARI ; See Vajreshvari. 

VALAM : A mook bridegroom in the Holi festival. 

VALAMA VALAMI : A procession of a mock marriage in the UoU testival. 

VALAMI : A mock bride in the Holi festival. 

VALAND : A caste of barbers or an individual of it. 

V ALGO S AMACHARI i Death anniversary. 

^ ■ d a sect of Vaishnavism 

V ALO ; A kind of cattle disease. 

VALX7 : Eooentric. 

VAMA-MARGI; a follower of the Vdina-mdrffa that is a mode of worship in wb 
worshipped by the left hand, liq^uor drunk, etc etc 
VAMAN : A dwarf; name of the fifth incarnation of Vishnu. 

VAN.I-SHASTHI: Name of a Holiday. 

VANTRI : An order of ghosts. 
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VANZIAPANA: Bai-renneas. 

VAKADANI : Name of a goddess, 

VAKADHAN : Name of a doitf. 

VAHAH : A boar. 

VARAHA-SANHITA ; Name of a book. 

VABSHAdtrJ’U : The rainy season. 

VaRUL : The wliite autdhll. 

V AS AN A ; Desire. 

VASANTAPANCHAMI : The tifth day of the bright half of 
VASANT-HI'J'U : The spring. 

VASH : An oblation of rice and sweets oft’erei to crows. 

VASHIKARAN ; A. branch of black magic. 

VAtSHIS.HTH.A : Name of a sage. 

VASTU : A religions rite performed on entering a new hOMse. 

VASTDEVATA : The guardian spirit of dwelling places. 

VASTUN t A'fic Viistu. 

VASTDPUJAN : -S'ee Vdstu. 

VASU : A bidl'iSilf or UuU brajided and set at liberty. 

VASUB.iRAS : Tha twelfth day of the bright half of AeAefn. 

VASUDEVA ! Name of the father of Krishna, 

VASA'-DWADASI : Set, Voanbaraa. 

VASUKI ' Name of a snake. 

VASTXT SHANTI; S'eeVastu. 

VATA-SAVITRI VRAT s Name of a vow observed by women on tlie full .uoduday of Jyishtha. 
VATI : A small metal cup. 

VATKT : >S’«e V,lti. 

VAV ! A reservoir of water; a tank. 

VAYALI; Eccentric. 

VAYU ; Wind; the deity presiding over the wind; 

VAYTJStJTA : Anarae of Maruti. 

VEDA : Name of the scriptures of the Hindus. 

VEDATBAYI : The three vedas, Rik, Yajus and Sama. 

VEDHA ; Malign influence. 

VBDIC ; Relating to the Vedas; as enjoined in the Vedas. 

VEHALA ; A tree, Bel eric Myrobalan. 

VELAN ; A stick, 

VEbO : A creeper. 

VETAL : The lord of ghosts; name of a village deity. 

VETRASARPA : A cane stick with an image of a snake at its end. 

1 iDA-SUPARI : Betel nut and leaves. 

VIDYUT : Lightning. 

VAJAYADASBAMI : The tenth day of the bright half of AsAwn. 

VIJLI ; Lightning. 

VIKRAM ; Name of a king. 

VIMaN : A celestial car. 

VINAYAK-CHATUBTHI : The fourth day of the bright half of every month. 

VINCHl : A female scorpion. 

VIR : A male fiend; ghost of an unmarried Kshatrxya, 

VIR A : An order of ghosts ; name of a village deity. 

VISHA : Poison. ■ 

VISH.tKHA : Name of a constellation. 

YISHESHA PtrJA ; Special woMhip. . / 

VIS HI ; A cycle of twenty years. 

VISHNlf : The second g»d of the Hindu Trinity. 
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VISHNTTSAHASRANAMA : A book containing Uio thouaand uames of 
VISHNU YAGA : A sacrifice in bonovn; of Vishnu. 

VISHOTAK : Nams cl a disease. 

VISHVAMITRA : Name of a sage. 

\ ISHWARUPA ! That exists in all forms, an epithet of Vishnu. 

\ ISH\^TSSHWAB : A name of Shiva. 

VIS WAT! : An order of ghosts. 

VITHOBA: Name of a god. 

VISTICHIK.A. : Name of a cholera goddess. 

\ IVANCHARA : An order of ghosts. 

\K.4T: Avow. 

VRIKODARA; Wolf-bellied, an epithot of Bhima. 

A RINDA ; Name of the wife of Jalandhar, a demon. 

^BISCHIKA: Scorpion. 

■i'RlSHABHA - 1 Taurus. 


VBITRASAB : Name of ademoii. 

\ RUNDA : 5ee Vrinda. 

VYATIPAT : The seventeenth of the Astrok^ical Yoga (the 
measured on the plane of the EoUptio). 


W. 


W .AD : The banyan tree. 

V ADI : .An enclosed piece of meadow-field or garden ground, 
W.AGH-BARAS : The twelfth day of Aokvin. 

VVAGHE : Male children offered to the god Khandoba. 

AGHESHWARi j Name of a village goddess. 

W IGHJAI : Name of a deity. 

\VAGHOBA: .An order of ghosts. 

WAGRESHWABil ; Name of a village goddess. 

AGHYA : Name of a deity ; a male child offered to the god Khandoba. 
WAMAN-DWADASHI ; The twelfth day of the bright half of Bhddmpad^ 
W ANI ‘ A trader ; a general name for all oastee of traders «. e., banyas. 

ANPR.ASTA ! A Brahman in the third order of his life j a hermit in 
WARUI.: An ant-hill. 

W AT.A : The Banyan tree. 

W.ATA-P.AURNIM.A : The full moon day of Jytahtha. 

U UD A i Incense, 


Y. 

YADNA : See. Yajna. 

Y ADNOPAVIT; The sacred thread worn by Brahmans. 

YADNYA: Nee Yajna. 

YAJAMAN : A host ; a petson performing a sacrifice. 

Y^AJNA; A sacrifice, 

y.AKSHA : A class of demi-gods, attendant on Kubera and employed in 

Y AKSHINI : A female Yaksha ; a fiHiy. 

Y ALLAMM.A ; Name of a goddess, 

YAMA : The God of death, 

A' AM ADUTA : A messenger of the god of death. 

YAMAGHANTA : A Yog at conjunction of times, vi*., a Sunday-falling 
bright or dark half of a month ; a Friday falling 


etc., etc. . 

YAAIALOKA : The region of Yama, 
Y’.AAI.APUBI : The city of the god of death. 
YANTR.A : A mystical formula or diagram. 
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VANZIA.PANA: Barrennim. 

VAKADANI : Name of a goddess. 

VAXiAJdHAN : Nftino of a doily. 

VAKAH ; A boar. 

VARAHA-SANHITA : Xtime of a book. 

VARSHA-illl'Lr ; 'I'lie rainy soasoix. 

VARUL : The xrhito am-ldll. 

VASANA : Desire, 

VASANTAPANCHAMI : Tlia fifth da,y of the bright huff of Mtigh, 

VASANT-RITU : 'I’lic .spring. 

VASH : An oblation of rice and sweats offered to crows. 

VASHIKAHAN ; A, braac-ii of blarkinagic. 

VASHI.SHTHA : Name of a sago. 

VASTtT ; A religions rite performed on entering a new liouse. 

VASTDBVATA ; The guardian .spirit, of dwelling places. 

VASTUN : Sec VdeUi. 

VviASXUPfJJAN : See Vdstu. 

VASU : A bnli-calf or bull branded and sot at liberty. 

VAStTB-lRA^ : The twelfth day of the bright half of .AeAbht. 

V ASUDEV^A : Name of the father of Krishna. 

VASU-DWADASl : See Vasubaras, 

VASUKI : Name of a snake. 

VASTtr SHANTI ; A’«e Viistu. 

VATA-SAVITRI VRAT : Name of avow observed by women bn the full .uobu da> of ./yey/dfe. 
V ATI ; A amaH metal cup. 

VATKI-. See Vdti. 

VAV : A reservoir of wnterj a tank. 

VAYALI Eooentric. 

VAYU : Wind; the deity presiding over the wind. 

VAYUSUTA : Anatnepf Mjiruti, 

VEDA ! Name of the scriptures of the Hindus. 

VEDATRAYI : The three vedas, Rik, Yajds and S^ma. 

VEDHA : Malign influence. 

VEDIC : Relating to the Vedas; as enjoined in the Vedas. 

VEHALA : A tree, Bel eric Myrobalan. 

VELAN; A stick, 

VELO : A creeper, 

VETAL ; The lord of ghosts; name of a viilage deity. 

VETRASARPA : A cane stick with an image of a snake at its end, 

'I iDA-SUPARI : Betel nut and leaves. 

VIDYUT : Lightning. 

VAJAYADASHAMI ; The tenth day of the bright half of Ashvin, 

VIdLI : Lightning; 

ViKRAM : Name of a king, 

VIMAN : A celestial oar. 

VINAYAK-CHAT0RTHI : The fourth day of the brigJit half of every month. 

VINGHI ; A female scorpion, 

VIR : .A male fiend; ghost of an unmarried Kshatriya, 

VIRA: An order of ghosts ; name of a village deity. 

VliSIiA Pdison. 

A'lSH AKHA : Name of a constellation. 

VISHESHA PUJA : Special wowhip. . . 

VISHI : A cycle of twenty years. 

VISHNU : Tlie second ^ of tile Hindu Trinity- 
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ViSHNUSAHASRANAMA. : A book oontaimng the thousand oaiaeB d Vi^nu. 
VISHNUYAGA : A saorifioe in bonour of Vi^nu. 

VISHOTAK : Nami of a disease. 

VISHV.AMIXRA ; Name of a sage. 

\ ISHWARUPA : That exists in all fonns, an epithet of Vishnu. 

'tlSHWESHWAB : A name of Shiva. 

VISWATI : An order of ghosts. 

VITHORA: Ntuns of a god, 

VISTiCHIKA : Name of a cholera goddess. 

VIVANCHARA : An order of ghosts. 

VRAT : A vow. 

\ RIKODARA : Wolf-bellied, an epithet of Bhiraa. 

\ RINDA : Name of the wife of Jalandhar, a demon. 

VEISCHIKA: Scorpion. 

1 RISHABHA i Taurus. 

VBITRASAB : Name of ademon. 

VRUNDA : See Vrinda. 

\WATIPAT : The seventeenth of the Astrological Yoga (the twenty-seventh j 
measured on the plane of the Ecliptic). 

W. 

W.AD : The banyan tree. 

V\ ADI ; An enclosed piece of maadow-Seld or garden ground, 

'll AGHtBARAS : The twelfth day of Aekvin. 

WAGHE ! Male children offered to the god Khandoba. 

H AGHESHWARI : Name of a village goddess, 

IV VGHJAI ! Name of a deity. 

WAGHOBA; Aii order of ghosts. 

WAGRESHWARI i Name of a village goddess. 

WAGHYA ; Name of a deity ; a male child offered to the god Khandoba. 
'WAMAN-DWADASIII ! The twelfth day of the bright half of Bhdirapad, 

W INI ; A trader j a general name for all castes of traders i. e., banyasi. 

\V iNPRASTA : A Brslhman in the third order of hia life ; a hermit in general. 
WARUL : An ant-hill, 

WAT A : The Banyan tree. 

W’’ ATA-PAURNIMA ; The full moon day of Jyeahtha. 

WUPAi Inoenae, 

,Y,- 

A'.ADNA : See Yajna. 

Y^ ADNOPAVIT : The sacred thread worn by Brihmans. 

A’ADNYA: See Yajna. 

Y AJAMaN : A host : a person performing a sam'ifice. 

YAJNA : A sacrifice. 

Y AKSHA : A class of demi-gods, attendant on Kubera and employed in guarding hii 
Y^ AKSHINI : A female Yaksha ; a fairy. 

YALLAMM.A : Name of a goddess, _ . 

YAMA ; The God of death. 

Y' AMADUTA : A messenger of the god of death. 

VAMAGHANTA : A Yosf or conjunction of times, viz., a Sunday-falling upon the sc 
bright or dark half of a month ; a Friday falling upon th® t 
etc., etc. 

y AMATO KA : The region of Yama. 

YAM.APTJBl! The city of the god of death. 

YANTBA : A mystical formula or diagram. 
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YOGA Robgxiu* <uul >b«inot mnf^ititt ou 
\ OGA MARC. A TLe ptUl of modiUUiot 

YO<. A-yUTHA Name ut a work by FdUmjal oouCuomig ap of tiio Helena) of Yoya. 

\ OGAV AyMXSnt A - Nicmo of oe» 

VO JAN ; A nioiwuro of dietiiiicc otpial to eigbt miles. 

YUOHISHTHIH ; An opitlioL of JJliama, the oldc^sl of the I’aiuhivu hroLlioi'S. 

Z 

ilAMHAiH : A foniale spirit gvuirtliiig Die viltago gates. 

ZAMFAHADl: An order of ghosts. 

ZANZAKKA ; Name of a goddess. 

ZANZIRA; A kind of magic iiicaiitatioo. 

ZAR : Fever. 

ZARMAN ZARVAN: A cei’emoiiyiu wiiiqii a woman fetches waiter for the first time, aitw delivei-j^ 
zifiAKKSHWAR : A name of Ifaliideva. 

ZlNl: yimll. ^ 

ZOB; Au oivildr of ' ghosts. ■ ■: 
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